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Verse 1 . . . 1st Response of the Regenerate

“putting aside ALL . . .”
 Malice

 Deceit

 Hypocrisy

 Envy

 Slander



“putting aside . . .”

Colossians 3:8-9

8 But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice,

slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.

9 Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with

its evil practices,



“putting aside . . .”

James 1.21

Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of

wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is

able to save your souls.



“putting aside . . .”

Ephesians 4.22, 25, 31

22 that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the

old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of

deceit,

25 Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth each one of you with

his neighbor, for we are members of one another.

31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and

clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.



“putting aside . . .”

Hebrews 12.1

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses

surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the

sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance

the race that is set before us,



Verse 1 . . . 1st Response of the Regenerate

“putting aside . . .”

 Clinging to sins drives one in opposite direction of truth &

righteousness

 1 Tim. 6.11 “FLEE from youthful lusts . . .

PURSUE righteousness





“NO ONE can be brought to

spiritual life without being

fundamentally changed!”

(R. C. Sproul)



What do we “put aside?”
 Any sin (“all”) that hinders growth

 Not limited to one occasion, but on a daily basis

MALICE –

 harboring of evil thoughts with the desire to harm/injure

 Malice is ill-will toward another that destroys the harmony that
should exist in a community of believers.



What do we “put aside?”
 Any sin (“all”) that hinders growth

 Not limited to one occasion, but on a daily basis

DECEIT – fraudulent behavior; undermine truth w/ dishonest gain

HYPOCRISY – play-acting; spiritual insincerity



What do we “put aside?”
 Any sin (“all”) that hinders growth

 Not limited to one occasion, but on a daily basis

ENVY – enemy of love; resentment of others

SLANDER – defamation of character

“slinging mud at someone else to make self look cleaner” (W. MacDonald)



Verse 2 . . . 2nd Response of the Regenerate

“like newborn babies” Not a comparison to new converts

“long for” strongly desire / crave

“pure milk of the Word” Uncontaminated substance of life







“When it is time for a baby to be fed, he will protest vociferously if the

meal is even a few minutes delayed. The baby’s desire for his next

bottle becomes a great passion. Peter says we ought to desire the pure

milk of the Word just like a baby does his bottle. YOU WILL NOT GROW

AS A CHRISTIAN UNLESS YOU ARE NURTURED BY THE WORD OF GOD.

There is no substitute for that.



We are to be people who, having been changed by the power of the

Holy Spirit, have a desire within our soul, a hunger and thirst, for the

pure milk of the Word. No one has a great desire to drink spoiled milk;

nothing is spit out of the mouth faster than a taste of milk that has

become impure. WE ARE TO DESIRE TO BE FED BY A SUBSTANCE

WITHOUT IMPURITIES, which Peter describes in metaphorical terms

as the Word of God.” (R.C. Sproul)



Verse 2 . . . 2nd Response of the Regenerate

“grow in respect to salvation”

 “The sins mentioned in the previous verse STUNT spiritual growth;

the good Word of God NOURISHES it.” W. MacDonald

 “It is by the intake of the Truth that the Holy Spirit grows and

nurtures believers.” J. MacArthur



Verse 3
“If” conditional clause meant to make the reader contemplate or

evaluate his spiritual condition

“you have tasted” experienced (Heb. 6.4-6)

4 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the
heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit,

5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,

6 and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again

to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God

and put Him to open shame.



Verse 3
“the KINDNESS of the Lord”

 Eph. 2.7 “made us alive so that show us surpassing riches
of His grace and kindness”

 Rom. 2.4 “kindness of God leads us to repentance”



Verse 3
“the KINDNESS of the Lord”
Titus 3.3-5 3 we once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived,
enslaved to various lusts & pleasures, spending our life in malice &
envy, hateful, hating one another.

4 But when the kindness of God our Savior & His love for mankind

appeared, 5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done

in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of

regeneration & renewing by the Holy Spirit,



Verse 3
“the KINDNESS of the Lord”

“The desire to grow springs from an experience with the

Lord’s kindness, an experience that leave believers desiring

more.” T. Schreiner, New American Commentary



“SPIRITUAL GROWTH IN RESPECT TO SALVATION ONLY FITTING, 

“if”. . .
1.17  “if you address as Father”

2.3  “if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord”

1) Conduct yourself in fear

2) Fervently love

3) Put aside sin

4) Crave the Word


