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What I’ve seen and heard for myself (personal experience) AND what the Spirit has shown me 

in my study recently, has given confirmation in my spirit to talk to you about a very sensitive, 

but damaging doctrine being taught in churches all over the world today.  Approximately 2000 

years ago, under the influence of Satan, and a misinterpretation of scripture, a false religion 

was birthed in humankind.  Throughout the course of history, the tenants of faith that 

construct this religious institution have been unscripturally founded, humanly distorted 

through moral and political corruption, and blindly followed. This ‘deception’ has kept billions 

from the truth of the Gospel, making them unfit for heaven, and paving smooth the wide path 

that leads to the wide gate of destruction.  I am compelled to share this with you today 

because, as your shepherd, it is my scripture-bound duty to do so:  WARN AGAINST FALSE 

TEACHINGS AND FALSE LEADERS! 
 

This warning today will be the beginning of a new sermon series that I am calling “TRUE or 

FALSE?”  In our society today, a war is raging to discover truth (relativism vs. absolute truth).  

Because so much uncertainty exists as to who/what a true believer is, and the pursuit of what 

is really real, I sense it my duty to call you away from man-centered propaganda and direct you 

back to the truth of God’s Word; to allow that truth to expose what is false; and to reveal the 

deception and damage that has plagued the people of the world.  My goal in this series is to 

(1) Reinforce the Truth in the hearts of believers, and (2) Expose the falsehoods that divide and 

hinder the spread of the Gospel. 
 

Over the course of the next two months, we will examine the false religions of: Islam, 

Mormonism, Buddhism, Jehovah’s Witness, Judaism.  The first warning today may shock and 

surprise many of you because it appears so much “better” or more “God-focused” than the 

rest.  The warning today is this: BEWARE True Believers in Christ of the false religion of 

Catholicism.  By that, I mean the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. 
 

We are going to explore today the teachings of the Catholic religion and how it compares to 

Scripture.  I will not be sharing my opinion, nor will I point fingers at any individuals.  I will relay 

the facts today and put you in a position to decide for yourself.  I will place you squarely 

between the doctrines of the Catholic faith and Scripture.  I do understand the sensitivity of 

this topic and that the teaching will possibly upset or even cause more confusion for some.  I 

pray that it will drive you to Scripture.  Please hear the whole teaching today from a heart that 

desperately wants you to know the truth.  Please try not to allow emotion, family ties, tradition 

or culture to blind or deafen your understanding today. 

PRAYER 

 
I watched with, I confess, a measure of fascination the Pope’s visit to the U.S. last 
week.  I watched the Pope.  I watched the people.  I watched the entourage.  I listened 
to the news commentators, the enraptured spectators, and the overjoyed American 
Catholic leadership lauding (praising) this great man and all he represents. 
 
I found myself, at times, tossed back and forth by various emotions . . . some 
fascination --- some sincere interest --- some anger --- mostly, sadness.  I began to 
explore in my own mind a few things I wandered about the Pope and his beliefs. 

 Who is that guy?  What is a Pope?  What does he do?  What does he believe? 

 Is the Pope a Christian? 
 

 
What is Catholicism?   ‘catholic’ means: universal 

 
First, the Roman Catholic Church portrays itself as the one legitimate heir to New 

Testament Christianity, and the Pope as the successor to the Apostle Peter, the first 

bishop of Rome.  After Peter came a line of successors (‘Apostolic Succession’) until 

we get to AD 312 when Roman Emperor Constantine professed a conversion to Christ 

and declared that Christianity be the official state religion of the Roman empire.  

Through his influence and changes made to the original structure, the Roman 

Catholic Church was formed. 

 

Over 1,000 years later, “With the advent of the Reformation, discussion of the 

church’s nature became inevitable.  To the Protestant reformers, ‘Not the pretended 

chair of Peter, but the teaching of Peter was the real mark of apostleship.  The 

Reformation made the gospel, not ecclesiastical organization, the test of the true 

church.’”     Edmund Clowney, The Church 

 
 
Over the last 500 years, since the Reformation . . . 

o wars have been waged 
o churches and denominations of churches have been birthed 
o reading & interpretation of scripture has been championed and neglected 

 
 
The Catholic church has realized its place in these battles and, at times, has sought 
some measure of reform in its ranks, in attempts to adapt to the changing times.  
These efforts were sought out in what we know as: 

o Vatican Council 1 (1869-70)   papal power/authority and infallibility 
o Vatican Council 2  (1962-65)  more inclusive, less rigid, more modern 

 



Major Tenants of the Catholic Faith . . . 
 
