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What is Mormonism?   Be careful to read beyond the surface of the religion.  

 Website paints a gloriously similar picture of Christianity and proclaims themselves true 
followers of Jesus 

 Family attraction and good morals; Very friendly and respectful 

 Most converts come from unchurched, though highly successful w/ untaught Baptists 

 
If the Bible is the Word of God (both Joseph Smith & Brigham Young believed this), then the foundational beliefs 
of Mormonism should be consistent with what the Bible teaches. However, there are some drastic 
inconsistencies, and we will look at:  

THREE MAIN AREAS OF DISCREPANCY between Mormonism and the Bible. 
 

 

1.  The Scriptures    
Most of our scriptural writings have come through apostles and prophets. Through apostles 
and prophets, God has given His children sacred writings called scriptures. The scriptures can 
help you know God, His love for you, and His teachings. To the Christian world the most well-
known collection of scriptures is the Holy Bible.     www.mormon.org 

 
Article 8 of “Articles of Faith” . . . We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is 

translated correctly; we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God.  (KVJ, JST) 
 

Because of the corruption throughout the years, additions to the Bible were 
necessary . . . Latter-day Saints accept the following books as scripture: 
 

 The Book of Mormon: another Testament of Jesus Christ, a record of God’s 

dealings with the inhabitants of ancient America (2000 BC – 400 AD). 
o Original writings by Mormon, a desc. of Lehi and general in army, collected 

and edited set of golden plates and gave them to son, Moroni 
o A “new revelation” . . . “another witness” to the Bible  
o Translated by Joseph Smith, 1830 
o Smith claimed as the “most correct book” on earth 

 
 The Doctrine and Covenants, a collection of modern revelations and inspired 

declarations given for the establishment and regulation of the Church of Jesus Christ 
as it has been restored in the last days (1830–1978 AD). 

 
 The Pearl of Great Price, a selection of revelations, translations, and writings of 

Joseph Smith. 
o Clarify doctrines and teachings that were lost from the Bible 
o Adds additional information about earth’s creation 

On Book of Mormon:  “No one could possibly be saved and reject it . . . if false, no 

one could possibly be saved and accept it.”   (BYU Head of Religion Dept.) 
 

“The statement that the Book of Mormon has already been proved by archeological 

evidence is misleading.”  (Dr. Ross T. Christenson, Mormon anthropologist) 

 

Biblical Response:    

 2 Tim. 3.16  (inspired, God-breathed) 

 2 Pet. 1.3-4 (divine power granted to us for knowledge and salvation) 

 Rev. 22.18-19 (complete) 

 
 
 

2.  The Humanity of God  . . . Deflated View of God    
 

Of the Father 

 Not always been Supreme Being of universe (Mormon Doctrine,  p. 321) 

 Once a mortal man, a progressive being who attained (achieved) this status through 

righteous living and persistent effort  (Teachings of Prophet of Joseph Smith, p. 345) 
 

 “Had a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s”  (Doctrine & Covenants 130:22) 

o God had a physical body (“exalted man”) . . . married to a goddess and fathered 

spirit children (including Jesus & Lucifer) 

 Denial of Trinity . . . 3 separate gods - - - Polytheism 

 

Of the Son 

 Mormons believe in the Gospel accounts of the life of Christ 

 Hold Him in high esteem as Savior and Redeemer (believe in His substitutionary 

atonement thru which comes salvation) 
 

Mormon Doctrine, Articles of Faith, Teachings of Prophet Joseph Smith 
 

 Also a god, but not God Himself . . . lesser god 

 Preexisted as a spirit Son of a heavenly Father (Elohim) and a heavenly Mother (Mary) 

o Jesus, who was called Jehovah, was literally procreated by heavenly parents 

 Mormons refer to Jesus as their “elder brother” (oldest of all spirit children);  

Lucifer was his brother and only rebelled b/c he wanted to force all people to be 

redeemed instead of allowing them freedom to choose 

 

*Mormons may claim to know and follow Jesus Christ, but it is a very distorted 

and tainted view of Christ that is not at all mentioned in the Bible. 



