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The Elect’s JOY
Trinitarian work/activity of the Godhead

Foreknowledge (v.2) and Mercy (v.3) of God the Father

Sanctification and Regenerating (Titus 3.5) work the Holy Spirit

Atoning sacrifice of the Son



The Elect’s JOY
Because of . . . Re-Birth / Regeneration

• Living Hope (through resurrection of Christ)

• Protected, Reserved Inheritance (imperishable, undefiled, unfading)

• Promised Salvation . . . to be revealed in last time



Verse 6 “in this you greatly rejoice”
“this”  (‘in which circumstances’ OR ‘for that reason’)

“. . . not a mere fleeting sense of happiness”  R. C. Sproul   

“Salvation joy is NOT some brief, shallow, circumstantial emotion, but 
rather something permanent and profound.”  (MacArthur, NT Commentary)

•Mere happiness comes from positive, external events

•Salvation joy results from deep-rooted confidence that one 

possesses eternal life



Verse 6 “In this you greatly rejoice, even though now 
for a little while, if necessary, you have been 
distressed by various trials,”

• “if necessary”  (1 Pt. 3.17  “if God should will it so”)

• “distressed” . . . physical pain  /  mental anguish  /  emotional upheaval

• “various” (Grk.  ‘poikilos’ meaning ‘many colored)

“Just as trouble is diverse, God’s sufficient grace for believers is equally 

diverse.  There is no form of trouble that some facet 

of divine grace cannot supersede.”
MacArthur NT Commentary





“Suffering is still painful or it would not be described as 
suffering.  Believers rejoice despite suffering because they 

know that it will not persist forever.”    
T. Schreiner, New American Commentary

“Through” Moments 

Ps. 23 “walk through the valley of the shadow of death”

Is. 43 “through the floods and fire”

2 Co. 4.17 “momentary, light afflictions”

1 Pet. 5.10 “suffered for a little while”



Suffering is NOT . . .
Enjoyable:  The scriptures instruct to give thanks IN all circumstances, not 

necessarily to find pleasure or enjoyment in them.

Time-sensitive:   “The difficulty is brief when compared to future glory, but it 

may endure for a lifetime.”  Thomas R. Schreiner, New American Commentary

Humanly-reasoned:  “We should not deduce from this that sufferings are 

somehow enjoyable or that a specific reason should be assigned to each 
suffering.” Thomas R. Schreiner, New American Commentary



2 Corinthians 4.7-10
7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing 
greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves; 

8 we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
despairing; 

9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 

10 always carrying about in the body the dying of 

Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested 

in our body.


