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HOW CAN YOU KNOW IF YOU’RE SAVED IF 

THERE’S NEVER BEEN AN INCREASE in VIRTUE . . . 

in FRUIT . . . in SPIRITUAL USEFULNESS?

Directly related to our CURRENT CONDUCT of service

and obedience.



Are you living in: (existing/increasing)        

(blind, short-sighted, forgetful)

Those who live ungodly lives show NO

that they truly belong to God.



“ ”
Pattern of daily conduct

“Obedience is the foundation 

for Assurance.” 



                      Greatness of salvation (v. 1-4) 
                                                                                                                             Virtues (v.3-7) 
                   Cause to remember Blessed assurance (v. 10-11)                 

v. 12   Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even  
     
                                    thru previous instruction                                      stabilized; strengthened 

though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is  
 
indicates a settled, current condition 

present with you. 
                     TENT:   Reminder of Israel’s transient history 
                                                                                                                                 Physical body                              

v. 13   I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling,  
       AWAKEN; rouse from sleep  (wake-up call from hotel desk) 

to stir you up by way of reminder, 
 
           physical death          soon;swift (in his 70’s) 

v. 14   Knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also 
our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.    (Jn. 21.19   Jesus describes Peter’s end) 

 
                         Grk. ‘exodus”  (decease)                               
                                                                                                                                                           (leaving one place for another) 

v. 15   And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be 
able to call these things to mind.   (writings of 1st & 2nd Peter) 
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Peter’s purpose . . .

He wants to remind them of what’s at stake: “entrance

into the kingdom of heaven” . . .

• to Fortify their Faith

• to Increase their Confidence



TRUTH ALWAYS NEEDS REPETITION
• Sheep need constant shepherding

• Children need constant parenting

• Students need constant teaching

“The readers of this letter knew the truth and were even

‘established’ in it but that was NO GUARANTEE they would always

remember and apply it. Our memories are defective and selective.

We usually remember what we want to remember, and often we

distort even that.” (W. Wiersbe)





Finishing well requires returning to the

things we have already learned.

NO NEW REVELATION

“When God’s final and climactic message, His Word to the world

concerning Jesus Christ, had been spoken and [explained] by

those in the apostolic circle, the sequence of revealed messages

ceased. Henceforth, the church was to live and know God by

what He had already said, and said for all time.”

R. C. Sproul, Can I Trust the Bible



Heed the words of Paul . . .  Ephesians  4.17-24

2 Tim. 3.14-15 Continue in the things you have learned and become

convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from

childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you

the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

Phil. 4:9 The things you have learned and received and heard and seen

in me, PRACTICE THESE THINGS, and the God of peace will be with you.



“Scriptural teachers abound who seem to

always be chasing something new. Like

salesmen, they are restless with the apostolic

gospel. They claim to be able to give us more.

In essence, they would have us think that the

gospel that we are saved by is not strong

enough to be the gospel by which we should

continue standing.”



“True knowledge of God is always attended by a

fixed belief in God’s promises. So often today

people want to claim relationship with God

while at the same time they abandon the words

of the Bible. It is as if we want a God in our own

making --- one who exists under the authority of

our own word.”

David Helm, Preaching the Word Commentary



At that time . . . 2 Pet. 2:1-2

“Within the history of the church there have always

been teachers willing to tell you that you are free to

do whatever you want, whenever you want, with

whomever you want, without fear of divine

punishment.” (D. Helm)



      Intent to deceive                                   Manuf. Stories w/ NO basis of fact 
        ESV “cunning”  (Gen. 3 serpent)          Myths / fables                 

v. 16  For we did not follow cleverly devised                tales when we made known  
                                        2nd coming                                                                                                      SAW HIM! 
to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses  
                 gen. observer/spectator 

of His majesty.  (splendor; greatness)   SO MUCH MORE THAN CASUAL OBSERVER --- PRIVILEGED SPECTATOR 





                                                Jesus                                                                                                                      audible, spoken word 

v. 17  For when HE received honor & glory from the Father, such an utterance  
                                                   Jesus                another name for Yahweh              affirmation of the Father 
as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, ‘This is My beloved Son with whom  
 
I am well-pleased.’ 
 
                                                                   HEARD HIM! 

v. 18 And we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were 
EXPERIENCED HIM! 

   with Him      on the holy mountain.  



John 1:9-11

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10He

was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not

know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.

John 3.19

The light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather

than the light because their works were evil.







You’re a Christian today because God had mercy on

you - - -

 HE regenerated your spirit and softened your heart to
receive the gospel . . .

 HE opened your ears to hear the gospel . . .

 HE opened your mind to understand the gospel . . .

 HE loosened your lips to respond to the gospel . . .

 HE broke the bonds to set you free . . .

 He shattered your darkness with the blazing light of His

presence . . . and caused you to receive the FREE GIFT

of salvation.



YOU WERE NOT 

WORTHY – BUT YOU 

WERE WORTH IT!


