
Sermon Notes . . . ‘JUSTIFICATION’ 
Series: “Why Christmas Saves”                      Pastor Chris    

Merry Christmas!              December 27, 2015 
 

 

In Christianity, the word "INCARNATION" is used to express the idea of Jesus Christ 
coming to earth in human form . . . “the act of God whereby Christ took to Himself 
a human nature.”    Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology  

 

HE HAD TO BE HUMAN!  Jesus had to be fully human in order to be our representative on 

the altar of atonement . . . “had to be like us in every way.”  (Heb. 2.17) 
 

HE HAD TO BE GOD!  Jesus had to be fully God in order to bear the full penalty of sin (no 

human effort could ever save).  Only flesh could be sacrificed.  Only God could produce the 
Perfect Mediator and reconcile mankind to Himself.  If Jesus wasn’t human then He couldn’t 
be killed.  If He wasn’t fully God, we have no salvation (cross is meaningless / resurrection is 
a myth / ultimately NO Christianity) 

 
 The whole point of Christmas is the saving Christ! 
 Christmas is not just about the baby Jesus --- it is entirely about GOD JESUS!  

 

More astonishing than the virgin birth, a baby in a manger, visible angel choirs, and 
wealthy magi is the FACT that the omnipotent Creator of the universe is in that 
manger! 

 

GOOD NEWS – GREAT JOY – ALL PEOPLE!!! 
“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased!” 

God gets the glory! Earth gets peace! 

Where is the peace?  The world doesn’t seem to be at much peace right now.  Could 
that be that we are getting the song OUT OF ORDER?  Maybe the earth doesn’t 
have peace b/c of its rebellion and utter refusal to give glory to GOD in the highest! 
 

Is peace for the whole earth?  Obviously not, or there would be.   

Luke 2.10 proclaims that the “GOOD NEWS” is for ALL PEOPLE . . . yet, the peace 

only comes to those “with whom is pleased.”   

 

So who can please God? 
 Ps. 147.11  “The Lord favors those who fear Him”  (worship/respect) 

 Rom. 6.8  “Those in the flesh cannot please God”  (Spiritual) 

 Heb. 11.6  “Without faith -- impossible to please God”  (believing & trusting) 

 Col. 1.10    Pleasing Him is accompanied by “bearing fruit in every good  
  work” and “increasing in the knowledge of God” 

 

Ultimately, the one who receives the Peace-maker, the Prince of Peace, 
will have peace with God!  (RECONCILED . . . restored fellowship) 

 

 Peace “of” God surpasses all understanding!  (Phil. 4.7) 

o Impacts us personally / relationally / emotionally 
 

 Peace “from” God is something not often talked about. 
 

John 3.36   “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see 

the life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” 
 

Rom. 1.18  “The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 

men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness.” 

 

All unsaved, unregenerate people are at war with God!  Only when we realize that 

we are enemies of God, separated from Him, and doomed for eternal damnation, 

can we realize our need for reconciliation. 

 

 Peace “with” God is surely the ULTIMATE GOAL! 
 

 

The INCARNATION was necessary because of the great need for 

RECONCILIATION with God.  The only way in which this peace with God 

could be accomplished was through PROPITIATION . . . 

 Substitutionary atonement 

 Satisfaction of God’s wrath 

 

Romans 3:21-25  (good news / bad news) 

Bad News: “All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God”  (‘missed the mark’) 

Good News:  “the righteousness of God has been manifested through Jesus Christ  

. . . who God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood . . . for all who believe. 

 

YOU MESSED UP!  YOU CANNOT FIX IT!   
But, take heart . . . CHRISTMAS IS HERE!       GOOD NEWS – GREAT JOY – ALL PEOPLE!!! 

 

The WONDERFUL TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL is that Christians (those who please God) 

are saved from God’s wrath and reconciled to God not because “we loved God, but 

that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”  (1 Jn. 4.10) 
 

If anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;  He 

Himself is the propitiation for our sins.   1 John 2.1-2 



THIS IS WHERE THE PEACE COMES FROM . . . 

Through Propitiation we can experience JUSTIFICATION . . . meaning that our guilty 

verdict has been lifted (covered – Expiation) because of our faith and trust in Christ. 

 

JUSTIFICATION . . . “to declare righteous” 

 Pardon from the guilt or penalty of sin/crime 

 “one-time, legal declaration with continuing results”  (J. Mc) 

 BEST PART??  The war with God is OVER!!! 

 

Romans 5.1-10 
“Having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

John Piper, The Dawning of Indestructible Joy 

“The most basic need we have is peace with God.  This is foundational to all our 

pursuits of pace.  If we don’t go here first, all other experiences of peace will be 

superficial and temporary. 

The key passage here is Romans 5.1:  “Therefore, since we have been justified by 

faith {the pivotal act of believing}, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.”   

 

And He does that by faith alone:  “since we have been justified by faith”  (Rom. 5.1).   

 Not by:  Works / Traditions / Baptism / Church membership / Piety / Parentage 
 

Only by faith alone.  When we believe in Jesus as the Savior and the supreme 

treasure of our lives, we are united to Him and His righteousness is counted by God 

as ours.  We are justified by faith. 

 

And the RESULT IS PEACE WITH GOD.  God’s anger at us because of our sin is put 

away.  Our rebellions against Him is overcome.  God adopts us into His family.  And 

from now all His dealings with us are for our good.  He will never be against us.  He 

is our Father and our friend.  We have peace.  We don’t need to be afraid {or guilty} 

anymore.   

 

The TRUE GOSPEL . . .  the good news the angel proclaimed, the apostles 

preached, the Romans persecuted, and we pursue today is never focused on what 

we would receive but what HE WOULD BRING/GIVE! 
 

 

 

 

 Don’t miss the Benefactor for all the benefits! 
o Freed criminal forgets the mercy of the judge to celebrate his freedom 

o This Christmas, celebrate the gift w/out ever acknowledging the gift-giver 

o Lepers missed Jesus after the healing 
 

 Don’t “get saved” to escape hell / be good buddies with man upstairs / 

be set free from life’s burdens  
 

 “Be saved” to know Christ.  

o Ph. 3.8  “I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all 

things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ.”  

 

As we end this advent season, we remember the story of Christmas, and its cast of 

characters, but say goodbye to  . . . 

 Angels / Shepherds / Wisemen / Wicked king / Innkeepers, stables and mangers 
Mary and Joseph / Roman census / A star 

 

As Christians we look forward to a NEW ADVENT, a second coming of Messiah, 

and anticipate a similar, yet different cast of characters . . .  

 Angels (the trump will sound and the Lord Himself will descend w/ a shout) 
 

 Shepherds  (those who are “poor in spirit” / those who have heard and have followed 

unswervingly w/out hesitation) 
 

 Wisemen  (those who have seen his signs and have given all to pursue Him) 
 

 Wicked king  (worldly leaders will stand in opposition and once again be humbled in His 

presence) 
 

 Innkeepers, stables and mangers  (a new city, a new kingdom, a new throne) 
 

 Mary and Joseph  (coming to earth not through a humble family but to gather His own 

glorified family to Himself) 
 

 Roman census (not according to man’s timetable, but acc. to divine plan of God)  
 

 A star  (the heavens shall be torn apart and He will come on the clouds in glory and 

splendor and might) 

 

The question this Christmas? 

 NOT - - - Do you know the gifts?  Do you know the story? 

 BUT - - - Do you know the Gift-giver?      {Reconciler . . . Substitute . . . Justifier} 


