


“A big problem in the church today is that even after people are

converted to Christ, they still take their marching orders from what

is acceptable and expected in the culture.” (R. C. Sproul)

“The world takes its notions of God, most of all, from the people who say that they belong
to God’s family. They read us a great deal more than they read the Bible.”

They SEE us --- they only HEAR about Jesus.”



“Beloved, I urge you . . . Keep your behavior excellent . . .

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution.”



“Submission” CALLED for this purpose

“Marriage is such a powerful way to display the gospel and the glory of God. It
is the first place people will look to see if we really believe what we say we
believe. Someone can have a dynamic speaking gift, or generously give to
anyone in need, or appear to know a lot of scripture, but if they have a terrible
marriage, it raises questions.

 HOW CAN HE TREAT HIS WIFE THAT WAY?

 WHY IS SHE SO DISREPECTFUL TO HER HUSBAND?



“Submission” CALLED for this purpose

They obviously do not believe what they claim to believe. It should burden us
deeply that many of our marriages paint the gospel in a bad light.

MOST MARRIAGE PROBLEMS ARE NOT REALLY MARRIAGE PROBLEMS,

THEY ARE GOD PROBLEMS!”

DOES YOUR MARRIAGE STAND OUT

IN THIS GENERATION?
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God does NOT call women to be doormats to 
their husbands

God does NOT call men to exercise tyranny and 
injustice over their wives



Verse 1 “In the same way, you wives be 
submissive to your own husbands”

“Wives do not submit in order to satisfy a husband’s vanity or to

promote his reputation. Neither do they submit to show how godly

they are, nor to avoid conflict, nor to impress the neighbors, nor to

manipulate their husbands, and not even because she thinks he is

wise. She submits because of her relationship with and trust in God.”

J. Rightly Slaughter, Winning Unbelieving Husbands to Christ



In biblical submission, there is never any implication of moral, intellectual, or

spiritual inferiority. The question is NOT based on style, substance, or worth

but on OBEDIENCE and TRUST.  If we refuse to submit to authority, 

we are refusing to submit to Christ.



In the Church . . .  Christ is the Head ---
Church is the submissive Bride

Eph. 5.22-24

Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the
husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the
church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the church is
subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in
everything.

“The family is the chief metaphor that the

Scripture gives for the church.” (R. C. Sproul)



In the Church . . .  Christ is the Head ---
Church is the submissive Bride

Eph. 5.22-24

Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the
husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the
church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the church is
subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in
everything.

In the home, the husband and wife are CO-HEIRS,

children of God, made in His image,

EQUAL in the eyes of God.





So THAT . . .
“Even if any of them (husbands) are disobedient to the word, they may
be won without a word by the behavior of their wives.”

2:12 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, SO THAT in the thing in

which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as

they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation.



So THAT . . .
There is a standard of visible, observable behavior that brings glory to
God without ever having to say anything.

Even if your husband is a spiritually-disobedient, gospel-rejecting
pagan, he may be won to faith by observing:

 Nagging sermonettes on godliness or self-improvement?

 Outward appearance that turns him on and draws attention to yourself ?

 Strong, forceful leadership in his absence or laziness ?



So THAT . . .

What WINS the man?

 Chaste (pure) and respectful behavior

 Not outward, external glory --- rather the hidden person of the heart

 Gentle and quiet spirit

IT IS NOT YOUR JOB TO PREACH YOUR 

HUSBAND TO JESUS! 



If your husband asks you to abandon your faith, 

you should NOT SUBMIT!



If your husband asks you to sin, you should NOT 

SUBMIT!



Always agreeing with him or fearful to offer a 

differing viewpoint!



If he is unfaithful to you, you are not left without 

biblical recourse!



If he abuses you physically or abandons you through incessant 

verbal humiliation, you must not quietly remain in the home and 

accept the daily cruelty of that relationship at all costs!



Husbands. . .
“in the same way”

 not as peasants, slaves, wives but with respect, honor

 not in obedience or subordination but in caring and love

“live with your wives in an understanding way”

informed by knowledge of God’s will; following instruction of Scripture
and the example of Christ



Husbands. . .
“weaker vessel”
 In some ways she may be actually physically stronger, smarter, and more

emotionally put-together (usually physically weaker; more fearful and insecure)

 Usually better able to bear prolonged pain and adversity

“fellow heir of the grace of life”

Partners & Partakers of grace



So THAT . . .
“your prayers will not be hindered”

Quietness in the home is one thing . . . 

Quietness of God is quite another!



Vss. 8-12

8 To sum up, ALL OF YOU be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly,

kindhearted, and humble in spirit;

9 not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing

instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit

a blessing.

Vss. 10-12 from David’s Psalm 34


