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Atheist:   “a-theos” means “without God” or “no God.”   Someone who 

does not believe in the existence of God 

 14% of US population  (50 million) 50% UK population   (220 million world-wide) 

 

 

1. Functional Atheist:  say they believe in God, or in some “higher power”, but  

practically live as if there is no God . . . No affect in their life. 

Apa-theist: Pragmatic or practical atheism.  Acting with apathy, disregard, or lack of interest 

towards belief or disbelief in a deity. Normal life simply does not need or involve 
God in any way, shape or form. 

“Modern shopping malls are our cathedrals; mammon has replaced God as the 
reason for our existence.” (David Robertson, Engaging With Atheists) 

 

 

2. New Fundamental Atheist:  1960’s claim, “GOD IS DEAD!” 
 Arrogant, aggressive, intolerant   

(uses mockery, ridicule, contempt, and intellect as weapons in a fight) 
 

 Fundamental belief in science as “theory of everything.”   
(deep set and fiercely defended) 

 
 Old School:  Bertrand Russell, Sigmund Freud, Jean-Paul Sartre, Madilyn Murray O’Hair 

 Current Advocates:  Richard Dawkins, Sam Harris, Daniel Dennett, Christopher Hitchens 

 Celebrities:  Bill Maher, Ricky Gervais, Penn Jillette 
 

 
Anti-theist:  “anti” means “against.”  One who strongly opposes religion or any belief in a 

deity.  Holds that theism is harmful and should be countered.  Primarily an attitude of 

aggressive hostility toward religion or religious people or ideas. 

 
Secularist: Removal of religion from public life. 
 
“Christianity is perceived as an infantile delusion that we need to be set free from.  
It inhibits science, sexuality, and society.”     (David Robertson, Engaging With Atheists) 

After the events of 9/11, a branch of atheism – militant atheism (sometimes 

referred to as “hate-theism”) – rose up and demanded that society rid itself of all 

religion.  Rather than focusing on extremists who use religion to justify their 

murderous actions, the militant atheists lumped all peoples of faith together and 

labeled all religion “dangerous.” 

 

Frederich Nietzsche:  “I call Christianity the one great curse, the one great intrinsic 

depravity . . . I call it the one immortal blemish of mankind.” 

 

Tolerance and Intelligence . . .  “A militant Christian shoots an abortion doctor, a 

militant Islamist detonates a bomb, a militant atheist writes a book.” 

 
 

3. Agnostic Atheist:  “a-gnosis” means “without knowledge.” They say there is 

insufficient information for belief.  Claims about the existence or non-existence of 
any deity, as well as other religious claims, are unknown or unknowable (impossible 
to know . . . NO PROOF!) 
 

o Humanist:  “Free-thinkers.”  Truth should be formed on the basis of logic, reason, 

or evidence as opposed to “irrational” religion.  Deals with humanity without God. 

 
o Skeptic:  Questioning attitude toward religious knowledge, facts, or opinions.  

Trust scientific facts. 
 

 

WHY PEOPLE BELIEVE . . .  According to atheists, Christianity is primarily a 

“delusion, a self-creation by human beings who were looking for comfort but ended 
up being oppressed by their own invention.”     The Essence of Christianity, Feuerbach 

 
 

WHY PEOPLE SHOULD NOT BELIEVE . . . Evidence and Faith 

“Atheism is not a belief or faith.  Atheists believe that faith is a commitment 
contrary to evidence and reason.”  (Robertson, 28) 
 
Atheists believe that empirical science is the only path to understanding reality.  
That blind, natural forces are responsible for all of reality which we perceive. 
 
Atheist definition of faith:  “Irrational belief in the absence of evidence.” 
 
When asked what he would say to God, if he existed, at his death:  

 Bertrand Russell: “Not enough evidence.”    

 Richard Dawkins:   “Why did you take such great pains to conceal yourself?” 



“Faith is one of the world’s great evils, comparable to the smallpox virus but harder 

to eradicate.”   Richard Dawkins 

 

The existence of God cannot be proven; it must be accepted by faith.   
Yet it takes just as much faith to believe in atheism. 

 

“To make the absolute statement ‘God does not exist’ is to make a claim of knowing 
absolutely everything there is to know about everything and of having been 
everywhere in the universe and having witnessed everything there is to be seen.”   

S. Michael Houdmann, www.gotquestions.org 

 

With this criteria, the atheist has only the admission that God “probably” does 

not exist. 
 Few people would eat a meal labeled, “probably not poison” 

 Few would fly an airplane marked, “probably safe to fly” 

 
The stance that “science has disproven God” could not be further from the truth.  

Bertrand Russell:  “What science cannot discover, mankind cannot know” is also 

a falsehood of enormous implications.  

 

Science is NOT omniscient . . . not omnipotent! 
 
Atheist view:  “Christianity is the enemy of science.” 

 
The Bible . . . “A book full of contradictions and errors.  Its history is bad and its 
science is worse.”  IT CANNOT BE TRUSTED! 
 

 

 

 

Why People STOP believing . . .  Appeal of Atheism 

 
1. Ignorance – lack of sufficient or correct information.   
 
Where there are blanks, man will inevitably fill them in with his own ideals (myths, 

fairy tales, superstitions, mystic experiences) 
 

“Exposed to a mishmash of confusing claims, some people decide there is no truth to any of 
it and throw the baby out with the bathwater.”     S.M. Houdmann 

 
They adopt the attitude that the Creator of the universe owes them evidence of His 
existence or an explanation of His actions.  (HEIGHT of ARROGANCE) 
2.  Disillusionment – negative experiences; often fueled by anger or hurt 

o If God existed, He would behave in a manner that makes sense to me, or I could agree with 
o Propels people to find comfort that can be seen, felt, or known 

 
 
3.  Evil / Suffering . . . The Classic Problem 
If God is so good then He will want to prevent suffering.  If he is all-powerful he will 
be able to prevent suffering.  Because suffering exists, it is clear that the loving, 
omnipotent God of the Bible simply does not exist. 

