


Review . . .

• Contrast ‘walking in the Light vs. walking in darkness’

• Proclaim the authority/salvation of God and the reality of our sin

• Bring light to truth of Christ and expose lies we tell others,

ourselves & to God

• Professed love for God yet still have hatred in hearts for our

brother in Christ







Fathers
• advanced in years

• history of walking w/ Christ

• experienced the faithfulness of God in all life’s seasons &

circumstances



Young Men
• Spiritual adolescents

• Being formed & shaped

• Season of growing; learning to become warriors in the faith



Children
• New Converts

• Babes in Christ

• Basic awareness of God, but no spiritual maturity





1.Physical world, universe

2.Humanity “God so loved the world. . .” Jn. 3.16

3. Corrupt value system under Satan’s 

control; worldview/philosophy that 

opposes God



‘Worldliness ’ . . . anything in a Christian’s life that causes him to lose

his enjoyment of the Father’s love or desire to do His will. (W. Wiersbe)



‘Loving the World ’ . . . “set affection on”

 Devotion to world’s treasures, philosophies, priorities

 Leads to arrogance, self-centeredness, Idolatry
anything that competes w/ God for our attention & affection



Jesus said . . .

“Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this

world will keep it for eternal home.” Jn. 12.25

“If we love anything MORE than Him, we are not worthy of Him.” Matt. 10.37-38

“What does it profit a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?” Lk. 9.25









To continue in a love for the world, in the same way that unbelievers

do, will

 Reveal our true love

 cripple any attempts at spiritual growth

 bear fruit of unrighteousness & lawlessness

 make us unfit for the kingdom of God



Verse 16 For all that is in the world ... is NOT from the Father, but is

from the world.

Lust: strong craving, desire; inappropriate interests & passions

(usually in the context of sinful, unregenerate behavior)



Verse 16 For all that is in the world ... is NOT from the Father, but is

from the world.

Lust of the Flesh
• not just physical body . . . Fallen, human nature

• any desire or interest that draw us away from God



1 Pet. 2.11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to

abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the

soul.



Gal. 5.17-21 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the

Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other,

so that you are not to do whatever you want.

The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and

debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition,

dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like.

I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this

will not inherit the kingdom of God.



Verse 16 For all that is in the world ... is NOT from the Father, but is

from the world.

Lust of the Eyes
• Desire to possess what we see; have things which have visual appeal

• Endless accumulation of stuff; insatiable desire for more



“The world is full of ‘eye candy,’ glamor, and gaudiness. Materialism

beckons with its promise of happiness and fulfillment. A media saturated

society bombards us with advertising campaigns that might as well say,

‘COVET THIS!’” S. M. Houdmann

• Prov. 23.5 “Do not weary yourself to gain wealth”

• Heb. 12.2 “fix your eyes on Jesus”

• Matt. 5.29 “if your eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and
throw it away”



Verse 16 For all that is in the world ... is NOT from the Father, but is

from the world.

Pride of Life . . . anything “of the world”

• NO NEED for God . . . thankless (Rom. 1.20-21)

• Desire to be “like God”



How you have fallen from heaven, morning star, son of the dawn! You

have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations!

13 You said in your heart, “I will ascend to the heavens, I will raise my

throne above the stars of God;

14 I will ascend above the tops of the clouds;

I will make myself like the Most High.”

Isaiah 14.12-14





When the world takes over a Christian . . .

Lose fellowship and enjoyment of relationship with God

Lose desire to please or obey

Bible will become “too difficult” --- “waste of time”

Prayer is a tedious task, with little effects

Christian fellowship is empty, unfulfilling



No Christian becomes ‘worldly’ all of a sudden . . .

gradual process

1.Friendship with the world (James 4.4)

2.Stained by the world (adopts, looks like the world . . . world will not oppose you)

3.Conformed to the world (cannot tell the two apart)

4.Condemned with the world





Process of self-destruction ideology/philosophy

Verse 17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts, but the one

obeys/follows ETERNAL LIFE!

who does the will of God abides forever.











Rom. 12.2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by

the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God

is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.



Matt. 6.19-20, 33 Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth. . .

But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth

nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal.

SEEK FIRST
His kingdom and His righteousness




