










No matter in which direction a Christian looks, he finds reasons 

to OBEY GOD.

 If he looks BACK . . . he sees Calvary, where Christ died for him. He sees an

empty tomb, where Christ was raised for him.

 If he looks WITHIN . . . he sees Holy Spirit, lives within & teaches him truth

 If he looks AROUND . . . he sees Christian brethren, whom he loves; he sees

a world lost in sin, desperately needing his witness

 If he looks AHEAD . . . he sees the Return of Christ.

- - W. Wiersbe



Verse 28 “Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may

have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.”

“NOW” settles previous discussion and moves to new topic/section of John’s letter . . .

New Birth / Children of God

“ABIDE” stay or remain; a continual, deepening relationship with Christ

 Encouragement to young church to “stay the course” . . . “continue on”





“APPEARS” (Epiphaneia) “emphasizes suddenness & unexpectedness”

“COMING” (Parousia) “arrival of a king or dignitary w/ much pomp & fanfare.”

 “Remember, we’re not on the Planning committee; we’re on the

Reception Committee.” David L. Allen, Preaching the Word Commentary

 “It is the guaranteed promise of Christ’s return that should help motivate

and sustain today’s believer.” Daniel Akin, New American Commentary





HOW WILL WE WELCOME HIS RETURN?

 Ready (“confidence”)

 absence of fear when speaking; freedom in speaking

 stems from a personal, obedient, abiding relationship with Christ

 NOT (“shrink away from Him in shame”)

 hide in the shadows, behind something or someone else



Why would Christians be Ashamed to see Jesus?

 Living a life displeasing to the Lord

 Following after other gods

 Blatant disobedience



“It is impossible to stuff your sins in a dusty attic

somewhere in a desperate attempt to hide them from

the all-seeing eyes of Jesus at His coming.” D. Allen



The Return of Christ should be:

 MOTIVATION for godly living

 INCENTIVE to “Abide” . . . remain in fellowship with Christ

Abiding is: Our Confidence

His Appearing is: Our Motivation



Since sinless; always right intellectually/experientially

Verse 29 “If you know that He is righteousness, you know that

Makes habit; living rightly begotten; belongs to

everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him.”

Who is “born of Him?”  Who is the “child of God?”
 Not everyone!!! All who “PRACTICE RIGHTEOUSNESS”

 Jn. 1.12 “. . . as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to

become children of God,



*God is the source, the originator, the one who causes new

spiritual birth to be possible.

1 Peter 1.3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born

again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from

the dead,



*God is the source, the originator, the one who causes new

spiritual birth to be possible.

Eph. 2.4-5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love

with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our

transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you

have been saved),



EFFECT (righteous behavior)

CAUSE (NEW BIRTH)

Righteous Living
 Evidence of New Birth, NOT the cause

 Confirmation of a New Relationship with God

 Natural result of right belief





“The world ought to know you’re in the family of

God by the way you act.” David L. Allen, Preaching the Word Commentary

 John 13.34-35 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another,

even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will

know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

 2 Peter 1.3-11 “. . . make certain about His calling and choosing”







“A rich man had a fertile farm that produced fine crops. He said to himself, ‘What

should I do? I don’t have room for all my crops.’ Then he said, ‘I know! I’ll tear

down my barns and build bigger ones. Then I’ll have room enough to store all my

wheat and other goods. And I’ll sit back and say to myself, “My friend, you have

enough stored away for years to come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be

merry!”’ “But God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die this very night. Then who will

get everything you worked for?’ “Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly

wealth but not have a rich relationship with God.”

LUKE 12.16-21 (NLT)



If I truly love Jesus, I am greatly looking forward to His return.

2 Tim. 4.7-8 “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I

have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on

that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His

appearing.”

“longed for” (NIV) “eagerly look forward to” (NLT)



If I truly love Jesus, I am greatly looking forward to His return.

Luke 21.34-35 “Be on guard, so that your hearts will not be weighted

down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of life, and that

day will not come on you suddenly like a trap; for it will come upon all

those who dwell on the face of all the earth.”

“Be careful” (NIV) “Watch yourselves” (ESV)








