


Verse 28 “Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may

have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.”

The Return of Christ should be:

 MOTIVATION for godly living

 INCENTIVE to “Abide” . . . remain in fellowship with Christ



Verse 29 “If you know that He is righteousness, you know that

everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him.”

Who is “born of Him?”  Who is the “child of God?”
 Jn. 1.12 “. . . as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to

become children of God,

 All who “PRACTICE RIGHTEOUSNESS”



*God is the source, the originator, the one who CAUSES new

spiritual birth to be possible.

1 Peter 1.3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born

again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from

the dead,



EFFECT (righteous behavior)

CAUSE (NEW BIRTH)

Righteous Living
 Evidence of New Birth, NOT the cause

 Confirmation of a New Relationship with God

 Natural result of right belief



What We Are . . .

Loved by God
3:1 “See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us . . .”

“what kind of love” (ESV) “what manner of love” (KJV)

 Ponder, Peer into, Direct attention toward

 Greatness, wonderment, unimaginable, boundless, endless LOVE

 ‘AGAPE’ sacrificial, willing, covenant LOVE



“When I look at the cross, I see there a love that

shrinks from no sacrifice, is evoked by no loveableness

on my part, but comes from the depths of God’s own

infinite being.”

David Allen, Preaching the Word Commentary



Hymn:  “The Love of  God”

The love of  God is greater far than tongue or pen can ever tell; 

It goes beyond the highest star, and reaches to the lowest hell; 

The guilty pair, bowed down with care, God gave His Son to win; 

His erring child He reconciled, And pardoned from his sin.



Hymn:  “The Love of  God”

Oh, love of  God, how rich and pure! 

How measureless and strong!

It shall forevermore endure

The saints’ and angels’ song.



Hymn:  “The Love of  God”

Could we with ink the ocean fill, & were the skies of  parchment made, 

Were every stalk on earth a quill, & every man a scribe by trade; 

To write the love of  God above would drain the ocean dry; 

Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 

Though stretched from sky to sky.



Hymn:  “The Love of  God”

Oh, love of  God, how rich and pure! 

How measureless and strong!

It shall forevermore endure

The saints’ and angels’ song.



What We Are . . .

Children of God
3:1 “. . . that we would be called children of God; and such we are.”

Eph. 1.4-5 He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would

be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons

through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,



Adoption = gives us HIS Name (legal act, place outsider into family)

Birth = gives us HIS Nature (inherited DNA . . . likeness, mannerisms)

2 Pet. 1.3-4 His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and

godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory

and excellence. 4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and

magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine

nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.

*Regeneration



What We Are . . .

Unknown to the World
3:1 “For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.”

 Those outside of Christ CANNOT POSSIBLY FATHOM God’s love

 Scripture according to their own worldview without “knowing” the

incomparable Christ or the Holy Spirit

 SHOULD BE MASSIVE DIFFERENCE btwn. believers & rest of humanity



In light of the world’s natural deviant behavior and hostile opposition to God, 

the true child of God should anticipate rejection and hatred.

Matt. 10.22 You will be hated by all because of My name, but it is the one who has

endured to the end who will be saved.

Jn. 15.18-19 “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it

hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you

are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world

hates you.



Because of this glorious adoption and new birth . . .

God’s love for us does NOT STOP with the new birth . . .

God’s love CONTINUES throughout our lives and takes us right up

to the return of Christ. That’s SANCTIFICATION!



What We Will Be. . .

”Like Him”
3:2 “Beloved, now we are the children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what

we will be. We know that when we HE appears, we will be “Like Him” because

we will see Him just as He is.”

“Likeness”

 Equal in number, size, weight (complete identity)

 Similar Character



ULTIMATETRANSFORMATION --- FAMILY RESEMBLANCE

Eph. 1.5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself

Rom. 8.29 He predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son

“Although our present status as children of God is wonderful, out

future state will be even more extraordinary.” Daniel Akin, New American

Commentary



ULTIMATETRANSFORMATION --- FAMILY RESEMBLANCE

As for me, I shall behold Your face in righteousness; 

I will be satisfied with Your likeness when I awake.

Psalm 17.15  



ULTIMATETRANSFORMATION --- FAMILY RESEMBLANCE

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a 

Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 21 who will transform the body of our 

humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion

of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.

Phil. 3.20-21 



ULTIMATETRANSFORMATION --- FAMILY RESEMBLANCE

When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be 

revealed with Him in glory.

Colossians 3.4 



ULTIMATETRANSFORMATION --- FAMILY RESEMBLANCE

For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in 

part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known.

1 Cor. 13.12 



But until then . . .

“John reminds us that our future destiny helps us

to know our present duty.” David Allen


