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What is Faith?

Hebrews 11:1
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction 
of things not seen. 

Faith is trusting in something you cannot explicitly prove.



Faith is certainly an essential element in the Christian's 
life.

1. Without Faith it is impossible to please God. 

Hebrews 11: 6 “And without faith it is impossible to please him, 
for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists 
and that he rewards those who seek him.”



Faith is certainly an essential element in the Christian's 
life.

2. The Christian is saved by Faith.
Ephesians 2:8  “For by grace you have been saved through 

faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God”

3.    The Christian is to walk by Faith!
2 Corinthians 5:7  “ for we walk by faith, not by sight”



Faith is certainly an essential element in the Christian's 
life.

4. Whatever we do apart from Faith is sin.
Romans 14:23  “ But whoever has doubts is condemned if 

he eats, because the    eating is not from faith. For whatever 
does not proceed from faith is sin.”





Why would we ask God to do something He has already 
provided us with the means to do?



In his letter, James addresses our faith…

James 1:3 “Test of your faith”

James 1:22 “Be doers of the Word and not hearers only”

James 2:1 “Show no partiality as you hold onto your faith”

James 2:5 “Those who are poor in the world are rich in the faith and 
heirs of the KINGDOM OF GOD”



Faith without works is DEAD!

James 2:14-26

Borrowing one of ours page 1208



Verse 14 Empty Confession

1.  “What good is it my brothers”
James is writing to other fellow believers, 

but is also addressing the church as a whole.

2.  “if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can 
that faith save him?”

Can that faith save him?



Empty Confession

The intellect
• Know a lot about the Bible
• Sound doctrine
• Great prayer
• Quote verses





Empty Confession

A person with true saving faith must believe in these basic 
truths of the Gospel…

• The Existence of God

• Scripture as the Word of God

• In Jesus and Atoning death

• In the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ

• In His Ascension



Empty Confession

“Salvation does not provide immediate perfection but new 
direction.  The new disposition that hates sin, loves the Lord, and 
seeks to know Him, and obey His will and to manifest itself in 
his behavior.”

John MacArthur 



Verse 15-17 False Compassion

“If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily 
food”

• Bother or sister is a fellow believer

“Go in peace be warmed and filled”

• Go in peace – like saying God Bless You
• Be warmed and filled – like saying God take care of you



Verse 15-17 False Compassion

WE HAVE BECOME TOTALLY DIFFERENT FROM THE EARLY CHURCH

Acts 2:45 “And they were selling their possessions and belongings and 
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need”



Verse 15-17 False Compassion

THEY CONTINUED THE SAME KIND OF ACTS AND WERE GROWING TOGETHER IN THE 
LORD.

Acts 4:32-35 “32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one 
heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to 
him was his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And with great 
power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy 
person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold 
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the 
apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.”



Verse 18-20 Shallow Conviction
In verses 18-20, James is referring to himself in a 3rd party 
manor.

“Even the demons believe and shudder”

• Believe - again can say the right things and even have a lot 
of intellect.

• Shudder – tremble emotion involved; we can be stirred but 
not saved

Emotionalism can lead to false conversion.



Verse 18-20 Shallow Conviction

Luke 6:46-49 “He who acts upon my words”

Without the action, James says your faith is 

USELESS

Useless – fruitlessness, lack 
of productivity



Take Home Questions…

• Do I have a clear understanding of the Gospel?
• Did I truly Repent of my sins?
• Has there been any evidence of change in my life?
• Do I enjoy fellowship with God’s people?
• Do I share Christ with others?
• Can others see Jesus in me?
• Do I hate sin and fear God?
• Am I looking forward to the day of Christ’s return?


