


“Yohanan” (Yahweh has favored)

 Son of Zebedee & Salome

 Younger brother to James / 1st cousin of Jesus

 Fisherman in the family business

 Hometown: Capernaum

 Disciple of John the Baptist

Life BEFORE Christ . . .



 John 1.35-39 Initial Meeting

 Matt. 4.18-22 Call to Follow

“Immediately they left the boat and 
their father, and followed Him.”

Encounter with Christ 



Life WITH Christ . . .

Followed

Loved

Befriended

Jn. 15.15  No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not 
know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for 
all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known 
to you. 



Life WITH Christ . . .
Inner Circle

o Peter

o James

o John

Son of Thunder



Life WITH Christ . . .
Inner Circle

Son of Thunder



Life WITH Christ . . .
Inner Circle

Son of Thunder



Life WITH Christ . . .
Inner Circle

Son of Thunder

Mk. 9.38 “Teacher, we saw someone driving out demons in Your name and
we tried to stop him because he wasn’t following us.”

Lk. 9.54 “Lord, do You want us to call down fire from
heaven to consume them?”

Mark 10 & Matt. 20 “Who will be the greatest in heaven?”



Life WITH Christ . . .

Inner Circle

Son of Thunder

Apostle of Love



Life AFTER Christ . . .

What can God do with life totally & 

completely yielded to Him?



What a difference the Holy 

Spirit can make!

“For John, under the control of the Holy Spirit, all his liabilities were

exchanged for assets. Compare the young disciple with the aged

patriarch, and you’ll see that as he matured, his areas of greatest

weakness all developed into his greatest strength.”

John MacArthur, Twelve Ordinary Men, p. 97





o Light vs. Darkness

o Life vs. Death

o Kingdom of God vs. Kingdom of Satan

o Judgment of Righteous vs. Wicked

o Fruit vs. Fruitlessness

o Love vs. Hate

o Walking in Light vs. Dwelling in darkness

o Born of God vs. Born of world (sin)



 As ‘Son of Thunder’ . . . used the word TRUTH 45x

 As ‘Apostle of Love’ . . . used the word LOVE 80x

“Even our best characteristic, corrupted by sin, can become an

occasion for stumbling.

It is wonderful to have a high

regard for truth, but zeal for

truth must be balanced by a

love for people, or it can give way to judgmentalism, harshness, and a

lack of compassion. J. MacArthur



John Stott, The Epistles of John

To walk in the truth is more than to give assent to it.

It means to APPLY IT to one’s behavior.

He who “walks in the truth” . . .

NO DICHOTOMY
between profession & practice.

On the contrary, there is in him an Exact Correspondence
between his Creed and his Conduct.



Truth w/out love has no COMPASSION . . .

it’s just BRUTALITY

Love w/out truth has no MORAL COMPASS . . .

it’s just HYPOCRISY



. . . speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects

into Him who is the head, even Christ . . .

Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only

such a word as is good for edification according to the need of

the moment, so that it will give grace to those

who hear.

Ephesians 4:15, 29



“This generation is so willing to sacrifice
truth on the altar of love.”



oListen

oLearn

oGrow in godliness and temperance just as John did

It’s the truth that COMPELS the love.

And it’s love that INFORMS of the truth!

KNOW the Truth --- UPHOLD it in Love!



Persecuted for Christ
 Boiled in oil (survived)

 Imprisoned on Patmos (survived to write Revelation)

Remaining days -- Pastor of the church at Ephesus

Last of the apostles to die -- @98 AD

At the end of his life . . .



What was from the beginning, what we have HEARD, what we have SEEN with

our eyes, what we have looked at and TOUCHED with our hands, concerning the

Word of Life— 2 and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and

proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to

us— 3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may

have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the

Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 These things we write,

so that our joy may be made complete.

1 John 1:1-4



Do you know the truth?  
Will you recognize it when you see it?

Will you listen and obey?


