
Sermon Notes . . . ‘Reconciliation’ 
Series: “Why Christmas Saves”                      Pastor Chris    

Next week: “Propitiation”             December 13, 2015 
 

Book Recommendation:  The Case for Christmas, Lee Strobel  ($3 in Resource Room) 

 

The Message of the Angel:  Luke 2.10-14 

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased!” 

 

Ever thought much about that wonderful testimony of praise?  Meditated much on its 

implication?  Did they sing?  Did they shout?  

 God gets the glory! Earth gets peace! 

 

But how?  Look around . . . where is the peace?  The world doesn’t seem to be at 

much peace right now . . . don’t really remember when it was.  Could that be that we 

are getting the song OUT OF ORDER . . . we want the peace first, then we’ll give glory 

to God?  Maybe the earth doesn’t have peace because of its rebellion and utter 

refusal to give glory to GOD in the highest! 

 

Also, does that attachment at the end of vs. 14 have anything to do with it? 

Is “peace” for all the earth or just those whom He is pleased? 

 

What is PEACE? 

 “Siri” --- freedom from disturbance; quiet tranquility 
cessation of war or violence 
 

 OT --- “Shalom” . . . prosperity or well-being 
o Standard greeting in middle eastern culture 
o Refers to relationships with people, nations, and God w/ man 

 

 NT --- “Eirene”  . . . rest & tranquility - - - unity & accord 

 
“Peace does not mean just the absence of trouble; in Hebrew, peace always means 

everything which makes for a man’s good.  In the East, when one man says to 

another, “Shalom” he does not mean that he wished for the other man only the 

absence of evil things; he wishes for him the presence of good things.  In the Bible, 

peace means not only freedom from all trouble, it means enjoyment of all good; 

God’s highest good to you.”               Johnny Hunt, Sermon – “Peacemakers” 

 Peace is so often desired . . . but only on “my” terms! 

 More often than not, what we mean by peace is: LEAVE ME ALONE!  Which 

translated means:  “if you do what I want, then there will be peace.” 

 

Worldly peace depends on FAVORABLE CIRCUMSTANCES . . . 

 If things are going well, we feel peaceful 
 If things go awry, peace quickly dissipates. 

 

This peace is conditional.  It contains ultimatums / threats / innuendo / demands. 

 

 

True biblical peace, God’s supernatural peace, is COMPLETELY UNCONDITIONAL, 

surpassing all human or worldly understanding.  Take a peak at Phil. 4 sometime -- 

notice this unfathomable peace that alludes human understanding . . . producing 

contentment in seasons of lack or plenty . . . in the good times or bad . . . WITHOUT 

CONDITION, producing this revelation, “I CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH CHRIST 

WHO STRENGTHENS ME!” 

 

To find this peace, we must go back to the angel’s message: 

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased!” 

 
Yes, that last attachment to vs. 14 is crucial to our understanding of peace and a right 
relationship with God, the source of peace. 

 “with whom He is pleased”  (NASB)  
 “on whom is favor rests”  (NIV)  
 “good will to men”  (KJV) 

 

Is peace for the whole earth?  Obviously not, or there would be.   

Vs. 10 proclaims that the “GOOD NEWS” is for ALL PEOPLE . . . yet, the peace only 

comes to those “with whom is pleased.”   

 

So who can please God? 
 Ps. 147.11  “The Lord favors those who fear Him”  (worship/respect) 

 Rom. 6.8  “Those in the flesh cannot please God”  (Spiritual) 

 Heb. 11.6  “Without faith -- impossible to please God”  (believing & trusting) 

 Col. 1.10    Pleasing Him is accompanied by “bearing fruit in every good  
  work” and “increasing in the knowledge of God” 

 

Ultimately, the one who receives the Peace-maker, the 
Prince of Peace, will have peace with God! 



 “The KEY TO PEACE is keeping together what the angels keep together:  ‘Glory 

to God’ and ‘Peace to men.’  A heart bent on showing the glory of God will know the 

peace of God.” 
 

“The peace of God can never be separated from Himself.  If we want peace to rule in 

our lives, God must rule in our lives.  God’s purpose is not to give you peace separate 

from Himself.” 
 

“God’s offer of peace goes out to all, but only His chosen people – the people who 

receive Christ and trust Him as Savior and Messiah and Lord will experience the 

brings.”       John Piper, The Dawning of Indestructible Joy 

 

Romans 15.13  “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace IN BELIEVING, so 

that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Peace comes in BELIEVING . . . not just in favorable circumstances.  Often comes 

through affliction and adversity and suffering: 

 David (Ps. 23  “though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death”) 

 Isaiah  (Is. 43  “through the fire and flood”) 

 Paul  (2 Cor. 12 “thorn in the flesh / grace is sufficient    Phil. 4 “learned contentment” 

2 Cor. 4.7-18  “momentary light affliction”) 

 

 

 Peace “of” God surpasses all understanding!  (Phil. 4.7) 

o Impacts us personally / relationally / emotionally 
 

 

 Peace “from” God is something not often talked about. 
 

