
  Sermon Notes 
 

Series: ‘Real Christianity’  Pastor Chris 

 “The Giving Habits of a Real Christian” 

Text: 2 Cor. 8.1-5        August 16, 2020 
 

 

When it comes to money, the Bible is neither                                                                   .   
 

1 Timothy 6.10    “The love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it 
have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.” 

 

 
Material wealth/possessions, cultural comforts can quickly become 
I___________________ . . . leading us to abandon the Lord.   

 

Sermon on the Mount did not lower the bar of OT law, He raised it to include the 
heart’s motive . . . GIVING IS A H                   ISSUE, NOT A M                    ISSUE.    
 

“How people view money is an effective B                             of their spirituality.”  J. MacArthur 

 

 

3 Types of Biblical “Givers” 
1. Treasure H                            :   on-going pursuit for pleasure/treasure   

o Example: _____________________________ 

 

2. Treasure H                                :  a stock or store of money or valued objects, typically 

one that is secret or carefully guarded 

o Example: _____________________________ 

o Example: _____________________________ 

o Example: _____________________________ 
 

3. Treasure S                                :  give even out of their poverty; demonstration of 
trust in most extreme circumstances (starvation, pending death) 

 

 Widows mite (Mark 12.41-44) . . . not the amount, the H                          of the matter 

 Zacchaeus (Luke 19.1-9) . . . came to Jesus mastered by the passion to G        ; left 

mastered by the passion to G                    .   

 
An ENCOUNTER w/ Jesus                                                                                                 !!!   
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Macedonian & Corinthian gift to Jerusalem church --- 2 Cor. 8.1-5 
 

Giving in spite of circumstances - - - 

8.1 “g                       of God has been given” . . . motive, example, source of all giving 

 

 

8.2 “great ordeal (trial) of a                                         ” . . . severe test; crushed by life 

“abundance of j              ” . . . overflow of a cheerful heart 

“deep p                                 ” . . . rock-bottom; almost nothing; begging to survive 

“overflowed in the wealth of their l                                         ” . . . sincerity & generosity 

 

 

8.3 “according to their a                             ” . . . power or strength 

“and b                              ” . . . contrary to ability, expectation, requirement 

“gave of their                                                   ” . . . of their own initiative  

 
 
8.4 “begging us to p                                        in $$ support of the saints” . . . plead, urge 

 
 
8.5 “first gave t                                          to God” . . . this is the KEY!   

 

 

 

“It won’t do any good to give our possessions to God unless we have first given ourselves.  Its’ 

easy to surrender part when we’ve already given the whole.”    R. Kent Hughes 
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Quick Summary . . . What is a ‘Tithe’?  Is tithing required today?   
 OT Principle = Tenth of income set aside for tabernacle, festivals & Levites 

o A call for Israel, God’s people, to trust Him 
 
 

 NT Principle =  No set requirement on amount/percentage 
o A call for Christians, God’s people, to trust Him 

 

 NOT required today; does NOT allow believers to hoard their possessions 

 

Principles of a Generous Treasure-Sharer          *Foundations Booklet 11 
 Scripture requires SPIRITUAL giving . . .  “In your flesh, you are selfish and 

possessive.  Under the Spirit’s influence, you are selfless and generous.  Giving – like all 

ministry – is empowered by the Lord BEFORE it is enacted by men.  God “gifts” you with 

the ability to give.”     

 

 Scripture requires CONSISTENT giving . . .  “It is natural for other priorities to crowd 

out your giving to the Lord.  God won’t send you an overdue notice or disconnect your 

phone if you don’t obey Him.  Further, many people determine their giving based on 

how their finances are looking at the end of the year – they give just enough to get a 

good tax break.  Yet, Scripture teaches that giving to the Lord should be your FIRST 

PRIORITY . . . not the leftovers.”    

 

 Scripture requires SACRIFICAL giving . . . note widows’ examples 

 

 Scripture requires JOYFUL giving . . . Each one must do just as he has purposed in 

his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  (2 Cor. 9.7) 

 

 Scripture requires PRIVATE giving . . . avoidance of pride; steal glory from God 

 
 
 

Phil. 4.10-19 is the promised result . . . bring encouragement, strength, hope, 

commitment  (Philippi, a Macedonian church)   
 

“Because they had given of their material resources to God, even to the point where their 
own livelihood was endangered, God would supply their every need.  This is a specific 
promise that those who are faithful and devoted in their giving to Christ will never suffer 
lack.”   
 

Note the “according to” and take hope.  “If a millionaire gives a dime to a child, he would be 
giving “out” of his riches.  But if he gave a $100,000 to some worthy cause, he would be giving 
“according to” his riches.”   W.Mc   

 
 
“How vast then, is the range of an apparently local kindness!  We thought we were 
ministering to a pauper, and in reality we were conversing with the King.  We 
imagined that the fragrance would be shut up in a petty neighborhood, and lo, the 
sweet aroma steals through the universe.  We thought we were dealing only with 
Paul, and we find that we were ministering to Paul’s Savior and Lord.” 
 


