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3 TESTS to discover who the true believers really are:

1. Moral Test . . . “keep His commands”

2. Social Test . . . “love your brother”

3. Theological Test . . . “Who is Jesus?”



Overcomers . . . indicates Victory!

 ‘NIKE’ to conquer, overcome, prevail against

Overcomers are followers of Jesus Christ who successfully resist

the power and temptation of the world’s system.



“Christians don’t fight for victory . . .

. . . we fight from victory!”



Who can have a Nike?

Anyone who is “born of God”  
 vs. 1  “whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ”

 vs. 5  “he who believes Jesus is the Son of God”





Secessionists, apostates who had once been 

enlightened but had fallen away; taken captive by the lies, 

deceit, and trickery of the evil one and sinful men.  

Their warped philosophy included: 

 Denial / Rejection of the doctrine of complete Incarnation

o Jesus was just a man. As a man, He was matter -- all matter was evil . . .

only the spirit is good. The Holy Spirit came upon Him at baptism, but left

Him on the cross.

 No atonement in His sacrifice . . . powerless to save . . . eliminate need for

the cross



“As soon as we reduce the death of Jesus to that of a mere man, so soon do we

lose the cardinal point of the New Testament doctrine of the atonement, that

God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself . . . but if Jesus is NOT the Son

of God, his death can no longer bear this significance. So-called theologies,

which reduce talk of the incarnation to the status of myth, may be attractive to

modern men, but they take away our assurance that God’s character is sin-

bearing love.” I. H. Marshall, The Epistles of John





Verse 6 This is the One who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not with

water only, but water and with blood. It is the Spirit who testifies, because the

Spirit is the truth.

‘Testifies’ . . . “martureo” (Grk) meaning to ‘bear witness’
 See something, remember something, report something

1.WATER: Baptism of Christ

2.BLOOD: Cross of Christ

3.HOLY SPIRIT . . . “Spirit of Truth, Guides to truth” (Jn. 15.26-27/16:13)



Vss. 7-8 “JOHANNINE COMMA”
(not in original manuscripts)

 Late addition by Erasmus (15th c. NT Grk. scholar)

 Included in his second ed. of Greek NT

 Precursor to Textus Receptus, eventually into KJV

o Original scripture authored by John? NO

o Necessary inclusion to verify Trinitarian doctrine? NO

o Sound theology that supports theme & doctrine? YES



LAW: Deut. 17.6 / 19.15 (Jesus: Matt. 18.16)

Verse 9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is

greater; for the testimony of God is this, that He has testified

concerning His Son.

 Vss. 7-8 Water / Blood / Spirit agreement

 Heb. 1.1-2 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in

many portions and in many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His

Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made

the world.

Do we embrace the 

truth about Jesus 

Christ?



Verse 10 The one who believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself;

REJECTS testimony (all who reject God make Him a liar)

the one who does NOT believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not

believed in the testimony that God has given concerning His Son.

Richard Dawkins: “Why did You take such great pains to conceal Yourself?”

 Christopher Hitchens: “Not enough evidence”



A. E. Brooke: “There is NO ROOM for ignorance or misconception.

To reject the witness is to deny the truthfulness of God. He has

spoken and acted deliberately, and with absolute clearness. The

testimony has been borne. These things were not done in a corner.

The witness must therefore either be ACCEPTED or REJECTED.

It cannot be ignored or explained away.”



Verse 11-12 And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this

life is in His Son. (ONLY JESUS --- Exclusivity of Christianity, Jn. 14.6)

He who has the Son has life; he who does NOT have the Son of God does NOT

have the life.

Jn. 3.36 He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who

does not obey the Son will NOT SEE LIFE, but the wrath of God

abides on Him.

BELIEF IN GOD CANNOT BE SEPARATED FROM 

BELIEF IN THE SON OF GOD.





“Rejecting God’s witness concerning His Son is not a misfortune to

be pitied, or overlooked in the name of tolerance. It is a heinous,

damning sin and an affront to God’s holy nature. Those guilty of it

must not be patronized, comforted, or reassured, but confronted

and called to repentance. This is no trivial issue; the integrity of

God is at stake.”

John MacArthur





Previous teachings:  

 Light & Darkness

 Sin & Salvation

 Truth & Lies

 Love & Hate

 Pro-Christ & Anti-Christ

 Child of God & Child of Devil

LIFE & DEATH!


