




Christmas . . . 

God’s Mission 



o “Word became flesh”
o Emmanuel, “GOD IS WITH US!”



Phil. 2.6-8 “although He existed in the form of God, did not regard

equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking

the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the

likeness of men.

Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming

obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”



HE HAD TO BE !

#1 reason: You can’t kill God.

#2 reason: To be our representative on the altar of atonement . . .

“like us in every way . . . yet w/out sin” (Heb. 2.17)



HE HAD TO BE !

In order to bear the full penalty of sin . . .





The Revelation of God

o Jn. 1.5 “shines in the darkness”

o Jn. 1.9 “enlightens every man”

o Jn. 1.12 “became flesh and dwelt among us”



The Explanation of God
‘Exegeomai’  (exegesis) make visible; understandable

Heb. 1.1-3 God . . . spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many 

portions and in many ways . . . In these last days has spoken to us in His Son . . . 

He is the RADIANCE of His glory and the exact REPRESENTATION of His nature, 

and upholds all things by the word of His power.







TO THE HUNGRY, He’s the bread of life . . . FOR THE THIRSTY, He

is the living water that quenches the thirsty soul.

Matt. 5.6 “those who hunger and thirst for righteousness shall be satisfied”

Matt. 6.31-33 “Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’

or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’ . . . your heavenly Father knows that you need all

these things. But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things

will be added to you.”



TO THE HUNGRY, He’s the bread of life . . . FOR THE THIRSTY, He

is the living water that quenches the thirsty soul.

Jn. 6.35 “I am the BREAD OF LIFE; he who comes to ME will not hunger,

and he who believes in ME will never thirst. But I said to you that you

have seen ME, and yet do not believe.”



TO THE HUNGRY, He’s the bread of life . . . FOR THE THIRSTY, He

is the living water that quenches the thirsty soul.

Jn. 4.14 “whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will

NEVER THIRST; but the water I will give him will become in him a

WELL OF WATER springing up to eternal life.”





TO THOSE in DARKNESS, He’s the Light of the World.

“Darkness”: lostness, depravity, sinfulness, blindness



John 1:1-5 “Light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not

comprehend (overpower) it”

Jn. 1:9-10 “True Light coming into the world . . .

enlightens every man”

Jn. 3.19 “Light has come into the world . . .

men loved darkness rather than the light . . .

for their deeds were evil



“We live in a dark world --- a world eclipsed by the long shadow of sin.

In desperation, the lost people around us search frantically for truth,

without the facility to find it. Because of their spiritual blindness,

they only stumble deeper into sin’s hopeless gloom --- finding

themselves utterly trapped in the snares of immorality, idolatry, and

all the ‘unfruitful deeds of darkness.”



“One would think that sinners, hopelessly lost in their darkness, would

flock to the Light. Yet in a strange paradox, people love the very

darkness that ensnares them. Like a dying man who cherishes his

deadly disease, they cherish the sin that produces spiritual and

eternal death.” (J. MacArthur, MacArthur Commentary, John 1-11)



Jn. 8.12 “I am the Light of the World;” he who follows Me will not

walk in darkness, but will have the Light of life.

“Walk”  pattern of life; behavioral lifestyle; 

“Follows Me” walk after / come behind / trust / 

pattern / conform to / listen to



“will not walk” in darkness . . . 
Assurance of salvation

o 2 Pet. 1.8-10 Qualities are yours and increasing

He who lacks . . . blind, short-sighted, forgetful

If you practice . . . never stumble

Never sin?

o 1 Jn. 1.5-7 Never live in a state of continual sin

Repent of sin to stay close to Light

No more hardship?   Rom. 5 / James 1 / Jn. 6.33 / 2 Cor. 4.17





The question becomes this Christmas:  
Not “What child is this?”  

DO YOU TRUST HIM?  
Will you Follow HIM?



“Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Son of Righteousness!

Light and life to all He brings, Ris'n with healing in His wings.



Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die;

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth.

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!




