
Wonderful Counselor

A Practical Look at Jesus and the 

Samaritan Woman at the Well

John 4:4-30



Intro

Who is this person?

A woman

A Samaritan

Of mature age

Not a very reputable past

Unabashedly open to talking to a stranger

Aware that there is something better than what she has

The woman came to the well alone, in the middle of the day, an

indication she may be suffering shame.



The Indiscriminate Love of Jesus

Jesus does not ignore her…

Because she is a woman (gender)

Because she is from a lower class (social status)

Because she is a Samaritan (ethnicity)

Because she is sexually immoral (a ‘sinner’)

Because she worships inaccurately (religion)



“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 

nor free, there is no male and female, for you are              

all one in Christ Jesus”                                                               

(Galatians 3:28).

“My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the 

faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory”                                   

(James 2:1).



Jesus the God/Man

Jesus, “wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the

well. It was about the sixth hour” (v6).

Truly human in every sense, except

sin – the Word made flesh! Jesus

was fully human and fully divine.



Jesus is fulfilling what it means to be fully human, while

demonstrating greater dependence on the Father:

“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes

from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4; cp John 4:31-34).

“How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of

Samaria?” (v9).



The Gift is the Giver

“Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it that

is saying to you, “Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and

he would have given you living water” (v10).

Jesus comes to cleanse the stain of our sin.

“Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of 

your deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do 

good…. Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: 

though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as 

snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become 

like wool” (Isaiah 1:16-18).



“Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might 

sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of the water with 

the word, so that he might present the church to himself in 

splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she 

might be holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:25-27).

“With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation”          

(Isaiah 12:3).

God’s endless grace provides cleansing, spiritual life, and the 

transforming power of the Holy Spirit.



The insatiability of self-hewed cisterns vs the satisfaction

of living waters.
“Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who 

drinks of this water will be thirsty 

again, but whoever drinks of the 

water that I will give him will never 

be thirsty again. The water that I will 

give him will become in him a spring 

of water welling up to eternal life” 

(vv. 13-14).



The Samaritan woman sought satisfaction from fountains

outside of herself.

“for my people have committed two 

evils: they have forsaken me, the 

fountain of living waters, and hewed 

out cisterns for themselves, broken 

cisterns that can hold no water” 

(Jeremiah 2:13).



The “living water” Jesus offers is never-ending symbolizing eternal

life:

“Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me

shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst”

(John 6:35).



“The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this

water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to

come here to draw water.’” (v15).



In order to truly help her, Jesus must get very personal and 

penetrating with His questions.

“Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come here’ The 

woman answered him, ‘I have no husband.’ Jesus said to her, 

‘You are right in saying, “I have no husband”; for you have had 

five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. 

What you have said is true.’” (vv. 16-18).



It is imperative that Jesus connect her lifestyle to her spiritual

need.

Jesus exposes her unquenchable thirst for love, attention, 

affection, acceptance, and approval. 

Jesus makes it clear that living with a man conjugally does not

constitute marriage.



Jesus corrects the errors in her theology (vv. 20-24).

She lacked accurate biblical knowledge. Jesus corrected her.

Jesus seizes on an opportunity to reveal Himself to her:

“I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When

he comes, he will tell us all things” (v25).



Jesus reveals Himself as Messiah:

“Jesus said to her, ‘I who speak to you am he.’” (v26).

Literally, “I who speak to you am” there is no “he” in the Greek –

A bold declaration of deity.

This is the main point of the story!



“speak” Gk laleo; plain, open, familiar, conversational; conveys the

idea of unrestrained frank communication with someone you

know.

If a person misunderstands, misperceives or misconceives who

Messiah is and what He came to do, they will seek Him for the

wrong things.

Anyone who wills to know and do His will, will know the truth and

the truth will set them free!



He meets the person, whether a Samaritan woman or a revered

Jewish teacher named Nicodemus, at the place of their

misunderstandings, misconceptions and misperceptions.

Then, He takes them from the place of their misunderstandings,

misconceptions and misperceptions to the place of truthful

illumination.



Jesus shows her how God wants worship to come from the heart

(vv. 23-24), which is the only acceptable form of worship:

“For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and

glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh”

(Philippians 3:3).



“Oh! You that are seeking your satisfaction from fountains that remain 

outside of you after all your efforts, learn that all of them, by reason of 

their externality, will sooner or later be ‘broken cisterns that can hold 

no water.’ And I beseech you, if you want rest for your souls and stilling 

for their yearnings, look for it there, where only it can be found, in Him, 

who not only dwells in the heavens to rule and to shower down 

blessings, but enters into the waiting heart and abides there, the 

inward, and therefore only real, possession and riches…. The joyous 

energy and continual freshness of vitality, which is granted to those 

who carry God in their hearts, and therefore can never be depressed 

beyond measure, nor ever feel that the burden of life is too heavy to 

bear, or its sorrows too sharp to endure” (Maclaren).












