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In our society today, a war is raging to discover truth (relativism vs. absolute truth).  Because so 

much uncertainty exists as to who/what a true believer is, and the pursuit of what is really 

real, it is part of my shepherding/equipping responsibility to call you away from man-centered 

propaganda and direct you back to the truth of God’s Word; to allow that truth to expose what 

is false; and to reveal the deception and damage that has plagued the people of the world.  

Over the course of the next two months, we will examine the false religions of: Judaism, Islam, Buddhism,  

Mormonism, Atheism. 

We are going to explore today the teachings of the Jehovah’s Witness and how it compares to 

Scripture.  Once again, I will keep my opinions to a minimum and will relay the facts today and 

put you in a position to decide for yourself.  It is vital, for our understanding, to make every 

effort not to allow emotion, family ties, preconceived notions, tradition or culture to blind or 

deafen our understanding today. 

 
 
What is a Jehovah’s Witness?   A Brief History 

Founder:  Charles Taze Russell (1852-1916) 
 

1868 Russell expresses doubt about hell and eternal torment 
1869 Abandons the church and the Bible 
1870 Attends religious meeting where the concept of ‘annihilation’ was introduced . . . 

humans have no souls, unbelievers at death are destroyed 
 

1872 Russell organizes his own Bible study group to promote/teach his own views of 
scripture 

1879 Beginnings of infamous ‘Watchtower’ writings published 
1884 Zion’s Watch Tower Tract Society 
1888 The movement begun by Russell has grown to a leadership team of 50 members 
 

Early 1900’s  Mass production and distribution of teaching materials handed out door 
to door . . . predictions of world’s end proven false.  Originally tolerated 
with the dawn of WW1 . . . after more false predictions, many leave the 
faith. 

 

1916 After Russell’s death, Judge J.F. Rutherford continues the work.   
1931 The group formally known as the “Russellites” is renamed “Jehvoah’s Witnesses.” 
 
TODAY Headquarters: Brooklyn, NY estimates @8 mill. members worldwide (239 countries) 

 @ 1 million in US 

According to the Watchtower’s website . . . (www.jw.org) 
  
Foundational points of interest . . . 

 Scripture / Bible has been corrupted by the church over time 

 A study of the original languages, along with their ideologies and doctrines, has 

resulted in a retranslation of scripture resulting in the NEW WORLD TRANSLATION. 

 To disagree with the Governing Body (Watchtower Society) is to disagree with 
Jehovah because He uses them as His sole channel of communication to dispense 
the truth.  (only authority to interpret scripture) 

 
 Do not celebrate most holidays 
 Do no hold public office 
 Do not participate in patriotic activities, nor serve in the military 
 Do not accept blood transfusions (do pursue quality medical care) 

 Discourage Bible reading without the aid of Watchtower materials 
 If they remain faithful and obedient till Jesus comes, they will earn the right to be 

declared righteous. 
 

 Do not believe in Hell (eternal torment, separation from God) 
“We do not believe that the soul is immortal, that there is any basis in Scripture for saying that 
God tortures people in an everlasting hell.” 
 

1. ‘Anointed Class’ (144,000    Rev. 7.1-4)  The Remant, The Faithful Ones  (Heaven) 
2. ‘Little Flock’ (Lk. 12.32, Jn. 21.15-17)  Paradise on earth.  (MOST PEOPLE) 

o Earth will never be destroyed and will always have people living on it, 
where all the good people who aren’t part of the 144,000 going to 
heaven will end up. 

3. ‘Annihilation’ wicked people eternally destroyed.  Human soul ceases to exist. 

 
 

Are Jehovah’s Witnesses Christians?          “Yes . . . for the following reasons: 

 We try to follow closely the teachings and behavior of Jesus Christ.—1 Peter 

2:21. 

 We believe that Jesus is the key to salvation, that “there is not another 

name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must get 

saved.”—Acts 4:12. 

 When people become Jehovah’s Witnesses, they are baptized in the name 

of Jesus.—Matthew 28:18, 19. 

 We offer our prayers in Jesus’ name.—John 15:16. 

 We believe that Jesus is the Head, or the one appointed to have authority, 

over every man.—1 Corinthians 11:3.” 

 

Very confusing religion to follow.   
Seem very genuine – passionate – right. 

Some incredibly deep thinkers – knowledgeable students of scripture. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIWI7dmwxcgCFcRsPgodUFILog&url=http://www.healthline.com/diabetesmine/true-or-false-you-can-buy-insulin-from-canada&bvm=bv.105039540,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNHTaGBQg0hVfCWaYf1jZxNPnyohcQ&ust=1445029539805005
http://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/nwt/books/1-peter/2/#v60002021
http://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/nwt/books/1-peter/2/#v60002021
http://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/nwt/books/acts/4/#v44004012
http://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/nwt/books/matthew/28/#v40028018-v40028019
http://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/nwt/books/john/15/#v43015016
http://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/nwt/books/1-corinthians/11/#v46011003
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCL248suvxcgCFcRXPgodcTIKQg&url=http://www.questchurchonline.com/sermons/sermon-notes/&psig=AFQjCNHA7lMhb91acMkkHGb8lZ2s5M8xmw&ust=1445029162166232


I believe they are truly trying to help people.  I believe that their motives are sincere.  
I believe they truly seek to interpret and teach scripture as the inspired Word of God 
that is sufficient to all manners of life and godliness.  I also believe, while in 
agreement with much of their teaching, they are fundamentally wrong in the most 
important aspect of what the scripture is revealing to mankind. 
 
