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“SPIRITUAL GROWTH IN RESPECT TO SALVATION ONLY FITTING, 

“if”. . .
1.17  “if you address as Father”

2.3  “if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord”

1) Conduct yourself in fear

2) Fervently love

3) Put aside sin

4) Crave the Word



Verse 4     “and coming to Him as to a living stone”

“a conscious coming into God’s presence with the
intention to remain.” (J. MacArthur)

 Heb. 4.16 “draw near with the confidence to the throne of grace”

 Heb. 7.25 “He saves forever those who draw near”

 Heb. 10.22 “draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith”



Rejected by Men . . .

 implies forsaking or discarding after being examined or tested

 “past action with ongoing results” (Thomas R. Schreiner, New American Commentary)

John 1.11 “He came to His own and those who were His own DID NOT RECEIVE HIM.”

“In their stupid, selfish, amateurish blueprints for life, insignificant, short-sighted

men can find NO PLACE for their Creator and Redeemer.

Just as there was NO ROOM for Him in {Bethlehem’s} inn,

so there is NO PLACE for Him in the plan of their lives.”

William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary



Rejected by Men . . . ROMANS 1

Vs. 18 Hear the Truth and Suppress it

Vs. 19 See the Truth and Ignore It

Vs. 21 Know the Truth but do not Honor or Believe it

Vs. 21 “became futile in their speculation”

Vs. 22 “professing to be wise, they became fools”

Vs. 25 “exchanged the truth of God for a lie”





Verse 5     “being built up as a SPIRITUAL HOUSE”

All believers are the building materials ---CHURCH
 We are the living stones – the building blocks – the bricks.

“If we are going to be used in God’s building program we must come to

Christ. Our only suitability to be building materials is derived from

identification with Him.

We are only important as we contribute to His glory.”
(Warren Wiersbe)













Verse 5     “for a HOLY PRIESTHOOD”

Each individual has the privilege of coming into the presence of
God.

 All believers --- together --- kingdom of priests

 A spiritual influence of godliness



Verse 5     “to offer up SPIRITUAL SACRIFICES”

 Rm. 12.1 “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual service of worship.

 Heb. 13.15-16 “let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God,
that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. And do not
neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is
pleased.



Verse 6-8  “. . . a CHOICE stone, PRECIOUS cornerstone”

 Specifically-designed; specially-carved stone placed at the base of
one corner of a structure, where it binds two walls together.







Ephesians 2.19-20

“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens

with the saints, and are of God’s household,

20 having been built on the foundation of the APOSTLES and PROPHETS,

Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,

21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy

temple in the Lord,

22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the

Spirit.”





 Foundation --- Apostles/Prophets teaching

“It is not by accident that the greatest attack on the church in our day is

that against the trustworthiness of sacred scripture.” R. C. Sproul

 Cornerstone --- Jesus (most important stone)

Building --- Church (assembly of the saints of God)



Verse 6a. And he who BELIEVES IN HIM will not be disappointed!

Verse 7b. This precious value, then, is for you who BELIEVE

The spiritual house with the special privileges of a special priesthood is only for

those who BELIEVE and RECEIVE!!!

 Chosen Race

 Royal Priesthood

 Holy Nation

 People of God’s own Possession



For those who DON’T BELIEVE . . .

 Reject Christ (not my kind of savior)

 Stumble over Christ (He’s in my way)

“Not because of honest intellectual difficulties. Not because there is anything
about the Lord Jesus that makes it impossible to believe in Him. They stumble
because they willfully disobey the Word. The trouble is the human will. The
reason men are not saved is because they do not want to be saved.”

William MacDonald



For those who DON’T BELIEVE . . .
John 3.19 “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men
loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.”

 Offended by Christ (He hurts my feelings)

 Disobedient to Christ (His teachings don’t matter to me)

“They were appointed to a destiny of judgment on the basis of their unbelief –

disobedience – because that is the inevitable conclusion

for all who refuse to bow to Christ.” (R. C. Sproul)



“Darkness is our natural habitat.”

“We have a built-in allergy to the things of God.”

(R. C. Sproul)

Believers: called out of darkness

 Proclaim His excellencies

 Publish His praises

 Show forth light into darkness

 Make known what is unknown




