


There has been a subtle shift within Christianity

toward a version of the gospel that the apostles would

not recognize.

People are becoming biblically illiterate and are thus

easily swayed by preachers who appear to know

Scripture but who are perverting it to make it sound

more appealing.



 “bringing swift destruction upon themselves”  

 “maligning the truth”

 “exploiting you”

 Storing up wrath for themselves and all who follow them. 



Is the message consistent to the message of the 

apostles and prophets? 

Is the teacher’s life marked by 

a progressive conformity to 

the likeness of Christ?



David Helm, Preaching the Word Commentary

“These preachers were promising water, the refreshment of

the Holy Spirit with all His good gifts and assurance. What

they delivered instead was a deposit from an empty well.

They lowered their buckets into the wellspring of their own

self-delusion and pulled it back up in the presence of the

people. And when they poured it out before God’s thirsty

flock, nothing except dry, gritty sand fell uselessly to the

ground --- no true refreshment and no soul satisfaction or

invigorating relationship with God.”





William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary

“These unsaved people once indulged freely in sinful

pleasures, but they’ve had a change of heart. They decide to

reform, to turn over a new leaf, and to start attending church.

Instead of going to a Bible-believing church, they wander into a

service where one of these false shepherds is holding forth.

Instead of hearing the gospel of salvation through faith in

Christ, they hear condoning of sin and permissiveness

encouraged.

It all comes as rather a surprise; they had always thought that

sin was wrong and that the church was against it. Now they

learn that sin is given religious approval.”



              False Teachers and their                   Moral contamination 
                  Victims “barely escaped from error” (v. 19)              Pollution; corruption 

VERSE 20  For if,   after    they    have    escaped    the       defilements of the world  

 
                   *Surface understanding leading to some temp. behavior modification / temporary moral reform 
 *Know about Him but NOT SAVED by Him 

by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,  
 
                                    Ensnared; trapped                                        mastered 

they are again entangled in them and are overcome,  
 b/c of temporary pleasures 

 b/c they’ve bought into an anti-Christ sentiment  (AVOID ACCOUNTABILITY) 

 b/c they have turned away from the holy commandment  (Self-justification of sin/error) 

 
            Current spiritual condition (“accursed”)                                                           

the last state has become worse than the first.  
                 Former spiritual condition (spiritually dead; child of wrath) 



First State

 Eph. 2.1-3 Spiritually dead; obedient to Satan; child of wrath

 Eph. 2.12 Separated from Christ; w/out hope; w/out God in the world

Last State . . . worse than the first

 Rom. 1.24,28 “given over to lusts of their flesh and depraved minds”

 Gal. 5.4 “severed from Christ; fallen from grace”

 Heb. 6.6 “impossible to renew them again to repentance”

 Heb. 10.26 “no longer remains a sacrifice for sins”

“. . . the last state has become worse than the

first.



Matt. 10.14-15 If anyone will not receive you or

listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet

when you leave that house or town. It will be more

bearable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom

and Gomorrah than for that town.

Jesus taught:



Jesus taught:

Matt. 11.22-24 It will be more bearable for Tyre and

Sidon on the day of judgment than for you. And you,

Capernaum, will you be lifted to the heavens? No, you

will go down to Hades. For if the miracles that were

performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would

have remained to this day. But I tell you that it will be

more bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for

you.”



Matt. 12.43-45 “Now when the unclean spirit goes out

of a man, it passes through waterless places seeking rest,

and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to my

house from which I came’; and when it comes, it finds it

UNOCCUPIED, swept, and put in order. Then it goes and

takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked than

itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state

of that man becomes worse than the first. That is the

way it will also be with this evil generation.”

Jesus taught:



People who hear the gospel, make a profession of being Christians, become

identified with the Christian church, AND THEN . . .

abandon their profession of faith, decisively repudiate Christ, 

desert the Christian fellowship, and take their place 

with the enemies of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

 Knowingly --- Willfully --- Maliciously turn against the Lord

 Give evidence they NEVER WERE SAVED!





If we give up and turn our backs on all we’ve learned, all we’ve been

given, all the truth we now know, we repudiate Christ’s sacrifice and are

left on our own to face the Judgment—and a mighty fierce judgment it

will be! If the penalty for breaking the law of Moses is physical death,

what do you think will happen if you turn on God’s Son, spit on the

sacrifice that made you whole, and insult this most gracious Spirit? This is

no light matter. God has warned us that he’ll hold us to account and make

us pay.

“It is a terrifying thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God.” 



They sink lower than before, 

because now that the religious 

restraints are gone, 

there is nothing to hold them back 

from their lusts . . . their greed . . . 

their self-justification . . . 

their licentious conduct.



VERSE 22 It has happened to them according to the true

proverb, “A DOG returns to its own vomit,” and, “A SOW, after

washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.”

After vomiting, the DOG . . .

 Feels better . . . “cleaned out”

 Remains a dog

After a bath, the SOW . . .

 Feels better . . . “cleaned up”

 Remains a sow



After a while, their nature takes them back to the unclean . . .

the detestable . . . the muck and the mire.

(2:12 “creatures of instinct”)

 Had an experience   . . .   NO CHANGE!

 Behavior modification   . . .   NO REGENERATION!

 Temporary moral reform   . . .   NO TRANSFORMATION! 



“Temporary reformation without true repentance and

rebirth only leads to greater sin and judgment.

Reformation cleans up the outside . . . Regeneration

changes the inside.” W. Wiersbe

“Reformation alone is not only insufficient, but is

positively dangerous, because it can lull a person into

false security.” W. MacDonald




