




Ephesians 4:12-15 (NIV)

12 to equip His people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be BUILT

UP 13 until we all reach UNITY IN THE FAITH and in the KNOWLEDGE OF THE SON OF GOD

and become MATURE, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

14 Then we will NO LONGER BE INFANTS, tossed back and forth

by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of

teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their

deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, WE

WILL GROW to become in every respect the mature body of

him who is the head, that is, Christ.







“In our 21st century context there is an

overabundance of religious choices.

And choice after choice dilutes, softens,

or outright abandons the absolute

necessity of belief in Jesus.”
David Helm, Preaching the Word Commentary



HOW CAN YOU SAY YOU BELIEVE 

IN GOD WITHOUT A 

KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS?

 False teaching is QUICK to find another way around the cross

 False teaching is QUICK to hold to an alternative view of Christ





Galatians 1.6-9 (NIV)

6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who

called you to live in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different

gospel— 7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are

throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of

Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a

gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under

God’s curse! 9 As we have already said, so now I say again: If

anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you

accepted, LET THEM BE UNDER GOD’S CURSE !









When Christians lose their love or anticipation of Christ’s 
coming, they settle into society and are susceptible to false 
teaching that sounds good to them.

“NEVER HAS PETER’S WARNING BEEN MORE TIMELY THAN IT IS TODAY.

The rapid advancement of mass media, coupled with the church’s lack of

discernment, has allowed doctrinal error to spread like wildfire. Instead

of countering error, they embrace it or ignore it in the name of

tolerance.” John MacArthur



KNOWLEDGE --- the recurring theme

COMBAT THE COUNTERFEIT MESSAGE of Satan 

 ‘epignosis’ – fuller, richer knowledge / Intimate understanding

“a living participation in the truth” W. Wiersbe







2 Peter

Borrowing one of ours?
Pg. 1215  or Espanol pg. 1593



                                                                Possessed by God          Officially called & sent 
       Heb.      Grk.             “doulos”  willing serv.                      Commissioned witness 

VERSE 1    Simon Peter, a BONDSERVANT    and    APOSTLE of Jesus Christ,  
                                                                                         HUMBLE                                       NOBLE 
   *Peter simultaneously highest and lowest in Christian society.  (R.C. Sproul) 

 
         1 Pet 1 scattered elect      GIFT                                    *Value – equal standing, acceptance, citizenship 

To those who have a FAITH of the same KIND as ours, by the RIGHTEOUSNESS of  
                                                                         Imputation 
 

our God and Savior, Jesus Christ  (both God & Savior - - - Deity of Christ) 



*BEWARE: It’s easy, in a simple greeting/salutation, to miss

or overlook the rich doctrine that Peter is implying - - -

 -- a GIFT; not obtained by human effort, decision, wisdom, skill

 . . . credited to our account



A person who is spiritually dead (Eph. 2) / in the prodigal’s

pigsty (Lk. 15) / hopeless & helpless in sin (Rom. 5) / stuck

in the miry clay (Ps. 40) . . . cannot even make a decision

of faith unless God first breathes into him the breath of

spiritual life.

Faith is simply breathing the breath that God’s 

grace supplies.



                                                                                              Effect of grace 
                                              New standing                       1 Pet. 1.2  (w/ God & from God) 
Peter’s Prayer Free, unmerited favor         Rom. 5.1                                                                           through          

VERSE 2  GRACE      and        PEACE    be     MULTIPLIED   to   you   in   the  
                                               May abound in you 
                                               More we know Him, more grace & peace 
 
   ‘epignosis’                          Father                                                  Master / Boss / Owner  (“Kyrios’) 
KNOWLEDGE   of  GOD and of Jesus our LORD. 
Not available to those who reject the gospel of those who pursue other, more accommodating ways 



Philippians 3.8-11

I count all things to be loss in view of the

surpassing value of KNOWING Christ Jesus my

Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all

things, and count them but rubbish so that I may

GAIN Christ . . . 10 that I may KNOW Him and the

power of His resurrection and the fellowship of

His sufferings, being conformed to His death;

11 in order that I may ATTAIN to the resurrection

from the dead.



“Through the study of God’s Word,

prayer, worship and fellowship,

God fortifies our faith and our

sanctification.” R. C. Sproul


