
“SPIRITUAL GROWTH IN RESPECT TO SALVATION ONLY FITTING, 

“if”. . .
1.17  “if you address as Father”

2.3  “if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord”

1) Conduct yourself in fear

2) Fervently love

3) Put aside sin

4) Crave the Word





SPIRITUAL House ---- LIVING Stones                     

“if”. . .

1.17  “if you address as Father”

2.3  “if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord”

1) Chosen People (the Elect)

2) Royal Priesthood (holy, set apart)

3) Holy Nation (special people group)

4) People of God’s own Possession



Summary of God’s People . . .

 Ex. 19.3-6 (pg. 76) Moses on Mt. Sinai (law of God handed to man)

 Deut. 7.6-8 (pg. 192) God’s Choice

 Acts 10.34-35 (pg. 1101) Peter’s Vision for the Gentiles

 Acts 11.17-18 Peter explains to Church Leadership

 Gal. 3.26-29 (pg. 1166) All are ONE in Christ

 Eph. 1.5 Predestined for Adoption

 Eph. 2.11-13 Brought near to Christ





“Characteristics of the Beloved”   
2:11-20
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Verse 11     “Beloved, I urge you . . .”

1. Abstain from fleshly lusts
 Any strong desire that violates God’s law or is inconsistent with His will

“wage war against your soul”
 The real battle within . . . constant, on-going warfare

 Flesh is hostile against the spirit (Rom. 8; Gal. 5)

The Christian life is NOT passive in which believers simply:

LET GO and LET GOD.

Desires must be “mortified” (resisted & conquered)







Verse 12     “Keep your behavior excellent among the 
Gentiles SO THAT . . .”

2. Keep behavior excellent among unbelievers
 Implication is that unbelievers can be won to Christ because of

your righteous behavior or holy conduct in the face of adversity or

affliction or persecution.





Verse 12     “Keep your behavior among the Gentiles . . .”

“A big problem in the church today is that even after people are
converted to Christ, they still take their marching orders from what is
acceptable and expected in the culture.” (R. C. Sproul)

“The world takes its notions of God, most of all, from the people who
say that they belong to God’s family. They read us a great deal more
than they read the Bible.” (John MacArthur)

They SEE us --- they only HEAR about Jesus.”





Acts 4.13
“Now as they observed the confidence of Peter 

and John and understood that they were 

uneducated and untrained men, they were 

amazed, and began to recognize them as having 

been with Jesus.”











Verse 13-14     “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake”

3. Submit to governing authorities

ALL forms of government, from dictatorships to democracies, are
filled with evil because they are led by fallen sinners.

Still, scripture claims that civil authority is from God, though the
individual rulers may be godless.

*Respect the office even though there may be

no respect for the officer



Romans 13 . . .

Where does government come from?



Romans 13 . . . Where does government

come from?

Civil Disobedience?
If a human government orders a believer to act contrary to 

the revealed will of God (scripture), then the believer 

MUST DISOBEY the government.











Verse 15     “for such is the will of God”

Verse 16 “Act as free men . . . as bondslaves of God”

Liberty does NOT mean License

“Integrity, impeccable moral fiber, and purity of life are all effective

character tools to muzzle the enemies of Christianity.” (J. MacArthur)

*What pleases GOD more?



Verse 17     “Honor all people, love the brotherhood, 
fear God, honor the King.”

Verse 18 “Servants . . . be submissive to your masters”

“Submission does not mean slavery or subjugation but simply the

recognition of God’s authority in our lives.” (Warren Wiersbe)



Why Abstinence? Submission?

“For this finds favor with God . . .”

Suffering now to hear

“WELL DONE” later



Why Abstinence? Submission?

“For the Lord’s sake . . .”

1. Glory of God (v. 12) PRAISE

2. Will of God (v. 15) PURPOSE

3. Favor of God (v. 19-20) PLEASURE