 
 

4.  Hypocrisy 
“The single greatest cause for atheism in the world today is Christians who 
acknowledge Jesus with their lips and walk out the door and deny Him with their 
lifestyles.  This is what an unbelieving world simply finds unbelievable.”    

Brennan Manning 

 
Different world religions:  Christianity, Judaism, Catholicism, Islam, Buddhism, Mormonism, J.’s Witness 

 
“The Bible says a whole lot more against idolatry and worship of false gods then it 
does against atheism.  Worshipping the wrong gods, or the right god in the wrong 
way, is just as reprehensible as refusing to worship God at all.”   (Robertson, 20) 
 
 

 
5.  Human Exaltation . . . “I am my own God” 
The idea of self-determination appeals to our rebellious natures. 

o Not responsible to any higher power . . . No accountability after death 

 
“If human beings are self-created, self-determined, and self-centered, then there is 

no moral law or lawgiver to whom they must submit.  There are no absolutes and 

no one to whom they are ultimately accountable.  By adopting such a mindset, 

atheists can focus on seeking pleasure in this life alone.  By denying the existence 

of a Creator, atheists can do whatever they please without concern for future 

judgment or eternal consequences.      S. M. Houdmann, www.gotquestions.org 

 
“While the gospel reveals our intrinsic value as the height of creation, it also shows 

the depth of our depravity through our multi-faceted and ever-creative forms of 

mutiny.  Humans are highly competent sinners.”   Dan Dewitt, Jesus or Nothing 

 
“It isn’t just that I don’t believe in God and, naturally, hope that I’m right in my 
belief.  It’s that I hope there is no God!  I don’t want there to be a God; I don’t 
want the universe to be like that.”   Thomas Nagle, The Last Word  



Is this new?  Hardly --- Biblical Profile of Atheism 

 

The world before Christ was intolerant and resistant.  And the world after Christ 

was just as intolerant.  Where did it come from?  From the heart of Satan to the 

mind of man . . . 
 

Gen. 3  Man’s attempt to be “like God” 

Gen. 6  “Intent of man’s thoughts were only evil all the time” 

Gen. 11  Man’s arrogant attempt to touch God 

 

Kings of the earth:  Pharoah, Nebuchadnezzar, Xerxes, Caesar  (God on earth) 

 

Psalm 2.2 “kings of the earth take their stand . . . against the Lord, against His anointed, 

saying, ‘Let us tear their fetters apart and cast away their cords from us!’ ” 
 

Ps. 10.3-4 “the wicked boasts of his heart’s desire -- all his thoughts are, ‘There is no God.’” 

Ps. 14:1-3 “the fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 

Ps. 36.1-4 “Transgression speaks to the ungodly in heart - - No fear of God before His eyes” 

 

Matt. 10  Jesus said, “the world will hate Me” 

Matt. 12.30-32 “he who is not with Me is against Me”  (UNFORGIVABLE SIN) 

 

John 1.11  “He came to His own and His own did not receive Him” 

John 8  “My word has no place in you . . . you are of your father, the devil” 

 

Romans 1.22 “professing to be wise, they became fools” 

  “futile speculations . . . foolish, darkened hearts” 

 

1 Cor. 1.18-31 “the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing”  (v. 18) 

  “God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise”  (v. 27) 

 

1 Tim. 6.3-5 
If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, 4 he is conceited and 

understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes 

about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, 5 and constant 

friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that 

godliness is a means of gain. 
 

 
2 Tim. 3.1-4 “lovers of self” (v.2),  more than “lovers of God”  (v.4) 
 

INEVITABLE RESULTS OF ATHEISM 
 

Romans 1.18-32  18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness …. 22professing to be wise, they 

became fools.  28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over. 
 

Eph. 4.17-19 . . . 17 So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as 

the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded 

from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; 

19 and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every 

kind of impurity with greediness. 

 

Hebrews 10.26-31 . . . For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, 

there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and the 

fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries. 31 IT IS A TERRIFYING THING TO FALL INTO THE HANDS 

OF THE LIVING GOD. 

 
How do we reach them? 
 

Pascal’s Wager  (Blaise Pascal, 17th c. French philosopher / mathmetician / physicist) 

 IF the atheist is right . . . nothing lost or gained 

 IF the atheist is wrong . . . everything is lost – fully aware of error beyond the grave 

 Not meant for some baseless, intellectual ascent or meaningless agreement . . . but on-going 

action!  Real LIFE CHANGE!!! 

 

“Do’s” 

 Try to understand why people become atheists.  Listen and ask questions. 

 Become more educated – READ more and learn history, theology, current affairs. 

 Recognize atheists come in many different shapes/sizes and cannot all be lumped together 

 Examine self to see if you live life in such a way that your belief in God is self-evident 
 

“Don’ts” 

 Assume you understand what they think and how they got there 
 Place labels on people and forget their basic humanity . . . Image of God? 
 Assume that everyone who lives differently is more ignorant or more evil than you 
 Get immersed in bitterness or anger 
 Believe everything you’re told 
 Argue to the point of burning bridges or forfeiting potential relationships 

 

*ATHEISTS ARE NOT OUR ENEMY . . . they are God’s enemy.  So were we (Rom. 5, Eph. 2).   
 

*“Only when people realize they are broken people living in a broken world will they seek 

the ‘FIX’ of the gospel.”   (Robertson, p. 94) 

 

1 Peter 3:15 . . . “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give  

the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect.” 


