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What a DIFFERENCE the Holy Spirit can 
make!!

What can God do with a life that 
is totally and completely

YIELDED to Him?









1 Peter 1:1-2a

(NASB) Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who

reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia,

Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen

according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,



Author  (who’s writing?)

Peter (“through Silvanus” or Silas as scribe/secretary)

‘Apostle of Jesus Christ’

o Authoritative messenger

o Called, commissioned, and sent with HIS authority

o Eyewitness of resurrected Christ



Audience  (who’s reading?)

Stranger (alien, pilgrim, sojourner, exiles)

Jews?  Gentiles?   
Christians . . . “during your stay on the earth” (1.17)  

Away from true home . . .
Citizens of heaven
Aliens on the earth



Audience  (who’s reading?)

Scattered (‘Diaspora’ . . . Dispersion)

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, Bithynia  

Many churches with a large number of believers





Audience  (who’s reading?)

Chosen
(The ELECT, meaning “called out” ones)









Purpose  (why he’s writing?)

Encourage Christians to endure coming persecution and 
suffering

How to live victoriously in the face of great affliction w/out 
losing hope, becoming bitter.    “Stand firm in the grace of God”  
(5.12)

Remember your election and the “living hope” 

within you  (1.3)



Purpose  (why he’s writing?)

“The letter does not represent good advice but a binding

apostolic word for the church.” T. R. Schreiner, New American Commentary

“To strengthen the readers in the ‘NOW’ of their suffering and

persecution by assuring them that the future of glory will

transform their present condition.”

P. J. Achtemeir, Newborn Babes and Living Stones



“who are chosen”
‘Eklektos’ meaning “called out ones”  (pick, select)  

ELECTION . . . “an act of God before creation in which He

chooses some people to be saved, not on account of any

foreseen merit in them, but only because of His sovereign good

pleasure.” Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology



NO Conditions!
“He has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 

own works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was 

granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity.”   2 Tim. 1.9

“If election were based on anything the sinner might be 

or do, then ultimately salvation would depend on 

human merit.”   Boice & Ryken, The Doctrines of Grace



NO Conditions!
“Divine election reminds the readers that they have status, 
not because they are worthy or noble, but because God has 
bestowed His grace upon them.”   J. H. Elliot, A Home for the Homeless     

YOU WERE NOT WORTHY . . .  
but YOU WERE WORTH IT!



NO Conditions!
Eph. 1.4-5

He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world,

that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love

He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus

Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His

will,



1 Peter 1.2a 
“according to the foreknowledge of God the Father . . .”

“The word ‘foreknowledge’ is never used in terms of knowing about

future events, times, or actions (omniscience). What it does describe is

a predetermined relationship in the knowledge of God whereby God

brings the salvation relationship into existence by decreeing it into

existence ahead of time.”

S. M. Houdmann, gotquestions.org



1 Peter 1.2a 
“according to the foreknowledge of God the Father . . .”

A long time before our birth, God “knew” His elect in a

personal, intimate way . . . set His COVENANTAL love

upon us . . . and adopted us as His own.

• Choosing MERCY for some

• Leave others in their sinful rebellion (Rom. 9.14-18)



Fair?
Agree with David: “His way is perfect” (Ps. 18.30)

Agree with Isaiah: “His ways are higher . . . His thoughts are higher

than ours” (Is. 55.8-9)

Agree with Paul: “He is the Potter, we are the clay” (Rom. 9.21)

Agree with Jesus: “This is the will of HIM who sent Me” (Jn. 6.39)



Without God’s plan, purpose, and activity, who could be 
saved?

STOP TRYING TO FIGURE OUT GOD!

GOD’S ULTIMATE PRIORITY?

Not our Salvation -- but HIS GLORY!!!



Without God’s plan, purpose, and activity, who could be saved

“We cannot explain the mystery of God’s sovereignty and

man’s responsibility, but realize that both are taught in the

Bible and are harmonized in God’s great plan of salvation.”

Warren Wiersbe



Without God’s plan, purpose, and activity, who could be saved

“Any difficulty in reconciling God’s election and human

responsibility lies in man’s mind, not God’s. The Bible

teaches both doctrines, and we should believe both.”

William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary



The doctrine of ‘ELECTION’ or ‘Divine Sovereignty’ is 
not meant to confuse us . . .

Devastate our PRIDE!  

Elicit our PRAISE!



The doctrine of ‘ELECTION’ or ‘Divine Sovereignty’

He gets ALL the glory . . .

you get none!!!  (Eph. 2.8-9)

According to the foreknowledge of God the Father . . .

By the sanctifying work of the Spirit . . . 

To obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled by His blood . . .



1 Peter 1.2b 
“May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.”