Of the Holy Spirit 

 Like Christ, also procreated by heavenly Father and Mother 

 Spirit brother 

 Impersonal influence of deity . . . like electricity 

 

Biblical Response:  God is eternally self-existent and He is not created but the Creator 

Himself. He is holy and perfect and there is no equal to Him.  He is the Alpha and Omega . . . 

who was, and is, and is to come the Almighty!  
(Deut. 33.27, Ps. 9.2, 1 Tim. 1.17, Gen. 1, Ps. 24.1, Is. 37.16, Col. 1.17-18, Rev. 1) 

 

 

3.  An Inflated View of Humanity  
“Mormonism does not believe that human life begins with conception in the womb.  

Rather, spirit and matter, it is argued, have existed from eternity: 
 

‘The intelligent part of man was not created, but always existed.  It is expressed in several 

revelations, that man was in the beginning with God . . . however, man was a spirit 

unembodied.’  (Joseph Smith, Doctrines of the Gospel, Pearl of Great Price: Book of Moses/Abraham) 
 

“These spirits took on spirit bodies when they were born as the literal spiritual 

children of the heavenly Father prior to being born on earth to earthly, physical 

parents.”   (R. Philip Roberts, Mormonism Unmasked, pg. 81) 
 

‘These spirit beings, the offspring of exalted parents, were men and women, appearing in all 

respects as mortal persons do, excepting only that their spirit bodies were made of a more 

pure and refined substance than the elements from which mortal bodies are made.’   
(Bruce R. McKonkie, Mormon Doctrine, p.589 

 
 Humans can become gods.  (Teachings of Prophet of Joseph Smith, p. 345-54 … Doctrine 

& Covenants 130:20)  Mormons believe that they can attain the status of gods in the 

afterlife through their works on the earth. 
 

 Denies concept of original sin.  Adam and Eve preexisted as spiritual beings 

although on the earth.  Their fall in the garden is what turned them into spiritual 

beings.  Adam’s sin is NOT IMPUTED to us. 
 

 Works-based salvation.  “Mormons believe they must scale the mountain of 

perfection and total obedience to Mormonism to know God and the fullness of this 

salvation.”  (Mormonism Unmasked, Roberts, 171)  While they claim faith in Christ, they also 

rely on following the commandments of the Mormon Church and practicing good 

works to ACHIEVE salvation. 

Biblical Response:  Rom. 3.20-28; Eph. 2.1-9; Titus 3.3-5 

(Is. 43.10)   “Before Me there was no God formed, there will be none after Me.”   

(Rom. 11.6)  “If it {salvation} is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works,     

  otherwise grace is no longer grace.”     

 

GOD HAS NO COMPETITION! 

Isn’t that the thrust of all FALSE RELIGIONS?     Find another God besides GOD. 

 

“Faith in a false Christ leads to a false salvation.”    
 

“How Mormonism can assert that men will become gods in the face of such 

overwhelming scriptural evidence is a testimony to the depth of man’s desire to usurp 

God’s place, a desire born in the heart of Satan (Is. 14.14) and passed on to Adam and 

Eve (Gen. 3.5).”                                             

 
 
Other damning doctrines: 
 

A skewed Eschatology  (death, judgment, and the final destiny of the soul of humankind) 

According to Mormon theology, everyone is saved by Christ so that they will live eternally, but 

it is each person’s works that will determine where they will spend eternity and the extent of 

their eternal blessings.  (Articles of Faith, p.78-79; Mormon Doctrine, p. 348) 
 

o Celestial kingdom:  temple-worthy Mormons achieve godhood . . . children who die in 

infancy . . . proxy baptism . . . marriage in the temple. 

o Terrestrial kingdom:  reserved for good and honorable people . . . inactive Mormons are 

assigned here 

o Telestial kingdom:  adulterers, liars and thieves . . . all who reject Mormonism . . . sins paid 

for in spirit prison  (Purgatory – elevation possible thru suffering) 

o Hell and Outer darkness:  apostates from LDS church . . . those who continue to reject 

Mormonism in spirit prison . . . the devil and fallen spirits 
 

 Polygamy (multiple wives/marriages).  After governmental intervention, the church 

officially changed its position on polygamy and said that its members can’t marry more than one 

person.  However, with the example of their founders, Joseph Smith (33 wives) and Brigham Young, 

there are still more than 25,000 polygamous marriages in Utah.  While against man’s laws it is not 

unbiblical. 
 

