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Chap. 4 Review In sharing the sufferings of Christ . . .

1. EXPECT it

2. REJOICE in it

3. BLESSED by it

4. UNASHAMED by it

5. REWARDED by it

“Unsaved people have a present that is controlled by their past;

Christians have a present that is controlled by their future.” W. Wiersbe

Souls fit for the Kingdom - - -

Refined & Readied thru:

 Unjust suffering from unbelievers

 God-allowed testing

 God-ordained discipline

Acts 14.19-22 “through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.”

4:19 “KEEP ENTRUSTING . . . to a faithful Creator”



Chapter 5



       Bishops/Overseers/Pastors 
                             Encourage/compel “episkopeo’  to look upon; scope over 

CHAPTER 5     “Therefore, I exhort     the     elders among you, as your fellow elder 

 
Peter doesn’t claim apostolic authority or identify himself as the chief pontiff (pope) . . . I’M WITH YOU!! 

and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is  

 
promised, but not yet realized 

to be revealed,” 



Elders . . .
A physically-older, spiritually-mature, biblically-qualified,

relationally-respected man in the local church.
 Emphasis on plurality (1 Co. 12 “many gifts, one spirit”)

 Emphasis on quality (1 Tim. 3)

Primary Responsibilities: 1 Peter 5.2

 “Shepherd the flock of God”

 “Exercising oversight”



THREE PITFALLS of Elder Leadership

1. Not out of DUTY
“not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God”

 Demonstrates a lack of love

 Diligent Devotion NOT Derelict Duty



THREE PITFALLS of Elder Leadership

2. Not out of GREED
“not for sordid gain, but with eagerness”

 Shameful, dishonest acquisition of wealth

 Willingness and eagerness to serve



THREE PITFALLS of Elder Leadership

“A mercenary spirit is incompatible with Christian ministry.”   
William MacDonald

“Ministry for money and personal gain is a prostitution of

the calling of the Lord of the church, as is laziness and

indifference toward the people entrusted to elders.”
John MacArthur



THREE PITFALLS of Elder Leadership

3. Not an ABUSE of Power
“nor yet lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be

examples to the flock”

 Examples, not dictators

 Walking with and in front of the flock; not hemming/herding from

the side or driving from behind





Verse 5

Phil. 2.3-4 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of

mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look

out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

Rom. 12.10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love;

give preference to one another in honor;

Young Men (years or faith?): Submit to elders

ALL Church:  “clothed in humility to each other”



Humility is the oil that 

allows relationships in 

the church to run 

smoothly and lovingly.”    

Thomas Schreiner
New American Commentary



“Worry is a form of PRIDE because when believers are filled with anxiety, they are 

convinced that THEY MUST SOLVE all the problems in their lives in their OWN

STRENGTH. The only god they trust in is themselves.”    Thomas Schreiner

 
                                                                          Subject; subordinate (‘hupotasso’ line up under)               power of God 

VERSE 6-7      “Therefore, humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that  
                        Lift; raise up                God’s time:  this life or the next                              worry/fear/pain/discontentment/despair 

He may exalt you at the proper time,           casting all your anxiety on Him, because 
Not indifferent or cruel (Ps.103 “compassionate father”)                              “throwing something on something” 

He cares for you. 



             (1:13 / 4.7) 
               Self-controlled                             watchful                        opponent              accuser/slanderer 

VERSE 8-9       Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil,  
Activity of the enemy  (not omnipresent)                                                                     not nibble, not wound  (destroy, ruin) 

prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  
            Stand against      stand solid 

But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering  
                                                                                     YOU ARE NOT ALONE!!! 

are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world. 



Eph. 6.11-13
Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the

schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but

against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this

darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in

the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.

RESIST the enemy by KNOWING – BELIEVING – TRUSTING – and

ACTING upon the Word of God under the power and protection of the Spirit

of God.



 
                                                                                  Temporary               Source/Possessor/Giver 

VERSE 10       After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace,  
                                                              Effectual call to salvation  (1.3 “caused you to be born again”)                
                                who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself  
 
 Perfect  spiritually mature; complete; made ready for glory  

 

 Confirm set fast; settle; firmly planted 

 

 Strengthen make sturdy; Satan’s attacks are intended to weaken us, but effect is   
                        opposite as we trust Christ and endure suffering 

 

 Establish lay a foundation; bear up under pressure 



Vs. 11 To God -- GLORY & DOMINION

Vs. 14 To Christians – GRACE & PEACE



What did we learn from1 Peter?
 God is the cause and initiator of our salvation

 God grows and matures believers through suffering and persecution

 We are transformed into the likeness of Christ as we endure suffering,

submit to higher authorities, and clothe ourselves in humility toward

each other.

 In the end, God receives glory, the world receives our testimony, and

we receive grace and peace in this life, and ultimately, heavenly

reward.


