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I)   1Co 10:31  So whether you eat or drink or whatever 
you do, do it all for the glory of God. 1Co 10:32  Do not 
cause anyone to stumble………………….. 1Co 10:33  even 
as I try to please everyone in every way. For I am not 
seeking my own good but the good of many, so that 
they may be saved.

II)   John 3:16  For God so loved ( agape) the world that 

he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but have eternal life.



III)  Mat 22:37  Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind.”

Mat 22:38  This is the first and greatest commandment.

Mat 22:39  And the second is like it: “Love your neighbor 

as yourself.”

Mat 5:44  But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for 

those who persecute you.



IV)Let’s not forget 1Corithians 13—The Love chapter.

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does 

not boast, it is not proud. 

1Co 13:5  It does not dishonor others, it is not                          
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps                                  
no record of wrongs. 
1Co 13:6  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices                         
with the truth. 
1Co 13:7  It always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres.



Did you notice that there is no mention of feelings-

emotion, now there is some feeling in agape but it is 

primarily it is an action.

“It is intentionally doing good for another, regardless of 
circumstances or conditions, it is sacrificial and, and 
Does not expect anything in return.”



TIME TO PAY UP!

Matthew 18:23-34 
Borrowing One of Ours?  Pg. 978/1275 en espanol 



How much money are we talking about______. 

(Hyperbole)

Now let’s change the talents to our individual sin’s. 

How many sins have you committed in your life to 

date______________?

What does Matt. 18:21-22 say about forgiveness. Ole 

Peter said 7 times  Christ said 7 x70 (Hyperbole) 

unending.



FORGIVENESS

Dictionary: The action or process of forgiving or being 

forgiven.



FORGIVENESS

Biblical definition: To forgive is to pardon, to set free, to 

be set free. It is to release another from guilt, and to be 

released from the heavy burden of holding a grudge. 

Forgiveness is extending mercy, when none is due. It is 

setting aside the right to be right, all while embracing 

the attributes of humility, kindness, and compassion. 



Forgiveness is lifting of the charge of guilt from another, 
a formal declaration of that fact and a promise (made 
and kept) never to remember the wrong against him in 
the future. 



Why is forgiveness important?

A.  Man’s greatest need is forgiveness. Without forgiveness we   

are doomed to eternal punishment.

(Rom. 6:23; Rev. 20:11-15)

B. Forgiveness is necessary for salvation. (Col.2:13)

C. We are to forgive others the same way 

God has forgiven us. (Col. 3:13; Eph 4:32)



Why is forgiveness important?

D. Seeking and receiving forgiveness is a prerequisite to mutual 

love; the strongest argument for Christian Faith.

E. Lack of forgiveness disrupts fellowship and makes unity

impossible within the church.   IT IS SIN!

F. Sin separates you from God.  And Matt. 6:15 tells us if you 

don’t forgive men ….. “Your father….will not forgive you!” 



What forgiveness is Not

A.  It is not a feeling, Christ declared that the disciples had the faith 

necessary to forgive and they did not need to wait until the felt stronger

spiritually (Lk. 17:5-6 ).  IT IS A Choice. Forgiveness is a matter of obedience

(Lk. 7-10).

B.  There is no command in the Bible telling us to forget before we 

forgive. Forgiveness begins the “PROCESS”.

Jay E. Adams, “A Theology of Christian Counseling (Grand Rapids: 1979), 229



What forgiveness is Not

C. When the bible talks about forgetting our sins (i.e. Is 43:25; Jer. 

31:34) these are really statements of God promising not to “remember” 

our sins against us. God can’t forget but he can choose to not hold our sins 

against us.

D.    It is not excusing sin.

1. Excusing is a form of minimizing sin, of not taking sin seriously.

2. Excusing is a dishonest way of addressing sin; it is calling is 

something other than what God calls it.

Jay E. Adams, “A Theology of Christian Counseling (Grand Rapids: 1979), 229



What forgiveness is Not

E. Forgiveness is to be granted when a sinner repents. (vs.3). And  

“yes” it is to be granted repeatedly if a sinner repeatedly  professes 

repentance (vs.4). Remember 7x70 

Jay E. Adams, “A Theology of Christian Counseling (Grand Rapids: 1979), 229



1. But what about when someone sins against us and is 

not repentant? 

2. Thought:  what that person said or did was hurtful, 

meant spirited, but did they realize that their SIN  is  

1st and foremost against God.  And let us not forget 

there are consequences for our sin. 

Reap & Sow.



What Forgiveness Is

1. Forgiveness is lifting of the charge of guilt from another, a 

formal declaration (I forgive you) of that fact and a promise 

(made and kept) never to remember the wrong against him in 

the future. 

Ken Sande, The Peacemaker(Grand Rapids; 1997), 189-190



What Forgiveness Is

2. Forgiveness is a decision (Promise) and a Process.

• Not to dwell on the incident mentally,     Phil. 4:8

• Not to bring up the incident again and use it against the other 

person,

• Not talk to others about the incident, and                                                

(Seeking spiritual help, Deacon)

• Not allow the incident to stand between you and the other 

person or hinder your personal relationship with them. 

Ken Sande, The Peacemaker(Grand Rapids; 1997), 189-190



What Forgiveness Is

3. An act of the will, not emotion.

Ken Sande, The Peacemaker(Grand Rapids; 1997), 189-190



THINK ON THESE

• I will treat you as though it never happened.                   

(How do you want to be treated).

• You can never be more like Jesus as when you forgive 

(Isn’t that our job).

• Does your thinking Glorify Him?
Jay E. Adams, “A Theology of Christian Counseling (Grand Rapids: 1979), 229



Jay E. Adams, “A Theology of Christian Counseling (Grand Rapids: 1979), 229
Ken Sande, The Peacemaker(Grand Rapids; 1997), 189-190

THINK ON THESE

• Does your thinking and actions show Christ’s love?

• Then how can we not forgive? 

If you are not a Christian you cannot forgive, but as a 

Christian you must forgive as he forgave you!  

YOU HAVE THE INDWELLING HOLY SPIRIT AND HE WILL 

WORK IN YOU (Phil. 2:12-13).





Then how can we not forgive? 


