


Purpose of 3rd Epistle:

(1) COMMEND a true brother for walking in truth

(2) EXPOSE a false brother who leading away from truth

Author: Apostle John, the “elder”
 Sole survivor of the eyewitnesses of Christ



Recipient: “Gaius”

private, personal correspondence btwn. mentor/mentee

 Common name in 1st cent. Roman empire

oof Corinth (Rom. 16.23);

oof Macedonia (Acts 19.29);

oof Derbe (Acts 20.4)



Verse 2 “I pray in all respects you may prosper and be in good health,

just as your soul prospers.”

More than likely meaning . . . “how are you doing, friend”

“hope all is well”

Another possibility . . . physical illness has caused some hardship – John has heard and is

encouraging him praying that his physical condition match his stellar spiritually healthy condition.

What it absolutely does NOT mean . . . physical & financial promise







Yes, but that’s not all that defines Him!



NO, He desires His glory above all else!

o Ps. 115.1  “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to Your 

name give glory”

o 1 Cor. 10.31 “Whatever you do, do all to the glory 

of God”



NO!  He wants you to be holy.  
1 Pet. 1.15-16



NO! He wants you to be rich in 

grace and mercy . . .  
He wants you, like Paul, to learn content-

ment in whatever circumstance you’re in

(Phil. 2.11-13)



NO!  His major concern is that 

your soul be healthy.  
“I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with
persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am
strong.” To know that “His grace is sufficient for me, so that the power of Christ
may dwell in me.” (2 Cor. 12.9-10)



“How sad that so many people are more 
concerned about a pimple on their face 

than the rottenness in their heart.”





Verse 3-4 “For I was very glad when brethren came and testified to

your truth, that is, how you are walking in truth. I have no greater joy

than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.”

Summary of Gaius . . . “the beloved”

 Soul-healthy, Faithful activity, love for strangers, love for the church

 No difference between creed & conduct . . . profession & practice



“process by which an outsider’s status 
changes from stranger to guest”

3 John 5-8



“loves to be first among them” 
motivated by pride; enjoyed the comfort of his place and status; an exaggerated 

view of his own importance

 ‘PHILO-PROTEUO’ – love of 1st place; strive to be first; desire for preeminence



“does not accept what we say” 
potentially another letter written by John, but read, slandered & destroyed  

Rejects apostolic authority & the message of other missionaries



“unjustly accuses with wicked words” 
slander, libel, gossip --- character assassination in order to gain preeminence



“he himself does receive the brethren” 
disobedient to the command and rule of hospitality; 

failure to extend Christ’s love to gospel ministers



“forbids those who desire to do so” 
strong arms; intimidates; threatens



“puts them out of the church” 
church discipline; excommunication

“. . . forgotten that Christ is the Head of the Church – if he ever knew it!  

. . . forgotten that the Holy Spirit is the Vicar or Representative of Christ.  

No mere man has the right to take charge.”  W. MacDonald



To Gaius (beloved friend) and to us today (the beloved of God) . . .

ONE IMPERATIVE – only COMMAND in the letter:

Mimic, copy, pattern 1 Jn. 2.15-16 (lust of flesh, eyes, pride of life)

Verse 11 “Do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. The one

Source; origin of all that is good 1 Jn. 3.6

who does good is of God; the one who does evil has not seen God.”



Demetrius . . . possible courier of John’s 3rd letter

“ ”

 “from everyone” . . . GOOD REPUTATION in COMMUNITY

 “from truth itself” . . . FAITHFUL OBEDIENCE to Scripture

 “we add our testimony” . . . PERSONAL ENDORSEMENT of “the elder”



Who are you?

. . . servant of the Gospel

. . . hindrance of the Gospel

. . . faithful courier of the Gospel