 Celestial marriage.  Mormons are married for this life and eternity if they get married in the 

temple.  Couples married in the temple also get spirit children --- have children after death in the 

afterlife.  Spirits from celestial marriages that are made in the Mormon temple are circling the earth 

waiting for bodies they might enter and begin their quest to become gods. 



 Baptismal Regeneration.  Must be baptized, by immersion, in the LDS to church, to be 

officially saved. 
 

 Proxy baptism for the dead.  Baptism is essential for a living person’s salvation, but it is 

also needed to secure the salvation of those who never had an opportunity during life to believe 

Mormon teaching.  Baptism for the dead is accomplished by an individual being baptized by 

proxy for one who has died, thus opening an opportunity for the deceased to enter the highest 

heaven . . . must be done in the temple. 

 

 

Galatians 1:6-10  (Purpose of Galatians:  Defense of the Gospel – 

Justification) 

*Galatia: an emotional, intense, fickle people easily swayed, led astray by 

competing voices. 

 

vs. 6 “so quickly deserting Him” (military AWOL) 

 “different gospel” ---  
Jewish leaders from Jerusalem seeking to impose OT legalism / conduct as 

requirement for salvation for new Gentile converts 

 

vs. 7 “disturbing you”  (Grk. word means to “shake back & forth”)  agitate, stir up 

 “distort the gospel”   

 Gospel of grace was being trampled on by the false gospel of works 
 

vs. 8 “if we” (Paul and companions) “if angels”  (hypothetical extreme) 

 

“The Galatians should receive no messenger, regardless of how impeccable his 

credentials, if his doctrine of salvation differs in the slightest degree from God’s 

truth revealed through Christ and the apostles.”   (J. MacArthur Study Bible, note on v. 8) 

 

vs. 9 “if any man”  (religious leader, professing prophet, coming christ) 

 

 

2 Corinthians 11:3-4, 13-15  *Heavy influence of Greek culture & 

philosophy 

 

vs. 3 Corinthian believers Comparison to Adam & Eve who were led astray 

vs. 4 “another Jesus”      “different Spirit”     “different gospel” 
 

vs. 13  False apostles, deceitful workers in DISGUISE 

vs. 14-15 Subtly placed by the ultimate liar, deceiver in disguise 

Sadly, many in the Mormon Church are unaware of the religion’s shady past, 

amended scriptures, and even the full doctrine of their church. Many Mormons who 

have discovered these things have left the church and come to a true saving faith in 

Jesus Christ.  

 

As Christians, we must treat Mormons with love and understand that they are among 

those deceived by Satan himself (1 Peter 5:8). Satan’s goal is to distort the truth, produce 

false assurance of salvation, and extend a deceptive hope of godhood (2 Corinthians 4:4).              

S. M. Houdmann   www.gotquestions.org 

 

 

Conclusion . . . MORMONISM is a FALSE RELIGION! 

Be prepared when encountering Mormonism.  They will say: 

 “We are Christians just like you.” 

 “We believe the same gospel as you do.” 

 “We love and follow Christ just like you do.” 

 

 

Mormonism is a fraud.  It springs from fraudulent beginnings.  It has a fraudulent 

worldview and interpretation of scripture.  Their beginnings are fabricated and are 

held in much doubt.  Their founder was a false prophet, a liar, a criminal, and a tool 

of Satan, disguised as a “servant of righteousness” (2 Co. 11.13-15).  Their teachings are 

contrary both to natural history and the teachings of the Word of God.  Multiple gods, 

multiple marriages, multiple sacred scriptures mock the very God they propose to 

worship.  As with all other false religions, the way of Mormonism leads to death. 

 

BUT . . . genuine, biblical Christians must do more than critique Mormonism; we 

must effectively witness to Mormons regarding the true gospel and urge them to 

believe in Jesus Christ alone for salvation. 

 

 

http://www.gotquestions.org/


 

 

Mormonism . . . Where did it come from?   A Brief History . . . 

