
“The Elect’s FAITH”   1:6-9
Borrowing one of ours?  Page 1211 / 1587

Pastor Chris
Sunday, February 28, 2016



Verse 6 “in this you greatly rejoice”
“this”  (‘in which circumstances’ OR ‘for that reason’)

“Salvation joy is NOT some brief, shallow, circumstantial emotion, but 
rather something permanent and profound.”  (MacArthur, NT Commentary)

•Mere happiness comes from positive, external events

•Salvation joy results from deep-rooted confidence that one 

possesses eternal life



Verse 6 “In this you greatly rejoice, even though now 
for a little while, if necessary, you have been 
distressed by various trials,”

• “if necessary”  (1 Pt. 3.17  “if God should will it so”)

• “distressed” . . . physical pain  /  mental anguish  /  emotional upheaval

• “various” (Grk.  ‘poikilos’ meaning ‘many colored’)

“Just as trouble is diverse, God’s sufficient grace for believers is equally 

diverse.  There is no form of trouble that some facet 

of divine grace cannot supersede.”
MacArthur NT Commentary





“Suffering is still painful or it would not be described as 
suffering.  Believers rejoice despite suffering because they 

know that it will not persist forever.”    
T. Schreiner, New American Commentary

“Through” Moments 

Ps. 23 “walk through the valley of the shadow of death”

Is. 43 “through the floods and fire”

2 Co. 4.17 “momentary, light afflictions”

1 Pet. 5.10 “suffered for a little while”





Purpose of Trials
VERSE 7  “proof of your faith”   
James 1:  Endurance, Perfected faith, Lacking in nothing        

Romans 5:  Perseverance, Proven Character, Hope

Test! Strengthen!     Increase!

SUFFERING is a REALITY of LIFE! 

“Suffering is the pathway to a godliness that 

passes the test on the last day.”  







Purpose of Trials      
Study Bible Note – James 1:2  “trials”

This Grk. word connotes trouble, or something that breaks the pattern
of peace, comfort, joy, and happiness in someone’s life.

The verb form of this word means “to put someone or something to
the test,” with the purpose of discovering that person’s nature or that
thing’s quality.

God brings such tests to prove the strength and

quality of one’s faith and to demonstrate its validity.



Purpose of Trials      

Flesh will LUST . . . leading to SIN
Consequences: Guilt / Shame / Separation from God

Cannot blame God (James 1.13-15)

Satan will TEMPT . . . leading to SIN (away from God)

God will TEST . . . leading to FAITH! (to God)

MORE PRECIOUS than GOLD





“He lifted me out of the pit of despair, out of the 
mud and the mire.  

He set my feet on solid ground and steadied me as 
I walked along.”

Psalm 40.2





Results of Trials
“Praise” . . . Applause of the King   

“Well done good & faithful servant”

“Glory” . . . Likeness of the King (1 Jn. 3.2)

“Honor” . . . Heirs with the King (Rom. 8.17)

“Salvation of your souls”
 (vs. 9, “outcome of your faith”)



Results of Trials
1 Peter 5.10 After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all

grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect,
confirm, strengthen and establish you.

Romans 6.22 But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to

God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the
outcome, eternal life.





Verse 8
“though you have not seen Him, you love Him”   (Past experience)

“though you do not see Him now, you believe Him”   (Present experience)

Trust +Obedience = FAITH



“Blessed are those who believe without seeing.”  
John 20.29



We will be grieved when trials come upon us, but 
“do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal.”  

In the midst of it, we can “greatly rejoice with joy 
inexpressible.”

UNENDING LOVE!

LIVING HOPE!

INEXPRESSIBLE JOY!

PEACE that SURPASSES all understanding





Peter . . .
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which
comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were
happening to you;

but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on
rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with
exultation.

1 Peter 4.12-13



James . . .
Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials

knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let
endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing.

James 1.2-4



Paul . . .
We also exult in our tribulations . . .

knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance,
proven character; and proven character, hope; and hope does not
disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

Romans 5.3-5



Jesus . . .
In the world you have tribulation . . .

but take courage; I have overcome the world. John 16.33



Jesus . . .
“Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of
righteousness . . .

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely
say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great.

Matthew 5.10-12