John 3.36   “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey  

the Son will not see the life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” 
 

Rom. 1.18   “The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and  

unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness.” 

 

All unsaved, unregenerate people are at war with God!  Only when we realize that 

we are enemies of God, separated from Him, and doomed for eternal damnation, can 

we realize our need for reconciliation. 
o Matter of life and death  (Eph. 2) 

o State of condemnation - - - Forgiveness  (Col. 1.13-14) 
o Enemies of God - - - Friends of God  (Jn. 15. 15, James 4.1-4) 

o War w/ God - - - Peace w/ God  (Rom. 5.1; 8.6-7) 
 

 Peace “with” God is surely the ULTIMATE GOAL! 
Rom. 5.1  “Having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

 

 

2 Corinthians 5.17-21 
 

RECONCILIATION . . . restored to friendship and harmony 
 “in” Christ  (v. 17, 19)  “through” Christ  (v. 18) 

 “for” Christ  (v. 20)  “on behalf of” Christ  (v. 20) 

 

JESUS . . .the Agent of Reconciliation --- No Peace with God without Jesus! 

 

Vs. 18 “all these things are from God”  (the “new things” of vs. 17) 

Vs. 19 “not counting their trespasses against them” 

 

“Through God’s plan of RECONCILIATION, all the hostility, animosity, and alienation 

separating the Holy One and sinners vanishes, and those who were once His enemies 

become His friends.”     John MacArthur, NT Commentary -- 2 Cor. 5.18 
 

 

The glorious GOOD NEWS the angels sang about is that the sin-devastated 

relationship between lost sinners and holy God is BEING RESTORED!!! 

 

Peace begins with Christmas with an angel proclamation on a rural hillside outside 

of Bethlehem.  The peace-proclaiming / gospel-sharing / news-breaking angel 

declaring for all the world that PEACE WITH GOD IS POSSIBLE!!!   

 

 

But that was just the beginning . . . 

o Peace comes to the earth, not through a babe in a manger,  

o but through a man on a CROSS. 

 

We don’t sing “At the manger, at the manger where I first saw the Light, and the 

burdens of my heart rolled away . . .” 

 

 At the cross, the war for peace was waged! 

 At the cross, where our sin debt was paid! 

 At the cross, where our souls were ransomed and reconciled! 

 



“At the cross, all of men’s hatred and anger was vented against God.  On the cross, 

the Son of God was mocked, cursed, spit upon, pierced, reviled, and killed.    

YET . . . the violence brought peace.  God’s greatest righteousness confronted man’s 

greatest wickedness, and RIGHTEOUSNESS WON!  And because righteousness won, 

PEACE WON!”        Johnny Hunt, Sermon – “Peacemakers” 
 
 

Reconciliation is . . .  

 Not something we accomplish when we stop rejecting God 

 Something man receives when God stops rejecting him  (John MacArthur) 

o God’s gracious choice; His gift to mankind 

 “Our unbelief and His wrath must separate.”  John Piper 

 “You and your sins must separate or you and your God will never come 

together.”  C.H. Spurgeon 

 

Until unrighteousness is changed to righteousness, there cannot be godly peace. 

 Sinners cannot, nor will not, make peace or reconcile on their own terms. 

 “Unregenerate people have NO ABILITY to appease God’s anger against 

sin, satisfy His holy justice, or conform to His standard of righteousness.”  
(Eph. 2 / Rom. 3) 

 

 

You want peace?   “of” . . . “from” . . . “with” GOD 

Must be motivated and directed by desire to please and honor God. 

 His interests . . . not yours  His reputation . . . not yours 

 His commands . . . not yours or anyone else’s   (should take precedence over all others) 

 
 

The question is:  Will you follow Him?  Will you glorify Him?  Will you stop 

managing your own life and start trusting Him to do the saving? 
 

The Father, by nature, is a saving God.     

 Children of Israel wandering in the wilderness . . . that’s God in that pillar of 

fire at night and cloud by day - - - SAVING HIS PEOPLE! 

 

 Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego . . . that’s God in the fiery furnace with them 

- - - SAVING HIS CHILDREN! 

 The Prodigal Son . . . that’s God running down the path reconciling His child 

to Himself.  HE RUNS TO RECONCILE!!! 

 

 The Cross . . . that’s God hanging there, reconciling His people who have 

wandered off.    HE DIED TO RECONCILE!!! 

 

Best part?  Eternal peace --- can begin today!  Life and Peace can begin today as the 

Holy Spirit works in the life of a believer. 

 

 
But what’s so great about GOOD NEWS if you can’t share it with others? 

Once His peace rules in our hearts, we are able to share that peace with others; we 

become publishers / proclaimers of peace (Is. 52.7) and ministers of reconciliation. 

 

 

AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST!  Representatives of the King 

 

Vs. 18 “ministry of reconciliation”  (what we do) 

 

Vs. 19 “word of reconciliation”  (what we say) 
o Vs. 20  “beg you . . . BE RECONCILED TO GOD!” 

o Vs. 21  “we can become the righteousness of Christ” 

 

 

St. Francis of Assisi:  “Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace.” 

 


