
Sermon Notes . . . ‘Incarnation’ 
Series: “Why Christmas Saves”                      Pastor Chris    

Next week: “Reconciliation”                December 6, 2015 
 

Book Recommendation:  The Case for Christmas, Lee Strobel 
 

Who is Jesus?  Who was in the manger that first Christmas morning? 
 

Albert Schweitzer (German/French philosopher & theologian; medical missionary to Africa):  “He was a 
deluded fanatic who futilely threw away his life in blind devotion to a mad dream.  There is 
nothing more negative than the critical study of the life of Christ.”  
 

George Bernard Shaw (Irish playright, socialist, critic):  “A man who was sane until Peter hailed him 

as the Christ and who then became a mono-maniac . . . as his delusion is a very common 
delusion among the insane . . . quite consistent with the cunning which Jesus displayed in 
Jerusalem after his delusion had taken complete hold of him.” 
 

Rudolf Bultmann (German Lutheran theologian/professor):  “I do indeed think we can know almost 
nothing concerning the life and personality of Jesus.”   
 

Hugh Schonfield (British Bible scholar):  “A conspiracy had to be organized of which the victim 
himself was the principal instigator.  It was a night-marish conception and under-taking, the 
outcome of the frightening logic of a sick mind.” 
 

Charles Russell (Jehovah’s Witness):  “The man Jesus is dead, forever dead.” 
 

Brigham Young (Mormon):  “Jesus Christ was a polygamist; Mary and Martha, the sisters of 

Lazarus, were his plural wives, and Mary Magdalene was another.  Also, the bridal feast of 
Cana of Galilee, where Jesus turned the water into wine, was the occasion of one of his own 
marriages.” 
 

Mary Baker Eddy (Scientology):  “God is indivisible.  A portion of God could not enter man; 

neither could God’s fullness be reflected by a single man.” 

 
Who is Jesus?    What the BIBLE says . . . 

“Incarnare” . . . Latin, "the act of being made flesh."  (also, ‘incarnatio’) 
 ‘in’ --- to cause something to be something  ‘caro’ (carnis) --- “flesh” 

 
In Christianity, the word "incarnation" is used to express the idea of Jesus Christ 
coming to earth in human form. 
The false doctrine from the all other false religions that teach “RE-Incarnation” is the idea that, upon death, 
the individual is re-made in a different kind of flesh and begins again. 

 
Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology . . .  

 “the act of God whereby Christ took to Himself a human nature.”  (p. 543) 

 “remaining what He was, He became what He was not.”  (p. 562) 
The Scriptures . . . 

 John 1.1-3   In the beginning was the Word . . . w/God, was God 
 Colossians 1.15-17  Image of invisible God . . . Creator King 
 John 1.14   Word became flesh and dwelt among men 
 John 3.16-17  For so loved the world that He gave His only Son 
 Philippians 2.6-8  Emptied Himself (v.7)     Humbled Himself (v.8) 

 
The HUMANITY of Jesus 
Theologically, the humanity of Jesus is an important aspect of His earthly life. Jesus is divine 
(John 1:1; Colossians 1:16), yet also took on a human body to identify with humanity.  
 

 He was born of a woman . . . a virgin (Matthew 1.18; 1.26-38; Gal. 4.4)  
1. Salvation comes from the Lord . . . not the work or product of human effort  

(the promise of Gen. 3.15 fulfilled) 

2. Perfect union of deity & humanity  (“born under law”  Gal. 4.4) 

3. No curse of original sin  (Gabriel’s message, Lk. 1.35  “Child will be called holy”) 

 

 Like other humans, he went through learning processes of how to talk/walk, 
read/write, work/rest . . . He could  

o eat food (Matthew 4:2; 21:18), sleep (Luke 8:23), experience temptation 

(Matthew 4:1-11), perspire (Luke 22:43-44), bleed (John 19:34) 
 

 He also displayed human emotions, including  
o anger (Mark 3:5) joy (John 15:11) sorrow (Matthew 26:37) 

 
The purpose of the Incarnation was not to taste food or to feel sorrow. The Son of God came 

in the flesh in order to be the Savior of mankind. 
 

Second, it was necessary for the Savior to shed His blood for the forgiveness of sins.  A blood 

sacrifice, of course, requires a body of flesh and blood. And this was God’s plan for the 

Incarnation: When Christ came into the world, he said: ‘Sacrifice and offering [under the Old 

Covenant] you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me’” (Hebrews 10:5). Without the 

Incarnation, Christ could not really die, and the cross is meaningless. 

 
HE HAD TO BE HUMAN!  Jesus had to be fully human in order to be our 

representative on the altar of atonement . . . “had to be like us in every way.”   
 
14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might 

break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their 

lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s 

descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he 

might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for 

the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who 

are being tempted.  (Heb. 2.14-18) 

The DEITY of Jesus 
 John 1.1-3   In the beginning was the Word . . . w/God, was God 
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 Colossians 1.15-17  Image of invisible God . . . Creator King 
 

“The baby in Bethlehem made it all.  He created everything.  ‘He is the radiance of {God’s} glory 

and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the Word of His power.’ 