 

When Jesus Christ lived on the earth, He organized His Church so that all people could 

receive His gospel and return one day to live with God, our Heavenly Father. After 

Jesus Christ died, was resurrected and ascended to heaven, His Apostles continued 

to receive revelation from Him through the Holy Ghost on how to direct the work of 

His Church. However, after they were killed, members changed the teachings of the 

Church that He had established. While many good people and some truth remained, 

this Apostasy, or general falling away from the truth, brought about the withdrawal 

of the Church from the earth. The Apostle Peter prophesied that Jesus would restore 

His Church before His Second Coming. 

 

When the hunger for religious experience peaked in the 1800s, the lack of unity 

among the differing branches of Christian faith became a stumbling block for some. 

A man named Joseph Smith emerged to propose his own reported religious 

experiences as the solution. 

 

At 15 years of age, He claimed to have seen a vision of God the Father and God the 

Son, in which they denounced modern Christianity and told him that all churches and 

their creeds were an abomination (1 Nephi 13:28; Pearl of Great Price, Joseph Smith – History 

1:18, 19).  They then appointed Smith to reveal and restore “true” Christianity (Articles 

of Faith, p. 182–185) and to reclaim his church as the “only true church on earth” (Mormon 

Doctrine, p. 670; 1 Nephi 14:10). Three years later, Smith alleged that the angel Moroni told 

him about some golden plates that were buried near his home.  These plates 

allegedly contained the history of a prophet named Lehi and his family, who migrated 

from Jerusalem about 600 BC and brought civilization to the American continents.  

After four years of appearances from the angel, Smith was finally allowed to dig them 

up, and he translated what became known as the Book of Mormon . . . named after 

a general (Mormon), descendant of Nephi.  

 
*NOTE.  The Book of Mormon tells of the resurrected Jesus Christ and His visit to His faithful followers in 

ancient America. After His visits to His disciples in the Old World, He descended out of heaven and appeared 

to His followers in ancient America.  The Book of Mormon describes how, during His visit, Jesus Christ healed 

their sick, taught them His gospel, blessed their children, and called twelve disciples to organize His Church 

in the Americas (3 Nephi 11:18; 3 Nephi 12:1-2). 

 
*NOTE- translated from “reformed Egyptian” language, which existence has yet to be proven.  Only 12 men 

have ever been purported to have actually seen the plates.  

 

At this time, 1830, Joseph Smith declared himself to be a prophet of God and then 

set out to "restore true Christianity.”  Adherents claimed that to Joseph Smith was 

restored the “holy priesthood of the apostles and disciples of old.” Smith also 

declared that in these “latter days” of the world, all other churches were participating 

in apostasy (Articles of Faith, p. 182-185) and only his private revelation (or that of those 

associated with him) could be trusted for salvation and instruction (Mormon Doctrine, p. 

670). 

 

Primarily by the efforts of Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery, an organization formed 

and was named The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. The name was 

reported to have come by revelation from Jesus Christ. The LDS church put forward 

that theirs was the task of establishing the kingdom of God and of instituting the 

practices of Christian religion as God intended. These things together were 

commonly called “the restoration of the gospel” and were part of the restoration 

movement of the early 19th century. 

 

Due to their zeal and the ignorance of the 19th cent. Christians, the LDS movement 

grew rapidly gaining more and more converts.  In the beginning the church was a 

community that moved around a lot but eventually settled in a small town in Illinois.  

Because of their presence there, the town grew to be large.  In 1844, the local press 

published a story about Joseph Smith and the church’s multiple marriage policies.  

Smith and his older brother Hyrum, along with 14 others, retaliated by rioting and 

destroying the newspaper office.  As a result, Smith and the others were arrested and 

put in jail.  After Smith was jailed a sympathizer smuggled a revolver to him for 

protection because the townspeople were agitated.  They attempted a jailbreak, but 

were killed in the process.  *Hence, the prophet of God was killed in a jailbreak after committing a 

crime.  This gave the fledgling church what it needed – a martyr.   

 

After Joseph Smith’s death, the church split.  Before all was lost, however, a man 

named Brigham Young was elected leader of the church.  His efforts to rally the true 

saints of God, affirm the Book of Mormon (adding some of his own strange beliefs), 

and further the teachings of the prophet Joseph Smith succeeded in keeping the 

Mormon community together.  Because of further skepticism and difficulties in 



Illinois and later Missouri, Brigham Young moved the group to Salt Lake City, UT, 

where they are headquartered to this day presiding over a following of more than 13 

million people worldwide. 


