


There has been a subtle shift within Christianity

toward a version of the gospel that the apostles would

not recognize.

People are becoming biblically illiterate and are thus

easily swayed by preachers who appear to know

Scripture but who are perverting it to make it sound

more appealing.



 “bringing swift destruction upon themselves”  

 “maligning the truth”

 “exploiting you”

 Storing up wrath for themselves and all who follow them. 



Is the message consistent to the message of the 

apostles and prophets? 

Is the teacher’s life marked by 

a progressive conformity to 

the likeness of Christ?



Characteristics of False Teachers

VERSES 10-11 . . . those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and

despise authority. Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile

angelic majesties, whereas angels who are great in might and power do not

bring a reviling judgment against them before the Lord.

1. Indulge the Flesh

2. Despise Authority

3. Daring (bold, reckless, fearless)

4. Self-willed (prideful, self-justifiers)

5. Reviling (blaspheme, slander, speak evil)



Characteristics of False Teachers

VERSE 12 But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of

instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will

in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed,

6. Unreasoning Animals (self-indulgent, unthinking passions)

7. Without Knowledge (w/out understanding)

 not just intellectual error but to gross moral corruption

 Spiritually blind and ignorant of truth

8. Reserved for destruction



Characteristics of False Teachers

VERSE 13 suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a

pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in

their deceptions, as they carouse with you,

9. Reap Consequences (“wages”) of unrighteousness
 “Their wickedness has earned them an evil end and they

will be PAID IN FULL.” (W. MacDonald)

10. Open revelers (NO ATTEMPT to hide)

11. Stains and blemishes (malignant sores, scabs, defects)

• Deceivers / Carousers (“LOVE FEASTS”)



Characteristics of False Teachers

VERSE 14 having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin,

enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children;

12. Eyes full of adultery (sexual predators)

13. Never (cannot) cease from sin (no self-control)

 Misuse scripture to condone sin

 Morality determined by culture

 Nothing is wrong if done in love

 OK for ministers . . . OK for me

14. Entice (bait) ‘unstable souls’ to join them

15. Heart ‘trained’ in greed (covetousness; lust for more)



William Barclay
“gumnazo” (Grk.) exercise or discipline

 Deliberately fought with the conscience until they have destroyed it;

 Deliberately wrestled w/ God until they have thrown God out of life;

 Deliberately struggled w/ feelings until they have strangled them;

 Deliberately trained themselves to concentrate on forbidden things.

Their lives have been a dreadful battle to destroy virtue and to 
train themselves in the techniques of sin.”



Characteristics of False Teachers

VERSE 14 having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin,

enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children;

12. Eyes full of adultery (sexual predators)

13. Never (cannot) cease from sin (no self-control)

14. Entice (bait) ‘unstable souls’ to join them

15. Heart ‘trained’ in greed (covetousness; lust for more)

16. Accursed children - - will experience the curse of God

• Eph. 2.3 “children of wrath” by nature

• Gal. 1.9 “accursed for advocating a different gospel”



Characteristics of False Teachers

VERSE 15-16 forsaking the right way, they have gone astray, having

followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of

unrighteousness; 16but he received a rebuke for his own transgression, for a

mute donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the

prophet.

17. Forsakes (refuses) the right way

18. Like Balaam
 “loved the wages of unrighteousness”

 Greed led to disobedience



Characteristics of False Teachers

VERSE 17 These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm,

for whom the black darkness has been reserved.

19. Springs without water

20. Mists driven by the storm

21. Reserved for “black darkness”



David Helm, Preaching the Word Commentary

“These preachers were promising water, the refreshment of

the Holy Spirit with all His good gifts and assurance. What

they delivered instead was a deposit from an empty well.

They lowered their buckets into the wellspring of their own

self-delusion and pulled it back up in the presence of the

people. And when they poured it out before God’s thirsty

flock, nothing except dry, gritty sand fell uselessly to the

ground --- no true refreshment and no soul satisfaction or

invigorating relationship with God.”



Characteristics of False Teachers

VERSE 18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by

fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live

in error,

22. Speak arrogant words of vanity

Warren Wiersbe: “False teachers use our vocabulary, but they
do not use our dictionary.

William MacDonald: “The devil is never more satanic than when
he carries a Bible.”



Characteristics of False Teachers

VERSE 18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by

fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who

live in error,

23. Entice (bait) by fleshly desires
 Focusing not on truth . . . but satisfying lusts/cravings

24. Prey on the weak and vulnerable (immature)

 Ones trying to better themselves; attempts of BEHAVIOR

MODIFICATION hoping to lead to SALVATION

 Highly susceptible & Exploitable



William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary

“These unsaved people once indulged freely in sinful

pleasures, but they’ve had a change of heart. They decide to

reform, to turn over a new leaf, and to start attending church.

Instead of going to a Bible-believing church, they wander into a

service where one of these false shepherds is holding forth.

Instead of hearing the gospel of salvation through faith in

Christ, they hear condoning of sin and permissiveness

encouraged.

It all comes as rather a surprise; they had always thought that

sin was wrong and that the church was against it. Now they

learn that sin is given religious approval.”



Characteristics of False Teachers

VERSE 19 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of

corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.

25. Promise freedom

• Purpose, Prosperity, Peace, Happiness

26. Slaves of Corruption

“When you declare your emancipation from the law of

God, you are not free; you become a slave”



 Freedom promised is NOT real liberty but the worst form of bondage.

 Many incarcerated in a physical prison, but living FREE.

*Caiaphas was free from the cross . . . enslaved to his sin.

*Thief on the cross was bound to the cross and dying . . . yet found freedom.
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