(Heb. 1.3)  Without Him, the whole world would fall apart.  Don’t buy the lie of deism, which 

says God made everything, then wound it up like a clock, and went away.  Far from deserting 

His creation, He stepped into it as a little infant with only a manger for His cradle.”   John 

MacArthur, God’s Gift of Christmas 
 

 

Philippians 2.6-8   
 

Verse 6 “Existed in the form of God” 
o ‘Huparchon’ – continuation of what had been before 
o ‘Morphe’ – state, condition, essential character  (exact essence) 

 
Col. 1.15  “image of the invisible God”  (‘eikon’ – copy or likeness).  Jesus is the 
perfect image / exact likeness of God . . . the representation & manifestation of God.      

{ Col. 2.9 – “in Christ, the fullness of deity dwells in bodily form” } 

 
“equality with God”  (‘isos’ – exact in size, quantity, quality, character, number) 

“thing to be grasped”  (‘harpagmos’ – taken by robbery or plunder) 
 

“Anything clutched, embraced, or prized, and thus is sometimes translated ‘held onto.’  

Though Christ had all the rights and privileges and honors of deity  --  which He was worthy of 

and could never be disqualified from  --  His attitude was not to cling to those things or His 

position but to be willing to give them up for a season.”              J. MacArthur,  MacArthur Study Bible 

 
 
Verse 7 “Emptied Himself”   ‘ekenose’ from ‘kenoo’  --  “to make empty; of no reputation” 

“form of a bondservant”  (‘doulos’ – willful subjection; voluntary slave) 
 

“KENOSIS Theory”  doctrine of Christ’s self-emptying in His incarnation 
Self-limitation?  Omniscience / Omnipotence / Omnipresence 
Self-renunciation? Not an emptying self of deity for humanity 
 

 Heavenly Glory – gave up face to face with God the Father 
 Independent Authority – completely submitted to the will of the Father 
 Divine Prerogatives – set aside divine attributes & submitted to Holy Spirit’s direction 
 Eternal Riches – for earthly poverty 
 Favorable Relationship w/ God – on cross, felt Father’s wrath for human sin 

J. MacArthur, notes on vs.7,  MacArthur Study Bible 
 

“Emptying includes change of role and status, not essential attributes or nature.” 
 In context of Philippians . . . Follow example of Christ  (v. 2-8); Imitate Christ 

o Not give up or lay aside essential attributes or abilities 
 

Paul is not asking them to give up their intelligence/strength/skill & become a 
diminished version of what they are . . . He is asking them to, like Christ – PUT OTHERS 
FIRST!     Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology 
 
 

Incarnation:  How?  Why? 
Verse 8 “appearance as a man”  (outward appearance)    Is. 52.14, 53.2 
 “humbled Himself” 
 
“After the humbling of Incarnation, Jesus further humbled Himself in that He did not 
demand normal human rights, but subjected Himself to persecution and suffering at 
the hands of unbelievers.”        J. MacArthur, notes on vs.8,  MacArthur Study Bible 
 

 
HE HAD TO BE GOD!  Jesus had to be fully God in order to bear the full penalty of 

sin (no human effort could ever save).  Only flesh could be sacrificed.  Only God could 
produce the Perfect Mediator and reconcile mankind to Himself.  If Jesus wasn’t 
human then He couldn’t be killed.  If He wasn’t fully God, we have no salvation (cross 
is meaningless / resurrection is a myth / ultimately NO Christianity) 
 
 The whole point of Christmas is the saving Christ! 
 Christmas is not just about the baby Jesus (infancy) --- it is entirely about GOD 

JESUS! (deity) 
 

 More astonishing than the virgin birth, a baby in a manger, visible angel choirs, 
and wealthy magi is the FACT that the omnipotent Creator of the universe is in 
that manger! 

 
Every Christmas the question is asked again:  WHO IS JESUS?   

 Jehovah’s Witness:  first created being (Michael); “a god” not “the God” 

 Mormon:  lesser god (birthed by God) 

 Islam:  good prophet        Buddhism:  enlightened master Judaism:  false prophet 

 
 

Who was in the manger of Christmas?    The Right Response . . .    
 The Word:  He is GOD!  (Jn. 1.1-5) 

o Creator King (Col. 1.15-19)  / Image of the invisible God  (Col. 2:9) 
o Exact representation of His nature  (Heb. 1.3)     *Revelation & Expression 

 

 Emmanuel :  “God with us”  (Jn. 1.14, Is. 7.14, Matt. 1.21-23) 
o Promise of Incarnation  
o The Man:  humble bond-servant  (Phil. 2) 

 Propitiation (sacrifice / satisfier of God’s wrath – Rom. 3, 1 Jn. 2) 