1.  The Catholic Church is the Universal Church 

 Salvation comes through the Roman Cath. Church 
 

Biblical Response:   
 The global (universal) church is comprised of the true followers of Christ who have 

individually had their hearts regenerated by the Holy Spirit, repented of their sins, 
and have believed (trusted) on the Lord Jesus Christ as Son of God and Savior of the 
world. 

 Salvation comes, not through any religion, religious institution, or church 
membership, but through a saving-faith relationship with Jesus.  (John 14.6) 

 
 
 

2.  The Pope is the head of the Universal Church 
 ‘Vicar of Christ’  (“instead of”  or “replacement”) 
 ‘Holy father”  source of truth rather than God  (‘His Holiness’ or ‘Supreme One’ or ‘Excellency’) 
 Infallible in his teaching  (speaks for God; words are the word of God) 

 

Biblical Response:   
 Christ is the head of the body of Christ and rules the universal church.  (Col. 1.18) 
 His replacement/representation on the earth is the Holy Spirit.  (Jn. 14.16-26; 15.26-

27; 16.7-14) 
 Holy Spirit testifies and glorifies Christ . . . teaching is inspired word of God and is 

useful for teaching, reproof, correction, training in righteousness.  (2 Tim. 3.16) 
 God alone is infallible.  (Numb. 23.19; Acts 17.11, Rom. 11.33) 

 
 

 

3.  Revelation from God comes through pope/cardinals/ bishops/priests 
 Priesthood of the believer denied or ignored 

 Access to the Father/heaven must come through Intercessor or Mediator (priest) 
o Sacerdotalism is the belief that priests are essential mediators between God and 

man. The word sacerdotal comes from the Latin word for “priest” and literally 
means “to make sacred.”  

 People cannot approach God on their own, but must come through a priest, whether 
it is for confessing sin, taking communion, or receiving grace. Any divine blessing 
conferred upon an individual comes through the Church; that is, through  
the Church’s ordained priesthood. 
 

 

Biblical Response:   
 Revelation from God comes from His visible attributes and divine nature in creation 

(John 1.1-3; Rom. 1.18-20) and His Word (2 Tim. 3.14-16). 
 

 Because of the work of Christ in redemption, every born-again individual has access 
to the Father through the Son by the power of the Holy Spirit.  (Heb. 4.14-16; 7.24-25; 
10.19-25; 1 Pet. 2.9-10; Jude 3) 

4.  Mary as divine 
 Co-Redeemer, participated w/ Christ in act of redemption 

 Co-Mediator, we can entrust all our cares & petitions 
 

Biblical Response:   
 Christ alone is the Redeemer; He alone suffered and died for sin  (1 Pet. 1.18-19) 
 Christ alone is the one Mediator to whom we can entrust all our cares & petitions.  

(1 Tim. 2.5; John 14.13-14; 1 Pet. 5.7) 

 
 

 
5.  Justification by Faith AND Works 

 Grace is merited by good works 

 Strict adherence to sacraments of the church 
 

Eucharist (‘Eucharist’ meaning Lord’s Table)  

o Christ’s body and blood exist wholly and entirely in every fragment of consecrated 
bread and wine in every Rom. Cath. Church around the world 

o The sacrifice of the cross is perpetuated in the sacrifice of the mass  (re-sacrifice / re-

offering) . . .  Each sacrifice of Mass appeases God’s wrath against sin 
o The sacrificial work of redemption is continually carried out through the sacrifice of 

the Mass 

 
Baptismal Regeneration 

o Baptism conveys God’s grace … remitting all sin, both original and actual 
o Infant baptism: wash away original sin 

 
 

Biblical Response:   
 Justification by faith  (new legal standing before God) 
 Completely & totally the work of Christ  (Rom. 8.29-30) 

 Once enemies (Jms. 4.4), once at war (Rom. 5.1), once in hostile opposition (Rom. 

8.7, Jms. 4.4), once enslaved in unrighteousness (Rm. 3.10-12) 

 Proclaimed ‘NOT GUILTY’, Rom. 5:16-18, 8.1, 29-30 

 Imputation (Christ’s righteousness “imputed” or credited to us, 2Cor. 5:21, Rom. 
4.1-5, 5.17, 19) 

 
 ‘Tetelestai’  The work is finished.  (Jn. 19.30; Mark 16.19; Heb. 7.25; 1 Pet. 3.18) 
 Grace alone.  Faith alone.  In Christ alone!  (Rom. 3.28; Rom.5.1-21) 
 Salvation is attained by grace through faith apart from works.  Good works are the 

result of salvation, not the cause.  (Eph. 2.8-10; Titus 3.3-5)) 
 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

 

5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according 
to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 



6.  Indulgences . . . Penance & Purgatory 
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, an indulgence is “the remission 
before God of the temporal punishment due to sin whose guilt has already been 
forgiven. A properly disposed member of the Christian faithful can obtain an 
indulgence under prescribed conditions through the help of the Church which, as the 
minister of redemption, dispenses and applies with authority the treasury of the 
satisfactions of Christ and the saints.  

