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Generous . . .

showing a readiness 

to give more of 

something than is 

strictly necessary or 

expected; more 

plentiful than usual.









NATURAL TALENTS are a gift of God . . .

 Abilities that are part of who you are – “just born with it”

 Something that is ‘innate’ – part of us . . . inherited through genetic

structure

 Possessed by both believers and non-believers, and they can be used

to serve God or serve ourselves.



LEARNED ABILITIES are a gift of God . . .

 Result of our informal and formal education – things we have learned

to do as a result of personal observation, trial & error, intentional

instruction by another [parents . . . teachers at school . . . ‘on the job’]

 Sometimes overlap with our natural talents.
For example, a person with a musical talent who has also studied music in a formal way.



SPIRITUAL GIFTS . . .

are God-given abilities of a particular spiritual nature and/or a spiritual

purpose . . . given to us by the Holy Spirit once we have been saved.



J. Warner Wallace, Cold Case Christianity

If we accept the premise that an all-powerful God is the creator of

all matter and life, it is reasonable to conclude our abilities (even if we are inclined to attribute them to

genetics or environment), must ultimately come from the source of genetics and environment: the

God who created everything in the first place.

Everyone has some sort of innate talent. You may not think that you are particularly talented, but

if you take a closer look at yourself, you’ll discover there is some ability you possess in more

abundance than others. Sure, there may be someone out there who is even better at this

particular ability, but that’s not the point; you also have an increased ability in this area relative

to your other skills and aptitudes.

Maybe you’re a better athlete than musician, or maybe you’re a better artist than

mathematician. You know where you are talented and where you are not.



Exodus 28.3; 31.1-6; 

35:30 - 36:2
Bezalel & Oholiab



Psalm 139.13,15 “For You formed my inward parts;

You wove me in my mother’s womb.
15

My frame was not

hidden from You when I was made in secret and skillfully

wrought in the depths of the earth;”

Jeremiah 1:5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before

you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the

nations.”

Daniel 1.17 “As for these four youths, GOD GAVE them knowledge

and intelligence in every branch of literature and wisdom; Daniel even

understood all kinds of visions and dreams.”



Remember the Enemies of Generous Giving?

*Busyness / Fear / Hoarding

ENEMIES of Generous Talent-Sharing . . . IMPROPER USE OF OUR TALENT

 Boasting (Self-glorification)

 Envy

 Neglect



1 Cor. 4.7 What do you have that God hasn’t given you?

And if everything you have is from God, why boast as though it

were not a gift?

Eph. 2.8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not

your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one

may boast.



PROPER USE . . .

 Recognition of the Source

o Ps. 139.14 I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made

o 2 Cor. 9.15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!

o James 1.17 Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above



PROPER USE . . .
 Disciplined, purposed exercise

o 1 Cor. 6.20 You have been bought with a price; glorify God in your body

o 1 Cor. 9.24-27 RUN IN SUCH A WAY THAT YOU MAY WIN. Everyone

who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things . . . run in such a way, as not

without aim . . . I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, I myself will not be

disqualified.

o Eph. 2.10 We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which

God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them

o Heb. 12.1-2 Let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles

us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus,

the author and perfecter of faith,



PROPER USE . . .

 For HIS glory & furtherance of HIS Kingdom

o Phil. 1.20 Christ will be exalted in my body

o John 15.5, 8 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him,

he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. My Father is glorified by

this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.

o John 3.30 HE MUST INCREASE, I MUST DECREASE.





Deut. 8.11, 17-18

11
Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God

by not keeping His commandments,

17
Otherwise, you may say in your heart, ‘My power and the strength of my

hand made me this wealth.’

18
But you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you

power to make wealth, that He may confirm His covenant {in you}.













When the world says “YOU CAN’T,” agree with them . . .

and then show them the great and mighty things

only God can do.

Psalm 115.1

“Not to us, O Lord, not us, 

but to Your name give glory.”



1 Cor. 10.31-33

31
So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do,

DO IT ALL FOR THE GLORY OF GOD!

32
Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of

God—

33
even as I try to please everyone in every way. For I am not seeking my

own good but the good of many, SO THAT they may be saved.




