








3 TESTS to discover who the true believers really are:

1. Moral Test . . . “keep His commands”

2. Social Test . . . “love your brother”

3. Theological Test . . . “Who is Jesus?”



trusts, confesses content of saving faith

Verse 1 Whoever believes that {Jesus is the Christ} is born of

God, and whoever loves the Father loves the child born of Him.

“Jesus is the Christ” . . . God’s Messiah (Rescuer, Savior of the World)



1 John 2.22-23 / 4:2-3 (confesses & denies)

Belief is a SIGN (result) of the new birth . . . not a cause or

consequence

 Not just mere intellectual knowledge of gospel facts

 Whole-hearted, commitment, devotion to Christ as God incarnate



4:20-21 If someone says, “I love God,” . . .

Every believer in the Incarnation is a child of God.

Every child of God loves their Father.

Therefore, every believer in the Incarnation loves God.

Everyone who loves God loves the children of God.

Therefore, every believer in the Incarnation loves the children of

God.
Daniel Akin, New American Commentary



Verses 2-3 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God

and OBSERVE His commandments. For this is the love of God, that we KEEP His

commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.

OBSERVE . . . Do; apply; follow through; carry out

KEEP . . . treasure, guard, preserve

“To keep God’s Word goes far beyond mere conformity to law. It expresses

a zealous desire to adhere to God’s will . . . evidenced by our heartfelt desire

to obey Him.”

Gary Burge, NIV App. Comm.



Psalm 119 . . .
v. 14 I have rejoiced in the way of your testimonies, as much as in all

riches.

v. 16 I shall delight in Your statutes; I shall not forget Your Word.

v. 24 Your testimonies are my delight; they are my counselors.

v. 97 Oh how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.

Love for God is real ONLY when 

God’s commands are kept.





“We can measure our love for God by how well our

lifestyle matches our Maker’s instructions.” David Allen,

Preaching the Word Commentary



Matt. 11.28-30
“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you

rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke

is easy and My burden is light.”





Verses 4-5 For whatever {whoever} is born of God overcomes the world; and

this is the victory that has overcome the world—our FAITH. Who is the one

who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

“Overcomes” . . . indicates Victory!

 ‘NIKAO’ . . . to conquer, overcome, prevail against

 ‘NIKE’ . . . Greek goddess of victory, helped Zeus in battles against the Titans



“Overcomers are followers of Jesus Christ who successfully

resist the power and temptation of the world’s system.

 An overcomer is NOT sinless, but holds fast to faith in Christ until

the end.

 He does NOT turn away when times get difficult or become an

apostate. Overcoming requires complete dependence upon God

for direction, purpose, fulfillment, and strength to follow His plan

for our lives.” S. M. Houdmann





“Christians don’t fight for victory . . .

. . . we fight from victory!”



Who can have a Nike?

Anyone who is “born of God”  
 vs. 1  “whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ”

 vs. 5  “he who believes Jesus is the Son of God”



Who/what is the opponent that we need 

Nike over?

The World
 humanistic system of evil at war with God



What is the means of Nike?

Faith (believe & trust)

 Eph. 2.8  “by grace are you saved through FAITH”

“Not so much believing in spite of evidence, but obeying in spite 

of consequence.”



What is the reward for Nike?
Romans 8.35-37 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation,

or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 37 But in

all these things we OVERWHELMINGLY CONQUER through Him who loved

us.

Revelation 2-3
Eternal Life



Who is the overcomer?

LOVE

OBEDIENCE

FAITH