An indulgence is partial if it removes part of the temporal punishment due to sin,  
or plenary if it removes all punishment.” 

 

 Finances, good works, prayers to and of saints or Mary, good word or blessing from 
Priest 

 Primary Scriptural passage Catholics point to for evidence of Purgatory is 1 Cor. 3:15, 
which says, “If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only 
as one escaping through the flames.” The passage is using an illustration of things 
going through fire as a description of believers’ works being judged. 

 
Penance  (one of the sacraments of the Rom. Cath. Church) 

 A form of discipline or punishment imposed on a person to demonstrate 
repentance for his or her sins (referred to as “doing penance”). The penitent 
first confesses his sin(s) to a priest. The penitent is then given instructions 
on what to do in order to atone for his sins. Usually, penance takes the form 
of praying certain prayers a specified number of times, fasting, or spending 
time in front of an altar. This is unbiblical. 

 Absolution is “the formal remission of sin imparted by a priest, as in the 
sacrament of penance.” 
 

Biblical Response:  Unscriptural because it focuses on man’s works in order to be 
forgiven, not the blood of Jesus and our relationship with Him.  (1 Jn. 1.9) 
 
 
Purgatory 

 “A place or condition of temporal punishment for those who, departing this 
life in God's grace, are not entirely free from venial faults, or have not fully 
paid the satisfaction due to their transgressions.” Catholic Encyclopedia  

 A place that a Christian’s soul goes to after death to be cleansed of the sins 
that had not been fully satisfied during life. 

 
Biblical Response:  There is not a single scriptural example of, or teaching about, an 
apostle or church leader doling out an “indulgence” to a fellow believer. Not one! 
From its foundation to its summit, the whole structure of the doctrine of indulgences 
is unfounded biblically.  Any reading or interpretation to support the existence of 
Indulgences, Penance, or Purgatory is considered out of context and thereby a false 
doctrine.   

 Heb. 9.27 . . . it is appointed that every man die, and afterwards experience judgment 

7.  Scripture and Tradition together form the Word of God 
 New American Bible, the New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition, 

and the New Jerusalem Bible. Aside from the inclusion of the Apocrypha (7 

extra books--intertestament), each of these Bible translations is reasonably good 
and accurate in how it renders the biblical text into English. 

 Over the years, the traditions/practices/doctrines of the Church have taken 
its place alongside the Bible, in a partnership role, to fully know and 
understand God’s revealed word to mankind. 

 
Biblical Response:  

 ‘Sola Scriptura’  (rallying cry of the Reformation).  As the scripture was translated into 
modern language and made available to others outside the papacy, certain 
Reformers, like Martin Luther, began to notice the discrepancies between biblical 
truth and the Catholic church’s practice. 

 2 Tim. 3.15-17; 2 Peter 1.3-4 
 Because Revelation from God comes through the priests (#3), the Rom. Catholic 

Church has discouraged personal study of the Bible, making the people reliant upon 
them for truth and understanding.  This lack of knowledge has allowed papal 
leadership to include man-made doctrines into their practice that is not included in 
the Bible and conveniently skip over certain scriptures that would inherently rebuke 
them.  All the while, the people follow blindly remaining blissfully unaware of the  
differences between their beliefs and the Bible. 
 

 
Traditions on their own are not bad.  When they begin to take the place of scripture 
is when that practice is out of line and out of sync with God’s Word.  It places that 
practice above God’s standard and the man who ordains it above God. 

 YES – creeds, prayers, hymns, scripture reading, homilies 
 NO – any and all practices not found in scripture. 

Jesus said:   “you have invalidated the Word of God for the sake of your tradition. Jn. 15.6   
Isaiah said:  “This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me.  In vain do they worship 
Me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.”   Is. 29.13 

 

Too many “ANDs”  
 Jesus AND Pope / Jesus AND Mary /  Jesus AND Church  

 Grace AND Works / Bible AND Tradition 
 

Can there be ‘Christian’ Catholics?  Wrong question 

The right question is:  Who can be a Christian?   
 

John 14.6 “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father, 
but through Me.” 

John 6.44 “No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws 
him; and I will raise Him up on the last day.” 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%203.15
http://www.gotquestions.org/New-American-Bible-NAB.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/New-Revised-Standard-Version-NRSV.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/Jerusalem-Bible-JB.html

