




• are quick to point out easy faults, unfair judgments, politically IN-

correct behaviors/attitudes, and seemingly glaring contradictory

statements.

“For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-

edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of

both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and

intentions of the heart.” Hebrews 4.12



There has been a subtle shift within Christianity

toward a version of the gospel that the apostles would

not recognize.

People are becoming biblically illiterate and are thus

easily swayed by preachers who appear to know

Scripture but who are perverting it to make it sound

more appealing.







                          Contrasting transition to 1.19-21                                                    Israel (in the past – OT) 

VERSE 1    But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there  
                              Subtle Posers: Don’t announce their deceptive intent 
Not a maybe                                             NT church (the NOW)                                     Don’t openly oppose the gospel 

will also be false teachers among you,   who will      secretly introduce destructive  
                                ‘damning’ 
An opinion sub. for truth that leads to division                ‘Lord’ (one w/ supreme authority) 

heresies,       even   denying     the        Master   who      bought them,   bringing  
                    refusing, unwilling (Unpardonable/Ultimate Sin)                                    “to PURCHASE”  --- “owe allegiance to” 
                    ‘professing Christ as Lord but refuse to 
      submit to His lordship  (APOSTATES) 
quick, imminent (some physically, some at judgment) 

swift destruction upon themselves.               Religious Counterfeits, Pseudo-Christians 
                utter ruin / eternal consequences 



*Easy Believism is an aspiration of the ‘many’ but
according to Jesus, only ‘the few’ will find eternal life.



“False teachers arise when the church begins to

embrace the worldly culture around it. As a

result, congregations no longer desire to ‘endure
sound doctrine.’” J. MacArthur

“When the doctrine goes, the 

church goes with it.”



Titus 1:10-11, 16
10 For there are many rebellious men, empty 

talkers and deceivers, especially those of the 

circumcision, 

11 who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching

things they should not teach for the sake of sordid gain.

16 They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable

and disobedient and worthless for any good deed.

“PRO-God” PROFESSION

“ANTI-God” LIFESTYLE



                                                                           sexual immorality – “licentious conduct” 
  Matt. 7.13-14                   Distinguishing mark of a spiritual couonterfeit 

VERSE 2    Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the 
      their words / Influence / Power 
Right Doctrine 
Genuine Gospel message        *Scorned, mocked, defamed 

truth    will    be      maligned.    “suppressed”  (Rom. 1.18)      “blashphemed”  (Rom. 2.24) 



    “not ministers, but merchandisers”  (WW) 
                                                    Intense, selfish desire                 ‘take advantage of’                  Grk. “plastos” 

VERSE 3    “and in their greed they will    exploit you           with false words; 
                                                                                                            
God has been consistent from beginning --- accumulating wrath --- certainty       ‘utter ruin’  (eternal conseq) 

Their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their    destruction is not asleep. 



Who are the False Teachers today?

 Prosperity Preachers . . . Health & Wealth gospel

“God wants you to be happy”

 Name-it-and-Claim-it . . . Words can manipulate and force

heaven’s hand

 Word of Faith: “voice of God” spoken . . .

manipulate audience into preferred action

 Faith healers

 Sow-a-Seed Ministries

 Joy-speakers



Who are the False Teachers today?

Pluralism: many gods, many ways

Universalism: all paths lead to God

Individualism: “we are God”

Catholicism: Church leads to salvation --- Pope is the replacement of Christ on the earth

Mormonism . . . believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated correctly;
also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God. Because of the corruption
throughout the years, additions to the Bible were necessary



COMMON TRAITS OF MANY PROSPERITY 

FALSE TEACHERS:      S.M. Houdmann, www.gotquestions.org

 Core of message is always God’s desire to bless.

 Obedience to God’s commands is rarely mentioned.

 Marked absence of any teaching on the necessity of suffering.
o Personal wealth of minister is often far above average lifestyle of congregation.

 Avoids passages that contradict the positive spin of the message.
o Neither the wrath of God against sin nor coming judgment is ever mentioned.

 Forgiveness is emphasized but w/ little explanation of Repentance.



 “bringing swift destruction upon themselves”  

 “maligning the truth”

 “exploiting you”

 Storing up wrath for themselves and all who follow them. 









Is the message consistent to the message of the 

apostles and prophets? 

Is the teacher’s life marked by 

a progressive conformity to 

the likeness of Christ?



1 John 4.1-3 Test the spirits . . . By this you know 

the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that 

Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; 

and every spirit that does not 

confess Jesus is not from God; 

this is the spirit of the antichrist,



Warren Wiersbe:  “False teachers use our vocabulary, 

but they do not use our dictionary. 

Immature and untaught believers hear these preachers 

or read their books and think that these men 

are sound in the faith, but they are not.”  



William MacDonald: “The devil is never more satanic than 

when he carries a Bible.”



John MacArthur:  “Nothing is more wicked then for someone 

to claim to speak for God to the 

salvation of souls when in reality 

he speaks for Satan to the 

damnation of souls.”  







How does this APPLY to us?
 Warrior, Theologian Missionaries