According to their beliefs:   

“Jehovah’s Witnesses are Christians, but they are not Protestants for the 
same reason that they are not Catholics --- they recognize certain teachings 
of those religions as unscriptural.”      

 
“In a number of ways, we are different from other religious groups that are 
called Christian. For example, we believe that the Bible teaches that Jesus 
is the Son of God, not part of a Trinity (Mk 12:29).” 

 

Encyclopedia Britannica states: “Neither the word Trinity nor the explicit 
doctrine appears in the New Testament . . . The doctrine developed 
gradually over several centuries and through many controversies.” 

 
In fact, the God of the Bible is never described as being part of a Trinity. Note these 
Bible passages: 

 “Jehovah our God is one Jehovah.”—Deuteronomy 6:4. 

 “You, whose name is Jehovah, you alone are the Most High over all the earth.”—Psalm 83:18. 

 “This means everlasting life, their taking in knowledge of you, the only true God, and of the one 
whom you sent forth, Jesus Christ.”—John 17:3. 

 “God is only one.”—Galatians 3:20. 

 
 
Evangelical Christians agree with JW’s that the text of the Bible never mentions the 
exact word ‘Trinity’.    YET present throughout all of scripture:   

 Creation, Salvation, Sanctification, Glorification 

 

About God, the Father: “I am Jehovah. That is my name; and to no one else shall I 
give my own glory.” (Isaiah 42:8)  
Jesus said, “that they {disc.} may know You {Jehovah}, the only true God.”  (Jn. 17.3) 
 

The first part of the Bible was written in Hebrew, a language that is read from right to left. In 
that language, the divine name appears as four consonants, הוהי —transliterated YHWH—
known as the Tetragrammaton.   (Jehovah:  from Heb. to Grk. to English) 

 

About Holy Spirit: 

“The holy spirit is God’s power in action, his active force. (Micah 3:8; Luke 1:35) God sends 
out his spirit by projecting his energy to any place to accomplish his will.—Psalm 104:30; 

139:7.” (www.jw.org)   The Holy Spirit is NOT God . . . NOT a person.  It is an intelligent, 
impersonal force out of Jehovah. 

Who is Jesus?   (a question for all of us) 
 The ultimate question or test of any religion/cult/faith 
 If you’re wrong about Jesus, you’re wrong about everything else! 

 

According to Watchtower teachings on Jesus. . . 
 Pre-Human state 

o first and highest created being (archangel, Michael) 
o the son of God, but NOT deity or equal to God 
o “Logos” (Jn. 1.1)  was “a god”  (2nd greatest personage of the universe) 

 
 
 Human state – perfect Man, died only for Adam’s sin, payment to Satan (Ransom 

Theory) 
 

God does not have a literal wife with whom he fathered children. But he is the Creator of all 
life. (Rev. 4:11) Therefore, the first human that God created, Adam, is called a “son of God.” 
(Luke 3:38) Similarly, the Bible teaches that Jesus was created by God. So Jesus is also called a 

“Son of God.”—John 1:49.   God created Jesus before he created Adam.  As God’s firstborn Son, 
Jesus was a spirit creature in heaven before he was born as a human on earth. Jesus himself 
said: “I have come down from heaven.”—John 6:38; 8:23.   (from www.jw.org) 

 
 
 Post-Human state – recreated as a glorious immortal spirit creature, ascended 

into Heaven, and is now under Jehovah God’s capital organization over the entire 
universe. 

 
“Watchtower teachings alter the fundamental identity of Jesus, the very founder of Christianity.  If Jesus 
was created, formerly existed as an angel, was not God on earth, then the Jesus of the Watchtower Society 
is certainly NOT the Jesus presented in the Bible.”   Dillon Burroughs, www.blogos.org 

 
Biblical Response:  Evangelical Christians understand Jesus to be God in all His fullness 
(Col. 2.9), equal in deity, but different in function from God the Father. 
 
John 1:1-3   “logos” meaning “was God”  (“All things came into being through Him”) 
John 17.3-5 Who is the “one true God?”   (“with you before the world was”) 
 
Is. 9.6  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace 
 
Col. 1.15-17 Image of the invisible God . . . firstborn of all creation (heir, superior, pre- 

immanent in rank above all --- NOT first created) 
Col. 2.9  In Him {Christ} all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form 
Heb. 1.3 Christ is the radiance of His glory; exact representation of His nature; upholds all 

things by the Word of His power 
 
Rev. 1.8 I am the Alpha & Omega, says the Lord God, who is, and who was, and who is to 

come, the Almighty 
Rev. 1.17-18 I am the first and the last, and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am  

alive forevermore 
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Rev. 2.8  First and last, who was dead, and has come to life 

Prov. 8.22-23   “The LORD possessed me at the beginning of His way, Before His 

works of old. I have been established from everlasting, from the beginning, before 
there was ever an earth.” 
 
