
Sermon Notes 
‘Preparation for Pentecost’ 
Text:  Acts 1.12-26             May 10, 2020 

 

 
 

After the resurrection, there were frequent A                                                    . . .  

o Luke says, Acts 1.3:  “                                                                , after his suffering, by many convincing proofs, for 40 days”   

o Paul says, 1 Cor. 15:  “appeared to over                                                ” (1 Co. 15) 
 

 

He left His followers I                                                     . . .   

o 1.4 – “not to l                              Jerusalem” . . . “w                        for the promise” 
 

 
Finally, Jesus A                                         into heaven . . . literal, visible act (moving from one place to another)   
 
 

The ASCENSION was the culmination of His                                                  on earth . . . the end of His 

___________________________________ . . . the coronation of His                                              ! 
 
 

 
The early followers of Christ were commanded:  “                                                                                                     ” (1.4) 

 

Waiting by Comparison . . . 

 God told Noah, “Hey, it’s gonna rain” . . .  took over                      yrs. to build the ark 

 God told Abraham, “Lots of kids in your family” . . .              yrs later for Isaac to be born 

 God told David he would be king . . . over                yrs later the crown was finally his 

 God told Israel, Messiah would come . . .                   yrs. of prophetic silence & empirical dominance before He did 

 God tells us, “Behold, I am coming quickly” . . . yet it’s been                                 yrs 

 
 

 “Jesus never told them how long they would have to wait for the Holy Spirit to come – just that He would arrive in a little 

while.  After all that had transpired in Jerusalem in recent weeks, remaining there was as much an act of courage as it was an 

act of faith.”    Russ Ramsey, The Mission of the Body of Christ 

 

 
 

NOT Passive waiting . . .  
 Lk. 24.52-53   “returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple P                            God”  (TEMPLE) 

 Acts 1.14  “continually devoting themselves to P                         ”  (UPPER ROOM) 

 Mark 16.19  “they went out and P                                 everywhere”  (COMMUNITY) 

 
 

*Before the “POWER” of God would fall . . . before the “PRESENCE” of God would indwell . . .  

the P__________ P_________________ P____________! 

 

Prerequisite for Revival?? __________________ 
 
 

*VERSE 14, two phrases that particularly stand out in the prayer,  “                                                                             ”  

They “C                                            ” in it 



 
Vss. 13-14, Luke gives us a “who’s who” list of those present during the waiting: 

 ____________________ (the 11, w/ Peter’s name again at the top signifying him as the vocal leader of the group) 
 

 ____________________ (mother & brothers) 
 

 “the” _______________ (right where they’ve been all along) 
 

 _________ . . . No specific names mentioned, but each person gathered in Upper Room over the course of those days had been 
changed in some way through an encounter with Jesus – fellowship & followship – ongoing relationship w’ Christ. 
 

“These were people who had come to accept that they were all weak and that Jesus had been strong for them.  They were all 
poor and Jesus had been generous with them.  They were all outsiders and Jesus had given them a place with Him.”  R. Ramsey 
 

 
 
In vs. 15 Peter takes the lead and “stood up” in the midst of the group . . . then in vs. 16, he find his leadership voice not bringing 
up his own opinion but rather quotes Scripture.   

“The scripture had to be F                                      . . . therefore it is N                                      ” 
 
Peter as well as the others are beginning to grasp the concept of the OT foretelling the sufferings and glory, and the rejection and 
reign of the Messiah . . . discerning that all that has happened has been according to God’s sovereign design, and predetermined, 
divine will. (2.22-24 Pentecost sermon)   

 

There is one who is obviously NOT PRESENT in the 120:   J                       (thief, schemer, betrayer) 
 

 “greatest example of a W                            O                                          ”  

 
According to the disciples, the scriptures are compelling them to “occupy this ministry and apostleship” that Judas vacated when 
he “turned aside to go to his own place” (v.25).   
 
 
Two others were with the group of 120, that are never mentioned in any previous account, but are here mentioned by name, as a 
means to replace Judas (v.23):   J                            (Barsabbas/Justus) & M______________ 
 
Why these two men?  What CRITERIA was used to separate these two from all the others . . . vs. 21-22   

 “                                                                                                ” . . . “from baptism of John until the day He was taken up” 

 “                                                                                                 ” 

 The idea of “this ministry and apostleship” was to share HIS T                                  they had heard and confirm HIS                          

R                                                          /Ascension they have seen. 

 
Make no mistake, this is NOT a lucky roll of the dice . . . Matthias is                                               !!  
 
 

“Though the place left vacant by Judas has been fulfilled by Matthias, the place left vacant by Jesus has not yet 
been filled by the Spirit.”  John Stott, The Message of Acts 

 
 
 

Take Home! 
In all matters of waiting on God, between the ‘ALREADY’ & ‘Not Yet’, on this side of Pentecost and the coming of the Spirit,  
 

WHAT SHOULD WE BE DOING??? 

 P                persistently 

 Wait E_________________ 

 Examine the S________________ 

 Replace any S                or rebellion with what is pleasing to God 



 T                           the outcome 


