


Review . . . Apostle John (@90-95 AD) --- Pastor of Ephesus church

1. Combat False Teaching (Gnosticism: Denial of Incarnation)

2. Reassure true believers (b/c of doubt or confusion)

Early in his first letter . . .

 Contrast ‘walking in the Light vs. walking in darkness’

 Proclaim the authority/salvation of God and the reality of our sin

 Bring light to truth of Christ and expose lies we tell others, ourselves & to God







“If one professes to possess the Light and to dwell in it, he will

SHOW EVIDENCE of spiritual life by his devotion to TRUTH and

RIGHTEOUSNESS.” John MacArthur

“Truly acknowledging the reality of God results in 

CHANGED LIVING.”    Gary Burge



‘Substitutionary

Atonement’



‘Paracletos’ “one called alongside to help”



Christ is the PERFECT PATTERN for our daily lives – the supreme 

example for living a life that is pleasing to God.





Looks forward to new set of tests            bedrock, foundational

VERSE 3 By this we KNOW that we have come to know Him,
conditional clause

if we KEEP His commandments. (not Mosaic law, but commands/directives of Christ)

“KNOW” is NOT . . .

 Mystical --- Gnosticism

 Rational --- Greek philosophy

 Experiential --- Hedonism



Looks forward to new set of tests            bedrock, foundational

VERSE 3 By this we KNOW that we have come to know Him,
conditional clause

if we KEEP His commandments. (not Mosaic law, but commands/directives of Christ)

“KEEP” . . . “treasure”
 “continually safeguarding” (John MacArthur)

 “observe diligently to protect” (William MacDonald)



Psalm 119.9,11 How can a young man keep his way pure?

By keeping it according to Your word. 11 Your word I have treasured in my

heart, That I may not sin against You.

“KEEP” . . . “treasure”
 “continually safeguarding” (John MacArthur)

 “observe diligently to protect” (William MacDonald)



John 14.21 He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who

loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him

and will disclose Myself to him.

John 15.10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I

have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.

“KEEP” . . . “treasure”
 “continually safeguarding” (John MacArthur)

 “observe diligently to protect” (William MacDonald)



The history of Israel provides unmistakable evidence that

communion and fellowship with God requires obedience
to His commands. (Law-History-Wisdom-Prophets)



“If salvation is indeed genuine there will be signs of the Spirit’s

working in that person’s life, both in attitude and behavior . . .

external, visible proof of salvation.” J. MacArthur



“To keep God’s Word goes far beyond mere conformity to law. It

expresses a zealous desire to adhere to God’s will . . . evidenced by our

heartfelt desire to obey Him.” Gary Burge, NIV Application Commentary



“Obedience is not the means but a fruit, evidence, or result of

regeneration.” Moody Bible Commentary



“Proof of our love for Him. Baby Christians must constantly be warned

or rewarded. Mature Christians listen to God’s word and obey it simply

because they love Him.” Warren Wiersbe



 HONESTY --- assessment of our sinful condition

 OBEDIENCE --- practical steps to forsake sin and maintain fellowship

 LOVE --- chief motive



Motives for Obedience:
• Have to Need to Want to



The ‘Talker’ (1:6, 8, 10) Faith statement

VERSE 4 The one who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does

Habitual practice, not just occasional mess-up 1:6, 8 *Truth is neither in him, nor affects him.

not keep His commandments, is aLiar, and the truth is not in him;



Titus 1.13-16 13 This testimony is true. For this reason reprove
them severely so that they may be sound in the faith,

14 not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men
who turn away from the truth.

15 To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and
unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience
are defiled.

16 They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him,
being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed.



VERSE 4 The one who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does

not keep His commandments, is aLiar, and the truth is not in him;

What does the ‘Liar’ lose? (W. Wiersbe)

 The Word . . . stops practicing the truth b/c truth is not in him

 Fellowship with God and other believers

 His Character . . . he is a liar (no genuineness, sincerity, honesty)



“If an individual professes to be right with God, yet . . .

 Lives in constant disobedience,

 Denies the reality of sin,

 Is repulsed by believers,

 Does not believe in Incarnation

. . . all these factors together indicate that one has not embraced

the Savior in any saving way.” Moody Bible Commentary



Jn. 8.31 “cont. in His Word” God’s love for us

VERSE 5-6 but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been

accomplishes its purpose

Matured; completed; “claims”

perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: the one who says he

united to

“dwells in” permanent connection live; daily conduct

abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.
Not in our own strength or energy . . . power, guidance of Holy Spirit

Some tangible outworking of grace and goodness



Believer’s Obedience

v. 3 “keep His commandments” obey teachings of Christ;

v. 5 “keep His Word” not just what is written, but a desire to please Him

v. 6 “walk as He walked” live as Jesus lived



“Secularism” (Table Talk, March 2017, p. 7)

Just what is secularism? It is an ideology that promotes the absence of any biding

theistic authority or belief. It’s a way of viewing the world that recognizes only the

here and now. Whether the spiritual world exists isn’t a concern for secularism.

Secularism says we may as well live as if it doesn’t. It is a more subtle form of

atheism. It doesn’t always demand that we declare, “there is no God.” It simply

implies that God isn’t relevant to the discussion --- ever.



John  MacArthur, The Gospel According to Jesus

The gospel in vogue today holds forth a false hope to sinners.  

• It promise them they can have eternal life yet continue to live in rebellion

against God.

• Indeed, it encourages people to claim Jesus as Savior yet defer until later the

commitment to obey Him as Lord.

• It promises salvation from hell but not necessarily freedom from iniquity.

• It offers false security to people who revel in their sins of the flesh but spurn

the way of holiness.



John  MacArthur, The Gospel According to Jesus

The gospel in vogue today holds forth a false hope to sinners.  

• By separating faith from faithfulness, it leaves the impression that intellectual

assent is as valid as wholehearted obedience to the truth. Thus the good

news of Christ has given way to the bad news of an insidious ‘easy-believism’

that makes no moral demands on the lives of sinners.

It is NOT the same message Jesus proclaimed!



To what extent do I seriously reflect the

demeanor of Jesus Christ?

AM I known as obedient and loving or simply as

religious?