JW:  Jesus was a created being and the “earliest” of God achievements.   

 
Biblical Response:  The JW interpretation of Prov. 8 violates the context. First 9 chapters 

deal with wisdom personified; wisdom talked about in Prov. 8 is NOT referring to Jesus.  
 

If we take Proverbs 8:22-30 to literally mean Christ, than we have to take literally that Jesus 
is a women who cries in the streets (1:20-21), who lives with someone named ‘Prudence’ 

(8:12) in a house with seven pillars (9:1). 

 
 
 

John 3.16   “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 
 
JW:  The Father (Jehovah) begot Jesus the same way that Isaac was Abrahams’ “only-begotten 

son”. In other words, Jesus was the sole creation or the “only-begotten son” in He was the first 
one born and then Jesus created everything else. 
 

Biblical Response:  Abraham not only had Isaac, but he also had Ishmael but it was through 
Isaac’s line that the Jewish nation was born, so Isaac was the “only-begotten son” (Gen. 22 “your 

only son, the one whom you love”);  special, favored or unique son. 
 

“only-begotten son” [Gk: monogenes] intent since Scripture demonstrates that Jesus did not 
have a beginning (John 1:1; Colossians 1:15). Jesus was the unique Son of God.  

We cannot take the phrase “Son of God” in a literal sense that Jesus was fathered by God 
and thus had a beginning. 

 
 
 

John 14.28   “If you loved Me, you would rejoice because I said, 'I am going to the 

Father,' for My Father is greater than I.” 
 
JW:  Since Jesus says that the Father is “greater than I”, He cannot be God Almighty, co-equal 

and co-eternal with the Father. The Watchtower Society concludes that since the Father is 
greater than Jesus than Jesus is lesser than and cannot be in the same sense Jehovah God. 
 
Biblical Response:  What Jesus is saying is that the Father’s greater in position, in heaven, 

not in nature. In Hebrews 1:4 Jesus is called better than the angels which means that Jesus is 
not just higher than the angels positionally but that in His very nature Jesus is different or 
better than the angels in His nature. 

Rev. 3.14   “to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, 'These things says the 

Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God” 
 
JW:  This is a favorite verse of the Jehovah’s Witnesses to “prove” that Jesus had a beginning 
and was the first “creation of God.” They will say, “See, Jesus is the beginning of the creation.” 

 
Biblical Response:  The word beginning [Greek: arche] means “originator, designer, first 
cause, superior”.  We get the English words architect and archbishop indicating “someone who 
builds or who rules over something”. 
 
Arche is also used of God (Revelation 1:8; 21:6: 22:13) in regards to Him being “the beginning and 
the end.” We cannot say that God had a beginning but instead, these verses mean that God 
was “the origin and active cause” of all things. 
 
 

Holy Spirit glorifies Christ and is the guide to TRUTH (Jn. 14-17).  How can JW’s 

properly interpret Scripture without a proper understanding of Christ and the 

indwelling of the Holy Spirit? 

Nearly every theological heresy begins with the misconception of the nature of God and then 
it quickly goes down hill from there.   The bottom line is that over and over again, The Watch 
Tower Bible and Tract Society misinterprets Scripture, blatantly perverts the Deity of Jesus 
Christ, goes against all the best Greek manuscripts and rewrites their version of the Bible.    
Jesus Christ is not just “a god”, the first of Jehovah’s created beings but is God Almighty Himself 
and Scripture bares that out over and over again. 
 

 

From  
Jesus’ substitutionary atonement was accepted for one reason: God accepts only His own 

righteousness. The righteousness of a man or an angel is insufficient to hold up to the holy and 

perfect standard of God’s righteous law. Jesus was the only suitable sacrifice because He was 

the righteousness of God, and as God’s law required shed blood, Jesus took on flesh so that 

He might be a ransom for all who believe in His name. 

 

Notice that if we understand Jesus to be God incarnate, then all the above verses can be 

understood to be true and mutually consistent in their claims. They can also be understood 

clearly with plain reason, taken at face value. However, if we attempt to suggest that Jesus is 

something less than God—Michael the archangel—then these verses are mutually exclusive 

and cannot both be true, when taken in their natural context. Therefore, the truth of God’s 

Word necessitates that we must come to another understanding in which all Scripture is 

unified, interconnected, interdependent, inerrant and true. That unifying truth can be found 

only in the person and deity of Jesus Christ. May we see the truth revealed in Scripture as it is, 

not as we would each have it to be, and may God receive all the glory! 


