


What We Are . . .

3:1 “See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us that we

would be called children of God; and such we are.”



Adoption = gives us HIS Name (legal act, place outsider into family)

Birth = gives us HIS Nature (inherited DNA . . . likeness, mannerisms)

God’s love for us does NOT STOP with the new birth . . .

God’s love CONTINUES throughout our lives and takes us right up

to the return of Christ. That’s SANCTIFICATION!



What We Are . . .

Unknown to the World
3:1 “For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.”

 Those outside of Christ CANNOT POSSIBLY FATHOM God’s love

 SHOULD BE MASSIVE DIFFERENCE btwn. believers & rest of humanity



What We Will Be. . .

3:2 “Beloved, now we are the children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what

we will be. We know that when we HE appears, we will be because

we will see Him just as He is.”

 Similar Character . . . NOT a perfect likeness

or complete identity / share a Spiritual unity . . .

NEVER be “like Him” in divinity (not “little gods”)



What We Should Be NOW . . .

“John reminds us that our helps

us to know our .” David Allen, Preaching the

Word Commentary



What We Should Be NOW . . .
Vs. 3 “Everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as HE is pure.”

“ ” Not wishful optimism of the world

 Confident expectation, faith looking forward

 Hope is FUTURE-ORIENTED! Looking to or longing for “His appearing”



What We Should Be NOW . . .
Vs. 3 “Everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as HE is pure.”

“ ”
 Continual moral move toward holiness (character & conduct)

 Free from the stain and curse of sin



What We Should Be NOW . . .
Vs. 3 “Everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as HE is pure.”

“When we are saved we do not possess a state of purity. We are

constantly dependent on Christ’s presence in our lives to counteract

the constant tendency to sin. Light dispels the darkness, but the

tendency to darkness still remains.” David

Allen, Preaching the Word Commentary





1.13 Prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix

your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you

at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, do

not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in

your ignorance, 15 but like the Holy One who called you,

BE HOLY yourselves also in all your behavior”

2.11 “Abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against your soul.”



John says, 2.29 . . . “If you know that He is righteous, you

know that everyone also who PRACTICES

RIGHTEOUSNESS is born of Him.”



Verse 4 “Everyone who practices sin also practices

lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.”

 “Everyone” (‘pas’) No one is excluded from obligation to obey God

 “Practice” Habitually commit; ongoing condition or activity

Continue in with intent to improve or master



Verse 4 “Everyone who practices sin also practices

lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.”

 “Sin” (‘hamartia’ . . . miss the mark)

 “Lawlessness” (‘anomia’ . . . transgression)

 Willful disregard for God (rejection, disobedience)

 Rebellious revolt against God’s will (assert our will against God)



Verse 6 “No one who ABIDES in Him sins.”

1.8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.
1.10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.

To “practice Sin” or “Lawlessness” is an intentional effort to:

 Sin consistently as a way of life (keep on sinning)

 Practice falling short . . . “missing the mark”







WE SIN BECAUSE WE WANT TO! 

James 1.14 But each one is tempted when he is

carried away and enticed by his own lust.





“Lawlessness is more than the absence of God’s law. It is

willful rejection and an active disobedience against God’s

moral standard, which is characteristic of the child of the

devil.”

Daniel Akin, New American Commentary



Verse 8 “. . . the one who practices sin is of the devil”

(slanderer, accuser) – main purpose is to oppose Christ

o Jn. 8.44-47 “murderer” & “liar” (no truth in him)

o Jn. 10.10 “steal, kill, destroy”

o 1 Pet 5.8 “Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking

someone to devour.”



Verse 8 “The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy

the works of the devil.”

(Son of God) – annihilate; render inoperative works of devil

o Not just a future hope but a present reality (Jn. 10.10 “abundant life”)

o LIBERATION in the CROSS! Chains of sin have been loosed!

o Vs. 5 “appeared to TAKE AWAY SINS”





“A person who can enjoy deliberate sin and who does not

feel convicted or experience God’s chastening had better

examine himself to see whether or not he is really born of

God.” Warren Wiersbe

DO I ENJOY MY SIN MORE THAN GOD?





Verse 9 “No one who is BORN of GOD practices sin, because HIS SEED

abides in him; and he cannot sin because he is born of God.”

“I do what I want to do, but in regeneration Christ

did something to my ‘Wanter’.” W. T. Conner (seminary professor)



“Born of God” . . . New Life! New Creation! New ownership!

Jn. 1.12-13 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of

God, even to those who believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the

flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

o 1 Jn.2.29 “everyone who practices righteousness is ”

o 1 Jn. 4.7 “everyone who loves is and knows God.”

1 Peter 1.3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His

great mercy has caused us to be born again!



Verse 9 “No one who is BORN of GOD practices sin, because HIS SEED

abides in him; and he cannot sin because he is born of God.”

“ ”
• His Word!

• His Spirit!

• His Nature!



Love! ! ! Characteristics, Child of God

! ! Disobedience! Characteristics, Child of the Devil

1 Jn. 3.6 “No one who sins has seen Him or knows Him.”

Rom. 8.7-8 “The mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself

to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so,
8
and those who are in the flesh cannot

please God.”

Gal. 5.17 “For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit . . . for these are in opposition to

one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.”



WHO DO YOU BELONG TO?


